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CHAP. !• 

The arrival of a ftroting amfanj at the 

. town of M<ms. 

TH E fun had already performed 
more than half his courfe, and 
having reached the declivity of the hea- 
vens, was haftening, with his ufual veloci- 
ty, to his nightly goal : in plain Englifh, it 
was betwixt five and fix of the clock, 
when a cart drove into the market-place 
of Mans. It was drawn by two yoke of 
very forry oxen led^ by a breeding-mare, 
that had a colt, which fkipped to and frq 
around the,cart like, a fooliih filly animal 
as it was. On the top of a fort of pyra* 
mid, compofed of trunks, portmanteaus, 
and great packs of painted fcenes, with 
which the ^cart was fiUed, appeared a 
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domitiSy xlcdl luSf jar^9 iodf 

fafiiion. By the fide of the cart walked 
a young man as poor in cloaths, as rich 
in mein. He wore a patch on his face, 
of {o enormous a fize» that it quite 
eciipfedx^ne eye, nmd half of one chedc^ 
and carried on his (houlder a long fowl- 
ing-piece, which had been the death of 
crows, jays, and magpies, without num^ 
ber. Thcfe ftrung together ferved all the 
purpofes of a bandileer, at ihe bottom of 
which hung by the feet a hen and a gooie» 
as a trophy of viftory over the plundered 
enemy. Inftead-<rf-a bat, be wore a night- 
cap, which, beitjg .tyed round his head 
with garters of different colours, re- 
fembled an imptrfed: unfinifhed turban ^ 
and I make no .doubt that it was originally 
intended for foch. His doublet, a coat 
of brown fnze, was bound with a leather 
thong;, which fcrved to iupport a rapier, 
^nd which, by reafon of itt§ prodigious 
lengthy could not be conveniently or 
dexjtrc^y ufed without fuch a fuppert* 
His breeches were tucked up to above 
the middle of his thighs, in the iame 
manner as rhofe of our plavers, when they 
perfonate jbme ancient nero; and his 
puikins, whichf^pplied the place of fhpes^ 
We b^ztmcd w^b dtrc to the Yery 
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Inclas; fijr^ha fide iralked an old nun 
m a mone 4ecent and it^lar, though 
v€iy oidinwf , babit. He camod on Us 
fK>ttldei% a bskWiol ^ and as he floopod 
aUetfe in wsdking, he might have been 
UketijM adiftance, for a lai^e tortoife 
waHtitog on its hinder legs« Some .grum* 
bling critic may, perhaps, cavil tt the 
ecmipariibft, from the vaft difproportioa 
fcetw4xt tiiac animal and a man ; but, be- 
fides that I fpeak here of diehr^ toiv 
toifes <v^ich are focmd in India, I would 
have the cxitics know, diat I 9tk the 
fimileen my own authority. To letinu 
from this digrefllon, our ftroling o>m»- 
pany (for foch it was) had now prooced* 
ed as fiu- iis die Tenins^coart at the fign 
of die Stag, before i»hich ibmc of t£e 
moR, joQy burghers in Mans «9ere then 
afl^n^kd. The nolfe <^ the mob who 
h^ gathered round the cart, joined to 
the noi^ity ^ the equipage, foon drew 
upon our ftrangers the eyes of the ho« 
nourabfe aflfembly. After iurwying ikmn 
^ fome time with<:on£derable attentiony 
an under-iheriS; k Rappinierre by name* 
bolder than the reft, ftepped £Mth, and 
making up to them, demanded, mth an 
sk of ma^flerial aiathority, who diey 
were. The y au9g man, whom I defcribod 
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abovet withoirt offering to pull off hia 
turban (which, indeed, it was imppffibk^ 
for him to do^ as. with one hand he held 
his gun, and with the other the hilt of 
his fword, that it nn^ht not beat agailtiil 
his legs) anfwered him, that they wer^ 
Frenchmen by birth, and players by pror 
felfion ; that his ftage name was Deftiny, 
his old comrade's Rancoup : and that the 
gentlewoman, who fat roofting like a hen 
on the top of their baggage, was called 
Cave. The oddity of the name fetting 
fome of the company a laughing, gave 
Deftiny occafion to obferve that there was 
nothing fo very ftrange or ridiculous in the 
name of Cave neither, any more than in 
thofeofPit, Fox, Leggc, Pott, or HilU 
which, being common namfcs, are repeat- 
ed an hundred times a dky, without ex- 
citing any tendency to laughter. He was 
proceeding in his edifying harangue, 
when a confufed rtoife, in which, however, 
blows and oaths could be diftindUy heard, 
drew the attention of the company to the 
quarter from whence it proceeded. The 
oxen and mare, it feems, being hungry 
after their long journey, had made free 
with a trufs of hay which lay before the 
door : which the fcrvant of the tennis- 
court obferying, had amply refented on 

the 
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the peribn of the poor carter, whom he 
belaboured moft unmercifully, without 
telling him why or wherefore. The com- 
pany, however, interpofing, trtoquillity 
was again eftablifhed ; and the miftrefs of 
the tennis-court, who loved a play much 
better than her devotions, through un- 
heard-of generofity, in a woman of her 
profeffiorj, bid the carter let his cattle eat 
their bellies full. The carter, who had no 
obJ6<5tions to fqch an offer of kindnefs, 
embraced it without delay; and, whilft 
the beafts were feeding, the author too 
relied a while, and bethought himfelf 
what to fay in the next chapter. 


Mll»> 


CHAP, II. 

In which the Reader and la Rapptniert 
became better acquainted. 

KN O W^ courteous reader, for to 
you I addrefs myfelf, that, in dif- 
ferent parts of this kingdom is found a 
numerous fpecies of animals called wits 
or drolls. Few towns of any note want 
one ; and as to Paris, it has one for every 
ward. Know further, that I myfelf might 
have had that honour conferred upon me 
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by tks wgnd tot which I bel(»ig» but I de-^ 
ctined k; for I baye^long fince renounced 
this world, and aU its tooUik yanities.— * 
But this bjr the way. l.a Rappiniere, who, 
it feemsy was the wit or droll of Mans, 
took the firll opportunity of renewing 
the ooRverfation whi€h the late iquabble 
bad intermptedv by aiking the young 
ftroUery whether their compatiy confifted 
only of' Mils Gave, Mr- Rancour, and 
hinifelf ?' No fuch matter, rejoined Deftiny. 
The prince of Orange's, or the duke of 
Bpernon^s company, is not more com* 
pleat than ours. Why, Sir, we were at 
Tours, and met with prodigious fuccels 
there, when, as ill-luck would have it, 
our rarcte-pared dtjor-kecper happenect 
to kill eoe of the fuzileeis of the in- 
tendant of the prt)vinc^: we were obliged 
to fav'e ourfdves by, a^ fpeedy retreat, and 
in the* miferable rudicrous plight you lee 
us. Ay, thole fuzileers ofthe intendants 
have been as trm^bl^fovn^ to you Ibolkis 
at la Flefehe, faid^ M. la B^ppiniere. O ! 
the Murrain fei^e thetn^ Mclaimedt the 
miitreffr ^ the Tennis-cmanc, wkh fome 
emotion; 1 wairranc you now, we Ihoohl 
have no plays, if they couid help it. 
Here Rancour ftruck in — If they could!— 

In fpite of their teethe had we but thd 

keys 
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ktytf o£' our ^unk^ we migkt entertaoi 
iliie'M>wn for z matter of four or five dajFS 
before vre join the company at AlencoiH 
and' fee the devil and them at defiance. 
An an^er fo- well cakulaced to excise at- 
tention in the by-ftanders could not fail. 
Whilft they were loft in expe&ation, la 
Ra^inicre» linking it advifeable to 
ftrike the iion while it was hot, told 
Rancour, diat, as they oould not con- 
veniently get at their ftage cloaths, they 
imifb naake a ihift t9 do without them ; 
addiag^, tjiat, if Mifs Cave would accept 
of the ufe <rf an old- gown of his wife's, 
it was hefeirtily at her fervite. Struck with 
the ^erous offer, the ^od-natured 
iniflre& of the Tennis-court (fo powerful 
is cacample^ made alike offer to Rancour 
and Delliny of two or three fuits of 
doatfas, which had been left with her in 
pawn : and now preliminaries were on the 
point* of being finally adjufted, when, to 
the great furprize of all {yrefent, one of the 
by-ftanders, very archly as he thought, 
obferved, that th^y were all this time 
reckoning without their hoft ; for, con- 
tinued he, addreiCng himfelf to Rancour^ 
there arc but three of you, a number cer- 
tainly infufHcient for the performance of 
any play whatever. You happen to be a 
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little out there, replied Rancour, inter- 
rupting him, for I once a6bed%a whole 

play myfelf yes, fir, I perfonated the 

king, the queen and the ambaflador. 
And how do you think I could do this ? 
why, by adapting toy voice to the charac- 
ter, i;hat's all ; ay, ay, the management 
of the voice and the tones is the great 
fecret. For inftance, now I made ufe of 
a falfe treble-tone for the queen, fpokc 
through the nofe for the ambaflador, ad- 
dreffing myfelf at the fame time to the 
crown which I placed upon a chair ; and 
as for the king, I fairly refumed my feat, 
my crown, and my gravity, and lowered 
the key of my Voice to a bafs. Now, to 
con vince y ou of this, gentlemen, turning 
to the company, do but fatisfyour carter, 
defray our expences at the inn, and pro- 
vide us what cioaths you can conveniently' 
fpare, and we will engage to aft before 
night ; or, if you do not relifti the pro- 
polal, we muft beg leave to go to drink, 
or reft ourfelves ; for we really ftand in 
need of rcfrelhment, having come a great 
way, and in no fmall hurry. The ftroler's 
propofal being readily embraced, the 
devil, or la Rappiniere his agent, whofc 
talent for mifchief could brook no longer 
delay, nwved that Rancour and Deftiny, in 

order 


"'J 


"N?^ 


ROMANCE* 9 

order to haften the entertainment, fhould 
make ufe of the cloaths of two young men 
of the town, who were then pkying a fet 
at the tennis-court; and as for Mrs. 
Cave, continued he^ her ordinary drefs 
will anfwer the purpofe; and the audience, 
I make no doubt, will be kind enough to 
make proper allowances for any impro- 
prieties in that refpc6t. Tim motion, in 
which it was impoflible to difcern the 
doven-fbot, was as readily agreed to, and 
the ftrolers, after drinking a few glafies 
arpiece, pofTibly to aflift their memory, 
and infpire them with courage^ retired to 
drefs. The audience, in the mean time,, 
becoming numerous, had taken their 
places in a garret, or upper room ; wifere, 
after waiting fome minutes with' im- 
patience, a dirty cloth, inftead of a cur- 
tain, was drawn up, which difcovered 
Deftiny with a bafket on his head inftead 
of a crown, lying on a quilt, rubbing, 
his eyes, as if newly awoke, and moutb* 
ing in the tone of a celebrated aftor, 
the part of Herod^ iit the tragedy of 
Mariamne. 

Tho* much of the force of Deftiny's* 
looks was loft in the huge patch which 
almoft covered one half of his face, yet 
bis merit did not pafs unobferved or un- 
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appli^ed* Mir* Casvse per6^med weit«^ 
<knra in t^ parts of Mariainnc and 
^ome ; and RaDCOvr,. like another PhK 
teus^ went through the remaining chaai' 
ra^rs of the piece^ witk. univerfal ap* 
plaufe. The play was now drawing to a 
conclufion^ and the moft pertfed hsixxoasq 
fubfiiled betwieeoi the audiencr and the 
afborSy when, an adventttre* happened thar 
qwte unhinged the public tranquility^ 
and had well niglt rendered the cacaa- 
ftr(^he more tragical than either the de£^ 
p^r of Herod, or the death of JM^namne» 
What that adventuore was, thoi^ reader,^, 
knoweftnot; forhow; ihoukift thDu, &e* 
ing it is much if the amhor fatmiJblf 
knows ? Suffice it for thee, at prefeat, 
to be afibred that pifis, kicks, oaths, and- 
boxes on the ear, inaki& a caf»tal part of 
it I and, to crown the. whole, an mditi^ 
ment and inform^on, taheoi o^t by lai 
Rappimere, tbe mc^ fldlfiiL of ait msm 
in incH inatten* 
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CHAP. IIL 

Contohmf a hattk^ inferior to none in 
Horner^ or Don S^uixote^ 

BEFORE I proceed to the bloody 
biifine& of this chapter, the indul- 
gent reader will permit me to fay a word 
or two about terniis-conrt^y which are 
ib commoQ in the petty towns vof this 
kingfdom. . A tenni»-coult, then, is a 
pbce of public reJbrt for all thd bullieis, 
pickpockets^ cheats and feouodrels in the 
neighbourhood ; the manners are fUch as 
mi^t be expected from fo hopeful ahd 
motley a fociety ; and as to^ eonverfatiofi 
it is reflri&ed to three topits^ ribaldry^ 
blaiphemy, and fcandai; which are nb 
where to be found in fuch genuine purity 
aad perfedSom 'Twas^y ifi miftake noe, 
in a garret or upper room, belonging t^ 
one of thefe tenni$*>c0orts,. that I kisely 
left our three ftroiers performing the 
tragedy of Mariamne, with unhferfal a^ 
plaufe, to a (Crouded and elegtmt audiences, 
with la Rappiniere, the under-flieriff, ac 
tiieir head. Hitheito all was wdl, when^ 
in the midA of a mod inter^^g. icene 
between^ Hbrod and MariMdkS^ wh^ 
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KKauld enter the room, in their drawers^ 
with each iiis raquet in Jiisiand,. but the 
two identical young men, with whofe 
doaths Rancour and Deftiny^ at the iii- 
ftigation of la Rappiniere, had made fa 
free. They had juft finiftied their fet at 
tennis, and, being impatient ta fee the 
play, had ncglefted to get themfdves- 
rubbed. In this pickle then they entered 
tbif; room, where they vere hardly feated,, 
till they perceived that Herod and 
Pherores had their eloaths on. Blall yovL 
for a ufele6 £>aof a bitch, exclaimed the 
moft pafiionate of the two, addrefling; 
himfelf to the waiter of the tennis-court^ 
what the devil could make you give my. 
eloaths to that mountebank ? The vociw 

. feration and furious tone with which this, 
interrogatiqn was accompanied, almoin, 
petrefied the poor waiter, who knew well 
enough what a devil of a fellow he had: 
to deal with. Recolled:ing,. however,, the 
danger o£ delaying to give a peremptory 
anfwer, he replied with, great fubmiflion^ 
that indeed he had no han^ in it ; who 

. then, rafcal ? continued the incenied 
Ixully. The poor fellow^ not daring to 
accufe the author of all this mifchief^ 
before his face, flood mute, expeding 
every moment a found drubbing for hm 
- ' ^ delicacy J 
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<telicacy; whcil his fears were inftantly 
difpelled by the matchleis hnpudence of 
la Rappiniere, who, riling from his feat, 
cried out, ** 'twas I ; and what have yom* 
to fay to that ?** You are a damn'd eter*- 
fial feoundrel, repdied the other, and I 
.will break your head for your impudence; , 
So faying, he let £all his raquet, wMch he 
had fufpended for that purpofe, with 
prodigious violence, on the head and 
fliouldcrs of the under-lhcrkT; who ftood 
motionlefs, whether ftunned with the force 
of the blow, or furprifed that he, who, in 
all quarrels, had ever been tlie aggreffor, 
fliould be out-done at his Own weapons, 
or, pediaps, not inclined to hazard a bat- 
tle, upon a flight provocation, I will not 
polkively determine. However, to fay 
the trutlv, I lean towards the laft opinion^ 
for M. la Rappiniere was one of thofe 
prudent men who never ftrike when the 
^dds are manifestly aga^nft them. Buc, 
without enquiring into- caufes, which we 
can, at bed, but conjefttire, ib it was that 
* he ftood motionlefs $ and motionle& he 
might have continued to this very hour^ 
and thereby deprived the reader of much 
laughter and entertainment, had not his 
man, who, at this junfture,' happened to 
be fomewhat more irafcible than the 
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itiafiei^l'uflied, with an honeft indications 
upon the aggref^r, and, dealing his blows 
very liberally about him, imprinted vifible 
marks of^his fury on the face, neck, and 
hands of his^ unequal antagonift. La 
Rappiniere was by this time recovered 
from. hi$ iit of amazement y and finding 
hmafelf fb pawerfuDy reinforced, thought 
it incumbent upon him to refent the late 
provocation^ which now appeared greater 
in proportion as the danger grew kfs* 
In this laudable relblution, he charged 
the enemy with indefatigable brifkhefs in 
the vear ^ whilft his man exhibited fuch 
iurprifing feats of valour in the front. 
And now viftory, which had long re- 
mained <loubtfuH was on the point o£ 
declaring itfdf for the allied party, when 
a fudden reinforcement, received by the 
enemy, changed for a moment the face 
of aiEkirs, and reffcored tbe -baUance which 
a fuperiority of numbers had contaributed 
to ddh-oy. So much for the fiibltme. 
Now for the familiar. Wlulit la Rap^ 
piniere was exercifing his manhood on the 
back parts of his proftrate adver£try, a 
relation' of the latter, highly lefenting the 
indigmty offered to his friend, flew at the 
ftcure, unguarded under-ffaeriff, tore him 
down, and was ready to iacriike him- to 

.his 


ROMA KG E. f j' 

his JtiA indignation^ when, la! fucK is^the 
fortune of war ! his own heels wece trip- 
ped upv and the doftrudtion he meditated 
for another fdl with double, vengeance 
upon himiielf. The a&ion becoming 
general^ the audience divided into par* 
tiesi each individual efpoufed one &dc or 
another ; and our two itroters. Rancour^ 
and Deftiajr^iiaviBg, by this time, joined- 
the company, exhibited as pregnant mark» 
of genius in their real, as formerly in 
their affumed charaffiers* And now no* 
thing but noifir and confufion phevaited ^ 
fome fwore, others folded, all beat and 
kicked ; and, to add to the horrcM' of the 
fcene, the miftrefs of the tennis-court^ 
who iw^ her goods broken to peces, wasi 
itady to pierce the air with her lamentable 
cries* Our cQB^mcants were now in the 
very, heat o£ adicm, and ftools, chairs^ 
and ochor miffile weapmis,, were perform** 
ing dreadful havoc 09 both lides^ when^ 
hackily for thofe wfaoi^ had. no. defira to be 
murdered outright^ in came the right 
honourable the fene£:hal of Mayne^ at« 
tended by fome of the worfli^ful ma* 
g^tftraiies of the ttxwn of Mans. They had 
been walking, in the piae^a^of the market^ 
piace^ when a. oonfuied noife of blows^ 
cries and oaths, wl^dt juft then aflaiied 

their 
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their ears, giving the;m reafon to a^pre* 
hend a breach of the peace,' they ran with 
all fpeed to the place of adbion. Among 
other propofab lor reftoring the peace, it 
was moved by fome of their honours that 
two or three pailfulls of water thrown oa 
the combatants would have the defired 
fucccfs; and the oppofition between the 
coldnefs of the water, and the exceffive 
heat of thefe turbulent Ipirits was ftrongly 
infifted on^ but this remedy, which, to fay 
the truth, bade, fair for fuccefs, it was not 
found unncceflary to apply ; the warriors 
at length giving over, not from any in- 
dination for peace, but an utter inability 
of continuing the war. The total fulpen- 
fion of hoftilities which enfucd, was ow- 
ing, in a gr^at meafure, to the good 
offices of two charitable capuchins, who, 
thrufting themfelvcs between the con- 
tending parties, had procured a eeflation 
of arms, till an ecIatrcifTement ^nd mutual^ 
accommodation (hould take place. With 
whatever feeming rcludbince this amiable 
propofal of the peace-making capuchins 
was received, 1 am inclined to believe that 
our combatants would have been glad an 
hour before of fo decent a pretence of 
being ,off j for^ in faft, they were hearti- 
ly tired of one another* The truce thus 

efbabliflysd,, 
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eftablifbed, a negociation was fet on foot ; 
which, however, did not hinder informa- 
tions to be taken on both fides, previout 
to a trial in due courfe of law. 

And now that the battle is over, it re- 
mains to do juftice to the merit of Deftiny, 
one of the ftroUcrs, whofe prowefs and 
wonderful (kill in boxing are celebrated at 
this day in the town and environs of Mans, 
from the faithful account delivered by 
the two young men that begun the fray, 
whom he almoft cuffed to death ; as well 
a^ the concurring 'teftimonies of many 
others of the enemy, whom he difabled 
with the firft blow. His patch falling off 
in the fpuffle, people remarked that his 
face was as fine as his fliape was handfome ; 
mean while, to the horrid din and clamour 
of war fucceeded the milder notes of peace 5 
and after fome time fpcnt in repairing the 
ravages committed on the pcrfons and 
clo^ths of the combatants, there remained 
nothing of the late obftinate engajgement, 
byt a fpiteful grin; which appearing in 
the faces of both parties, would have of 
|tfelf pointed out to a ftranger, the aftors 
in that bloody fcene. It was late before 
la Rappiniere . and the ftroUers left the 
inn. In their way to the market-place, 
as that gallant magi&rate was difplaying 

his 
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his tifbd eloiquetlce a^ the p^ilous advett* 
tmt in whkh they had been engaged^ 
they found thcmfelves ftit«!»cwJid«d by 
feven or eight buHiefS, with fWdtidfii in their 
hands. The frighced fhi^rifF was like to 
drop with fear, and no- woiideif, fbf a thruft 
aimed at him by one <&f Ae villains^ was 
juft about to tdte its t&&y when the hero 
Dfeffiiny generoufly i«!crpo6ngY warded 
dff the blow, at ths oTpenoe o^ a flight 
wounds which, in- fpi«e of hi& agility, he 
i^ccived^ in* the arm. His ardour nothing 
diminilhed by a paltry acddt^it;, he drew 
Bis rapier, and in the twinklfeg o#aai eye^ 
be^ two fwofds out of th^^ hantis of thtf 
enemy, broke two (^ three (kulliH* flaflickl 
as many faces^ andy in a word, made fiicH 
havoc among t?he gendemcn of the am- 
bufeade, that, to the immortjj honour of 
thi^ ftrolling coniedianj it was i/mani^ 
moufly conteflbd, by a numerous crowd 
of fpe^batofs, that they nevet had feen fo 
Taliartt a champion; 

The reader, whofe curiofity is evef 
KttidaWe, will; no doubt^ be defirous to 
know the caufc of tfhe bloody intention^ 
df thefe buHies againft h Rappiniere and 
his company. THe fellow who had be- 
gun the htc frayin the tennis-court, had 
giren si particular aecount of the Woodv 
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engagement to his brother-in-law and an 
apothecarjrof his friends, upon his return 
home. In the relation la Rappiniere 
was not forgot; and as he aiTured them 
that he was ftill at the tennis-court, they 
refolved to make reprifals, and avenge the 
manual caftigation which their friend had 
fecdved by a fpecies of fbmewhat more 
fevcre. For this purpofe, they had ac- 
tually hired a let of buUies to ailaflinate 
the under-fheriff; who, in all probability, 
would have fkllen a viftim under the 
hands of theie defperate ruffians, had not 
Dcftiny, l)y a well-timed difplay of his 
raJour, rernksed their defign abortive, 
in. t^e manner we have relatifl^ 

We return to lar Rappinieney who ¥raa 
£> forprifed, and fo plea£rd, with tho 
nnerous condud of Deftiny, that, ta 
new he was nw infenfij^le to merit, hd 
mvited him: and his: company to pafs fome 
days at his hou£r; when the carter, hav-* 
ing laid down the ifaollmg immMrc^ 
Rtumed home lo his viUiage.. 
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CHAP. IV. 

La Rapptnierfs bofpitalifyy and the ad^ 
venture of the Jhe-goat. 

MADAME la Rappin'cre, the 
moft fubmiflive of wives, received 
the company with a world of politenefs. 
This lady, whom I would introduce to 
the reader's acquaintance, was neither 
handfome nor ugly 4 tho' fo very lean 
and drv, that (he never fnufFed a candle 
with her fingers, without their catching 
fire. I could enlarge for hours upon her 
good and bad qualities, and relate fuch 
ftories — but I forbear, for fear of being 
tedious. The firft compliments were 
fcarce over, when the two ladies feemed, 
by mutual confent, to have banifhed all 
fort of diftance and referve, and accofted 
each other with dear madam, my dear- 
. fift fweet Mrs. Cave, and fuch like familar 
• appellations. The under-fherifi^, who had 
a moft intolerable fhare of vanity, was no 
fooher come into the room, than looking 
around him, with an air of importance, 
he bid fomebody go to the kitchen and 
Urdcr widhaften foppcr. This order he 
knew it was impoifible to execute, as 

there 


R-O M A N C E. %t^ 

there was no^bpdy in his honiib befides h\% 
valct-dc'Chambrc, who. was likewiie oc- 
cafionally his grooQiy a young maid, and 
an old lame wpman as crazy as a mangy- 
dog* The truth of the matter was, he 
generally dined and fupped in taverns at 
the expence of every fool and bubble he 
met with ; whilft ibup, cabbage, and ihort 
commons, were the fare of his wife and 
orderly family at home. On the prefent 
occafion, being willing . to provide a^ 
fumptyous entertainment, and well know- 
ing the meagre Hate of the larder, he 
was flipping behind his back fome 
money into the hands of his iervant, to 
fetch fomething for fupper, when his 
vanity was doomed to fuffer a fevere morti • 
fication ; for thro' the aukwardnefs either 
of the mafter or the man, the pence fell 
on the chair he fat on, and from thence 
to the ground. This accident quite dii^ 
concerted the company ^ the wife blu(hed 
up to the ears; the fervant curfed and, 
muttered ; mifs Cave was a ^ood deal un-^ 
eafy; even la Rappiniere himfelf looked 
confounded upon it, and feemed to wiih 
.the thing had not happened. Rancour, 
indeed, did not much mind it •, and as 
for Deftiny, I could never learn how it 
a&ded him. Be that as it may, the. 

money 
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monfey was. taken trp, and a fupper,, goo3 
0r bad, procured, which came in juft as 
DcftiiTjr was informing the company that 
be had very ^ood reafons to dilguife him- 
fclf, and particalarly ' for wearing that 
large patch, which, as we have obferved 
before, covered more than one half frf" his 
fece. The more fcriotrs arid important 
bufinefi of eating, and afterwards, of 
drinking, which enfticd, interrupted a 
convcrfation^ which, for ought the reader 
or writer knows, might have been pro- 
duftive of fome great difcovjery. Cer- 
tain it is the fubjeft did not onoe recur 
to Rappinicre that night; for, aft^r hav- 
ing eaten a hearty meal, he applied the 
glafs fo frequently to his own head, that, 
what with eating and drinking, and telling 
a number of lies about himfelti he was fair- 
ly knocked up, and carried dead-drunk to 
l^ed. Rancour and Mrs . Cave iupped like- 
fiimiftied players* Madame la Rappiniere 
determined to lay hold of the opportunity, 
Vhidi was feldom offered her, and eat fo 
very greedily, thatfliegot afurfeit; DefKny 
alone iupped foberiy,:and went foberiy to 
bed. He lay in a little room by himfelf, 
Mrs. Cave in a clofet with the chamber- 
maid, and Rancour with the valet-de- 
chambft, the Lord knows where. I 

fhould 
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fiioiild'hQre «ft a vieil ever thcixinfac* 
tioDs of the Bi%ht^ > h^ \t bcei^ devoted 
to fle^; but, «s (AotsrithftandiAg their 
i^tjgue* W their U^ be^rQT meal, £> 
vmctrt0if^ is^ icrvwy ^Ihwg h^e bckw 1 
tl^ikpt but Utde) it be^omfs tnc^ ^ a 
faithful hiftdridn^ fiQ .^ofmnunictqe ail n^ 
kBomflcdgs t».ihie cttriow «nfl enquiring 
Deader. After her firfl; flf ep, aigc^uiie la 
RappiniQce, from wbtt caiife I Igiow no(, 
had an tncKaatiao to^pwhat kiagsthem* 
felvses niviit do without si, proxy. In her 
hurcy to get vOMt of bed, fkfi wiaked hsr huf- 
baad, who, fiadiog hknfejlf »k>ne, called 
0Utforhi$ w^e; ao-body making anfwcr, 
lie grew jfij^w, feU lA a pofkHi, and role 
out of im bed, half drgnk as he was, in 
a fory: haviog groped his way out of 
the chamber^ he heard the ftaniping €>i 
feet before him, which increafing hi^ 
fufpicioaa, he followed the neife through 
a little gallery that ted tp Peftiny's rooo^f 
He noNT foitfid faifxifelf fo near what he 
purfttf d, that lie tnod upw its heels, wif 
folly perfuadcd that it wa$ his fpoufe^ ha 
itfas:gQong t0 lay hojid on hcr» cry^ig our^ 
YxM whore I fiut his hands could catch 
nothing; and his feet ^t the i^me time 
giving way, he feU pro^t^ ^n his nofe» 
fiCj hPwever^ cpntinued the ftruggle. 
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till, feeling Ibmethirtg pointed riinning 
into his breaft, he dk>ubced fome foul 
play J and, thinkmg it high time to alarm 
the family, he roared out murder in a 
moft hideous manner ; help! help! lam 

ftabbed — barbaroufly murdered oh f 

help ! The whole houfe was foon in art 
uproar, and every body ran to give aC 
fiftance where it feemed to be fo much 
required. Firft came the maid with a 
candle, then Rancour and the valet in 
their (hirts ; behind them Mrs. Cave in a 
tattered petticoat; Dcftiny followed cloie 
with a fword in his hand ; and, to com- 
'plcat the group, madame la Rappiniere 
in her fmock brought up the rear. They 
cxpefted to fee fome perfon in iminent 
danger ; but judge their furprize, when, 
by the light of the candle, they per- 
ceived the furious la Rappiniere grap- 
pling with a fhe-goat, which was kept in 
the houfe to fuckle fome y6ung puppies, 
whofe dam happened to die. His wife^ 
who prefently iufpefted the truth of the 
matter, alked him if he was mad: to 
which emphatical queftion he anfwered, 
not without hefitation, that he had taken 
the goat for a thief. The adventure end 
cd, every one returned to his bed, mak 
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iflg what oonftrudaon he pleafed upon 
the afiair ; and as £3r the goat, {he was 
fliut up again with her puppies. 


C H A P. V. 

In which anther principal hero makes 

bis appearance. 

AN heio, iajr the criticks, k, or 
ought to foe, a perled charadber. 
If fo, how abfurd is the conduct of our 
modern romance- writers, who afcribe that 
perfection to 'a (ingle hero which they 
might juft as eafdy parcel out among a 
much greater number. For it is evident, 
by the ruk of proportion, that if one h6ro 
reflefts credit upon any work, half a 
dozen fuch heroes .will refl^£t juft fuc 
times that credit upon the fame work. 
As therefore I flnnild be ine^ccufable to 
adopt that condudt, the abfurdity of which 
I laboured to expofe, nothing lels than a 
multiplicity of heroes will ferve my turn \ 
and by this charaderiftic difference fhall 
my Comic Romance be diflinguifhed from 
every fpedes of compofition, whether 
romantic, epiq, or dramatic, that has yet 
appeared. 

Vol. I. C Hitherto 
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Hitherto Deftiny has filled the fcenc! 
It is now time for Rancour to relieve him. 
This ftroller, whom we mean to raife to 
the rank of a hero, was one of thofe dif- 
agreeable mortals, who hate every body, 
and are not even much pleafed with thcm- 
felves. Peevifhnefs, caprice, and difcon- 
tent formed the principal outlines of his 
charafter. His wit, if he had any, was 
confined to a few fmart ftrokes of re- 
partee, and a tolerable talent in making 
doggrel rhimes. As for honour and con- 
fcience, he had neither. He was as mar 
licious as an old monkey, and as envious 
as a famifhed dog. Before this redoubted 
hero, all characters, good and bad, were 
levelled promifcuoufly ; and merit, par- 
ticularly where it appeared in thofe of 
his own profcflion, was fure to meet with 
no quarter. If you named Bellerofe, he 
was intolerably afFefted ; Mindon, a 
damned bad voice ; Floridor, O ! a mere 
fpouter. 

Thefe aflfefted nothings, would he often 
exclaim on fuch occafions, are entirely 
ftrangers to the graces of true aftion, pro- \ 
per gefture; and juft articulation. They 
pretend to exprefs a paffion, and they tear 
it to pieces.. The reader, from this fpc- 
cimen, might be apt to conclude that 

Mr. 
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Mr; Rancour poifeifed no fmall (hare of 
critical knowledge. No conclufion, how- 
ever, would be more rafli or wor fe found- 
cd. To fey the truth,, this anch-critic in 
conceit was no more than a mean vender 
of fentimenis, pick^ up at iecond hand, 
which he faith^Uy i^taUed on tvery oc- 
cafion that offered; kis abilities as an 
aftor were of the fame kind; and, though 
he never failed to infinuate that he was 
the only model of perfeftion the ftage 
could boaft of, it was well known that he 
was fuffered in the company, merely on 
the foot of old-^ge,and long fervicc. 
"When the ftage was reduced to Hardy's 
"plays, he afted the parts of nurfes, in a 
treble tone, and with a mafque ; but fince 
its reformation, his fpbcre of aftion was 
enlarged. He now over-looked the door- 
keeper, and afted the parts of confi- 
dants, ambaffadors, bailiffs, bullies, gen^ 
tlemen-ufhers, and footmen. Upon thefe 
vaft accomplifhments he had built an un- 
fufferable degree of pride ; which, joined 
to his talents for (lander, and a quarrel- 
fome over-bearing humour, fupported by 
a little courage, made him to be dreaded 
by all his companions, except Deftiny, 
with whom he was as tame as a lamb,, 
and as reafonable as his natural inclination 

C 2 would 
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would fuffcr him. *Twas once confident- 
ly affirmed th4t a hearty drubbing giTen 
him by Deftiny, had produced this pecu*- 
liarity in his behaviour; but that report 
did n6t gain ground no more than another 
malicious ftdry, about his having con- 
ceived fo ftik>ng d paflton for other 
people^s goods, as often to make them 
his own without their knowledge or con- 
fent. 

This Rancour, who, crpon the whole, 
was one of tTie beft fort of men in the 
world, had lain, as the reader will remem* 
ber, with Doguin, the Iheriffs valet-de- 
chambre; and whether the bed was none 
of the beil;^ or that Dogutn was but an in* 
difierent bed-fellow, fo it was that poor 
Rancour could not flcep a wink all night. 
At break of day Doguin being called up 
by his matter, the ftroller rofe likewife ; 
and paffing by laRappiniere's chamber, he 
ilepped in to wifti him good morrow. 
The latter received his compliments with 
all the ftate of a country mayor, and 
fcarce deigned to return any of his civili- 
ties^; whilft Rancour, to whom fuch con- 
temptuous ufage was familiar, bore all 
with a calm and ftoic indifference. His 
worftiip w^s pleafcd, however, at length 
to deicend from his dignity to the familiar; 
• • and. 
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and, among a tluiufiind other qudHons 
about the ftage, aiked Rancour, how 
long Detdnf had been one of their com* 
panjT i adding, that be was an exxeUent 
player. It may be fo, replied Rancour^ 
but all is not gold that gMfters ; when I 
played the firft charo^rs, he aAed thofe 
of pages; ye$, fir, he has been fent on a 
meflage to your hunible fervant, and I 
have had the honour of kicking him in 
that capacity many*s the time and oft— « 
Now, I appeal to you, how the devil is it 
poiTible that he fhould underftand a trade 
that he never learned ? Is it to be fup- 
pofed that players are to come up like 
mufhrooms, inone hight? No, I warrant 
you.> What then is the cauf&of his fuc^ 
cefs ? Why he is young, he is young; but 
if your honour knew as much of him as I 
do, you would be of another guefs mind^ 
for he is as proud as if he was lineally 
defcended from Charlemagne, and yet he 
won't tell us who he is, nor whence he 
comes, no more than a handfome Phillis^ 
that accompanies him, under the name of 
fifter, and who, for aught I know, is no 
better than a— — but no matter for that. 
You would not think it, perhaps, but I 
faved his life once at Paris at the expencc 
of two great wounds, I received from a 
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fword; and he was fo unthankful for the 
good office, that, inftead of providing me 
with a furgcon, he fpent the whole night 
in fe^rching the dirt for a certain jewel 
enriched with fa]fe diamonds, of which^ 
he faid, he was robbed, by thofe that fet 
upon us. When, where ? interrupted la 
Rappiniere, with fome emotion. Upon 

the twelfth day of on the Pontaeuf,. 

anfwered Rancour. This reply produced 
violent efFefts on the IherifFand his man= 
Doguin : they became pale and red by 
turns ; and la Rappiniere fhifted the dif- 
courfe in fuch diforder, that vRancour, 
who obferved his confufion, began ta 
wonder at it. The hangman of the town 
and fome archers coming in, interrupted 
their converfation, to the great fatisfadtion 
of all parties, particularly of Rancour, 
who was fenfible that what he faid had 
touched la Rappiniere in a very tender 
part ; though he could not poflibly divine 
what fhare he might have had in the ad- 
venture. 

In the mean time Rancour joined 
Deftiny, whom he found with mifs Cave, 
wafting his breath to no purpofe to make 
an old taylor confefs, that he knew no 
more about his bufmefs than a coach- 
horfe. The matter in difpute was this^ 

Deftiny 


ROMANCE. ji 

t^eftlny, it (eeins» had found among the 
playhoufe furniture, two coats, and a 
tattered pair of breeches much worn out, 
which he had given to this botcher, to 
make out of them a more fafhionable 
fuit, than the trunk*breeches he had on ^ 
but the unaccountable • blockhead, in- 
Head of making one of the coat5 ferve to 
mend the other, and the breechesf alfo, as 
Deftiny certainly meant he fhould, had, 
through an error in judgment, unworthy 
of his profeffion, mended both the 
doublets out of the breeches; ib that 
poor Deftiny, with fo many coats, and no 
breeches at all, muft either keep his 
chamber, or fubmit tp the mortification 
of being followied by the children in the 
ftreets, and hooted at, upon account of 
his comical drefs, as he had been before. 
Ftom this dilemma, he was, however, 
foon delivered by la Rappiniere, who 
generoufly prefentcd him with a fuit of 
cloaths, the fpoils of a highwayman, who, 
by the vigilance of this worthy magiftrate, 
had been apprehended and broke upon 
the whecJ not long before. What, faid 
the hangman, who was prefent^ and who, 
in fa£t, had left thofe cloaths in the 
cuftody of la Rappiniere's maid, difpofe 
of my property, a pcrquifite of my pro- 
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feflion^ and before my face? Thi^lre- 
inon(trancc» ftrong as it was, was little 
attended to i and this officer was forced 
to pocket the injury, for fear of the un- 
der-flieriff, who threatened to turn him 
out of his place if he heard a word more 
about the matter. The fuit fitted Deftiny 
to a hair, who, after giving the taylor 
one of the botched doublets for his pains, 
went out with la Rappiniere and Rancour. 
They all dined at a tavern, at the expencc 
of one of the burghers, who, having' 
bufinefs with la Rappiniere, had 'brought 
him hither to tranfad; it. Mifs Cave, in 
the mean time, kept her landlady com**- 
pany; and, like an induftrious aArefs, 
employed herfelf in wafhing her fmocks 
and dirty nrght-gowns. 

Doguin, the iheriff's valet, having met 
two of the young men whom he hadfb 
feverely handled the day before in the 
tennis-court, was fcnt home with one large 
fra&ure in his (kuU) three terrible wounds 
in the fmall guts, diflocations in fix dif* 
ferent places, with bruifes, blows, and 
contufions without number. La Rap- 
piniere was ihocked at the fight, and 
fwore he woyld have fatisfaAion i Deftiny 
advifed him to find out the murderers, 
aad Rancour, who did not care to fleep 

with 
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vrjth Doguhi in hb prefent dangerous 
condition, being heartily tired with ftroU^ 
ing about the ftreets, went to the next 
inn for a bed ; where we ftall attend him, 
after having wiihed la Rappiniere and hil 
company a good night. 


CHAP VL 

The adventure cf the chamber-pctj tie 
death of Doguin^ and other memorable 
occurrences. 

RANCOUR we»l into the inn » 
with a hearty meal on his ftomach, 
and fomething more than half drunk: 
he was introduced by la RapfMniere's 
maid^ who bid the hoftefs get a bed 
ready for him. Who have we here ? faid 
the hoftefs ; faith, had We no other 
cuftomeni than fuch as he, our houfe-rcnc 
would be but ill-paid • Peace, hufly, 
iaid the hufband, Mr. la Rappiniere does 
us too much honour. My compliments 
to your mafter, child, the gentleman Iball 
be provided with a bed. Ay, but where ? 
rejoined the hoftefs; there was but one 
left, and a merchant from Lower-Maine 
belpokc it not half an hour fmcc." 
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Thefe vocds were fcarce out of her 
mouth, when the merchant came in, who 
hearing the occafion of their di^ute^ 
offered Rancour a (hare of his bed; which 
the ftroller, with fome faint expreflions 
of gratitude, accepted. The merchant 
having called for fupper, the landlord, as 
ufual, kept him company 5 and Rancour, 
without much entreaty, putting in for a 
third, began to drink upon a new fcore. 
Their converfation turned moftly upon 
politics, taxes, and the national debt 5 
they damned monopolies, drank confu- 
fion to excifemen, fettled the miniftry, 
and unfcttled- their -own brains fo much; 
efpecially the inn-keeper, that forgetting 
he was at home, he lugged out his purfe 
and called for the fcckoning> when his 
wife knowir^ his failing, and perceiving 
that he was already far gone, pulled him 
by the flioujder, with the afliftance of 
the maid, into his chamber, and laid him 
upon the bed with his cloaths on. Ran- 
cour being left alone with the merchant, 
told him that he was troubled with a 
ftrangury, and would be very forry, if he 
ihould incommode him ; O ! not in the 
:kaft, replied the merchant, who was of 
an obliging benevolent difpofition: in any 
event, ^ night will loon be over. 

it 
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It will b^ proper to obfervc that the bed 
was fo placed as to be clofe to the wall ; 
Rancour went into it firft, and the mer- 
chant going after him lay at the ftock 
which was confidered as the place of 
honour. Upon lying down, Rancour 
afked his companion for the chamber-pot^ 
What to do ? faid the merchant. Why 
to put it by me, to avoid being trouble* 
fome to you, replied Rancour. No 
trouble in the leaft, returned the other ; 
1 Ihall give it you, whenever you have 
occafion for it. To this kind offer 
Rancour feemed unwilling to confent, 
protefting he Ihould be extremely forry 
to trouble him. The merchant fell afleep 
without returning any anfwer ; and was 
juft beginning to enjoy the fweets of 
rcpofe, when the malicious ftroUer, whofe 
love of mifchief would not fufFer him to 
reft, pulled him by the arm, crying. Sir, 
fir. What's the matter, faid the mer- 
chant, haftily, gaping and ftretching him- 
felf. Pray reach me the chamber-pot, 
quoth Rancour. That J will, faid the 
other : at the fame tiipe'leaning over the 
bed, he took up the urinal, and gave it 
to Rancour j who, after feeniing to ufc all 
his endeavours, muttering a thoufand 
oaths to himfelf, and making bitter com- 

C 6 plaints 
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plaints of his diftemper^ returned it to 
the merchant, without making a iingle 
drop of water. The benevolent trader 
fet it on the ground again, and opening 
his mouth as wide as an oven. Truly, 
fir, faid he to Rancour, I '■ I pitty 
you, and fell afieep prefcntly. The ftrpUer 
foffered him to indulge his drowiinefs^ 
till he fnored as loud as the bafe-pipe of 
an organ, when waking him a fecond 
time, he renewed his complaints, and 
afked him for the chamber-pot with as 
much malice as he had done before. The 
merchant, pitying his diftrels^ delivered 
it into his hands with his ufual kindnefs % 
when Rancour putting himfelf in a piffing 
pofture, cried out ftill louder than be- 
fore, and was twice as long endeavour- 
ing, in vain, to make water. At length, 
after feeming to ufe hi» utmoft efforts to 
no purpofe, he defired the merchant not 
to give himfelf the trouble to reach the 
chamber-pot any more, for that he would 
for the future reach it himfelf. Juft as 
you pleaie, anfwered the honeft trader, 
yawning ; methinks you have a forry 
time on't, I wilh you relief with all my 
heart. I am v^ry much obliged to you, 
returned the ftroller, groaning, as if he 
was in an agony of pain •, you had bet- 
ter 
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tcf compofe yourfelF for reft. So I 
ihall, laid the other, who, in fkft, would 
have given half he was worth for a hearty 
nap ; and in a few minutes he was faft 
afleep. 

Short-Kv^d, however, was his tranquil- 
lity, for his malicious companion per- 
ceiving by that faithful alarum, his nole» 
that the merchant wjis got into a profound 
flcep, he laid his elbow on the pit of his 
ftomach, and, ftretchin^ forth the other 
arm, as if he ^ould take up fomethini 
from the ground, crulhcd him down wit] 
the whole weight of his body. Zounds, 
fir, what do you mean ? the unfortunate 
trader exclaimed in a moft hideous man- 
ner, ftarting out of his fleep, you have 
almpft ftifled me. I alk yoqr pardon, 
returned Rancour with a tone as foft and 
gentle, as that of the merchant was loud 
and vehement — I hope you are not hurt 
—I only meant to take up the chamber- 
pot ^Not hurt ! cried the other, I 

believe I am deftroyed. Damn it, could 
not you have alked me for the pot, I 
had much rather have given it to you, 
and not flecp all the night long, you 
have fo crufhed me. Rancour made no 
anfwer, but fell a piffing fo plentifully, 
and with fuch force, that the very noife 

had 
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had been fupicient to wake the merchant. 
In fin«, he filled the pot, and then re- 
turned Heaven thanks, with a villainous^ 
hypocrify. The merchant, hoping his 
(kcp would no more be interrupted, wifli- 
ed him joy on his . plentiful difcharge of 
urine, and was going to compofe himfelf 
again for reft, when Rancour,, making as 
if he would fet the chamber-pot on the 
ground, let fall both the pot and its 
contents on the merchant's face, beard and 
breaft, excufing hinnfelf with. Dear fir, I 
beg your pardon ; upon my fouL it flipt 
out of my hand. The merchant, without 
returning an anfwer, leap'd out of bed^ 
roaring like a mad man, and calling for 
a candle, while Rancour, who, fecretly, 
enjoyed his diftrefs, failed not to exprefs 
the deepeil concern at what had happen- 
ed. Mean time the merchant raifed the- 
whole houfe with his continual roaring ; 
anci the landlord, his wife, maids, and 
fervants being come to know what the 
matter was ; The matter ! quoth he, you 
have put me to bed with the devil, I 
think — I have had fuch a night of it- 
Come, let me have a fire lighted in 
another room, for TU ftay no longer here. 
The company begged him to be more 
particular 5 but he was in fuch a paffion, 

that. 


R O MAN C E. 3# 

that, without gratifying their requefl, 
he took his cloaths in a fury, and went 
down to the kitchen to dry himfelf, 
wJiere he lay all night ftretched on a 
bench by the fire fide. 

The innkeeper importuning Rancour 
to tell him what he knew of the matter. 
Upon my honour^ anfwered the ftroUer, 
with an air of ingenuity, which he well 
knew how to alTume, he has furprized 
me no lefs than he has doiie you, nor 
can I for my life divine what caufe he 
has to complain, . This, only I can fay, 
that he has difturbed mq in the midlt 
of the foundcft deep I ever enjoyed in my 
life. He has certainly had fome ill-dream, 
or other, or is befide himfelf, for look 
ye, he has bepifs'd the bed. As I am 
a Chriftian woman and fo he has, exclaim- 
ed the hoftefs, turning up the quilt ^ yes, 
he has wet it through and through. O ! 
the devil take fuch trumpery, fay I; but 
he gets not off fo — by the mafs TU make 
him pay for it. Having faid this, flic 
withdrew with the company, after bid- 
ding Rancour good-night; who, now that 
the comedy was finifhed, compofed him- 
felf for reft; and, in fad, he flept foundly. 
However, he was called up earlier than 
he chofe by la Rappiniere's maid, who 

came 
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came running to fetch him to Doguin,^ 
who was th«i juft dying, and defired to 
ipeak with him before he made his exit; 
Impatient to know what a dying man, 
with whom he got acquainted but the 
day before, mi^t have to fay to him. 
Rancour loft no time in obeying the 
fummons. On his arrival he found 
it was a miftake of the maid, who hear- 
ing the expiring valet call for the player, 
had taken him for Deftiny. That ftrollef 
was juft then Ihut up in Dpguin*s cham- 
ber, being informed by the prieft, who 
confcffcd him, that he had fomething of 
great importance to communicate. He 
had not been there above a quarter of an 
hour, when the under-ftieriff came home, 
having gone abroad at day-break upon 
bufinefs. Being told that his man, whofe 
lofs of blood rendered his wounds incur^ 
able, had defired to fee the player Deftiny 
before he died — " And has he fecn him ?^ 
afked la Rappiniere in great diforder. 
Anfwer was made they were aftually 
locked in together at that time; at 
which information he was in a manner 
thunder-ftruck j and running in a great 
fright knocked at Doguin's chamber- 
door, juft as Deftiny was opening it to 
call for help, the fide man being taken 

with 
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with a fainting fit. The iherifF, in great 
confufion, aflked him what his iervant had 
to fay to hini. I think he is light-head* 
ed, replied Deftiny coldly^ he has afked 
me pardon a thoufand and a thoufand 
times; and I cannot tell that he ever 
offended me. However, let fyrmbodf 
look after faim, for he cannot livie long. 
Upon this they made towards the bed, 
and that very inftant Dc^uin gave up the 
ghoft — ^an event at which the fympathiz- 
ing iheriff {een^d rather pleafed than con- 
cerned. Thole il^ho were acquainted with 
him judged the reaibn of his unconcern 
to be, becaufe he owed him his wages i 
but Deftiny along knew beft q£ aiiy what 
he ought to think of it. In the mean 
time two moi^ of the ftrolling company 
arrived at la Rappiniere's faoufe, and were 
Immediately recognized by Deftiny. But 
left the reader fhould be furfeited with 
fuch a variety of dilhes, we defer giving 
any farther account of thefe new-comers 
till the next chapter. 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. VIL 

The adventure of the Utters. 

DE S T I N Y's fervant, the youngcft 
of the two ftroUers^.who came to la 
Rappmiere's, informed his mafter that 
the reft of the cotnpanjr were all arrivedy 
except Stella, who had ftrained her foot, 
three leagues off Mans. But how came 
vou hither? Who told you we were, 
nere ? faid Deftiny. . The plague, which 
now rages at Alenyon, aniwered the other: 
flroUcr, whofe name was Olive, obliged 
us to make for Bonneftable ; and fome 
inhabitants o£ this town, whom we met 
by the way, informed us you adted 
here — ^We were lifeewife told that here, 
had been the devil and all. to do — thatf 
you had fought, and was mortally wound- 
ed ; poor Stella has been much grkvcd. 
on your account^ and defires you to fend 
her a litter. The keeper of the next inn,., 
who was come at the report of Doguin's 
death, faid he had a litter at home, and 
if they would pay him his demand, it 
Jhduld be ready to go by noon. This 

{)ropofal was received with pleafure, the 
itter was hifed fora crown, and chambers 

were 
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were taken in the inn for the whole com- 
pany. About nooniy the ftroUing caravan 
fet out for Bonneftable, la Rappiniere 
having ftayed behind to procure a licence 
for afting from the deputy governor, The 
day being fultry^ Rancour flept.in the 
litter, Olive was mounted on the hinder 
horfe, and the inn-keeper's man on the 
other before j Deftiny, who trudged it 
on foot, with^ a gun on his fhoulder^ 
was entertained by his man, during the 
journey, with a narrative of what had be- 
fallen the company from the caftle at 
Loire, to a village near Bonneftable, 
where Stella had ftrained her foot, as 
flie lighted off her horfe. In the midft of 
this entertaining converfation, two men 
well mounted, and who hid their faces 
with their cloaks, as they paflTed* by 
Deftiny, rode up to the litter, on the fide 
where it was uncovered, and finding in it 
but one man afleep, I verily believe^ 
faid he that was mounted on the bcft 
horfe, all the devils in hell are this day 
broke loofe againft me, and have turned 
thenifelves into the fhape of litters to- 
plague me ; which faid, he. clapped fpurs 
to his horfe and rode acrofs the field,, 
with his companion after him. Olive 
called Deftiny, and recounted to him 

the 
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the adventure, the meaning of which he 
could not underftand i nor indeed did he 
give hiBfifclf much trouble aboilt the 
matter. They had not proceeded a 
quarter of a league farther, when the 
driver of the litter, who had fallen into a 
profound fleep, brought k into a q<uag« 
mire, where Rancour was like to be 
over-turned. The horfes having broke 
their traces, they were obliged to un- 
harnefs them, and pull them out of the 
dirt by neck and tail. With difficulty 
they reached the next village, where, 
whilft the {battered furniture of the 
litter was refitting, Rancour, Glive, and 
Deftiny's man took a hearty glafs at the 
gate of an inn that happened to be in 
the village. At this inftant came by 
another litter, led by two meii on foot, 
which Kkewife flopped before the inn. 
Scarce was thii litter arrived, but there 
appeared another an hundred fteps be- 
hind it. It is my humble opinion, faid < 
Rancour, that all the litters in the pro- 
vince have agreed to rendezvous here, 
about (bme bufinefs trf* importance ; and 
to hold a general council; but methinks 
they ought to begin their conferences -, for 
f tis oot probable that any more will come* 

Nay^ 
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Nmfy f«d the faofte&, here's another— ^n4 
in truth they iaw a fourth, coming 
from Nfom, which cnade thetn all laugh 
heartily, except R^cour, who never 
laughed, as I faid before. The laft litter 
flopped wiiii the reft; and iof the flfiemory 
of man, io many litters weife never feen 
tDgethen If thofe that looked for litters, 
ahd whom we met a while ago, where 
here, they would have enough of them, 
£|kl the leader of the firft litter. I have 
met with fome of them, faid the iecond i 
ib havp we, faid he that conduded the 
ftroller's litter ; to which he that came 
laft added, he was . like to have *been 
thraihed by them. But why? aikod 
Deftiny. BecMife, anfwcrcd he, they had 
a defign upon a cerc^ gentlewoman, 
who ftrained her foot, and whom we 
carried to Mans. I never fiiw men fo 
furious and unreafonable ; they quarrel- 
led with me, only becaufe they miffed o£ 
what they looked for, This made the 
ftroUers attentive ; and by the anfwer of 
the litter-man to two or three queftions 
they put to him, they were informed, 
that the lady of the lord of the village 
where Stella ftrained her foot, had given 
her a vifit, and taken greAt care to have 
her carried fafe to Mans. The convcr- 

fation 
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fation continued a little longer between 
the litters; aud they learnt of one 
another, that they were all fearched by 
the fame men whom the ftroUers faw. 
The firft litter carried the parfon of 
Domfront, who came from the wells of 
Bellefin, and went to Mans, in order to get 
che phyficians of that place to confuh 
about his diftemper. The fecond carried a 
wounded officer, who returned from the 
army. At laft the litters parted ; dtofe 
of the parfon of Domfront, and of the 
ftrollers, went together to Mans; and the 
• others wfere they thought fit. The fick 
parfon lighted at the fame inn wher^the 
ftrollers were quartered, being the place 
where he ufed to lie on that road. Wc 
\irill leave him to take his reft in his room, 
and in our next chapter we fhall- pay a 
vifit to the ftrollers, to fee what is dol- 
ing, in theirs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

ff^birein^are eofUainedmam things tucejfary 
/^ be knowfty for ibe undirjianding of this 
true biftcry. . . 

T.H E llrollmg company confided of 
Deftiny, Olive, and Rancour, who 
liad each of them a fervant, who all ex- 
peftcd tQ be one day, a<5tors in chief. 
Of thofe fervants, fome began to fpeak 
without bluihing, or being out of coun- 
tenance. But among the reft, Deftiny's 
man aAed indifferently well, underftood 
what he faid, and did not want wit. 
Stella, and Mrs. Cave's daughter, An- 
gelica, played the principal parts. Mrs, 
Cave afted the queen, the mother, 
and fometimes harlequin's miftrefs in 
farces. Befides all thefe, they had a poet 
or an author with them; with whofe 
works all the grocers (hops in the king- 
-dom were ilored. This great wit foUow- 
:ed the company almoft againft their will; 
.but bccaufe he was no (ha;rer, and that he 
fpent his own money with them, they 
luffered him to aft under parts, which he 
jieverthelefs generally murdered. They 
^ perceived well enough, that he was in 

love 
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love with one of the two adlrefles ; but,' 
however,^ he was fo difcteet, thiough a little 
crack-brained, that it was not yet dif* 
covered, which of the two he defigned to 
footh into conipliancc, by his offers of 
making her immortal. He threatened 
. the company with a great many plays of 
his own writing 5 but till then Jiad fpared 
them, and they only knew by conjefture, 
that he was about one called Martin 
Luther, of which they found the firfl: 
aft 5 which, however, he difowncd, altho* 
it was written with his own hand. When 
, our ftrollcrs firft arrived, the womens 
chamber was continually crowded with 
the moft impertinent fops and beaux of 
the town 5 whofe eagernefs notwithftand- 
ing was frequently cooled by the indif- 
ferent reception they met with. They 
talked altogether about plays, poetry, 
poets, and romances; and there could 
not poffibly have been more noife unlels 
they had been fighting. The poet, among 
the reft, furrounded by three or four, 
who,, without doubt, were the firft^rate 
wits of the town, laboured to perfuade 
them, that he had feen Corneillc, craked 
many a bottle with St. Amant and Bruys, 
and loft a good friend by the death of 
Rotrou. Mrs, Cave and her daughter 

Angelica 
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Angelica fct their goods in order, with 
as great tranquility, as ^ there had been 
no creature in the room. 'Tis true, 
Angelica's fair hands were now and then 
fqucezed or kiffed ; for your country 
gentlemen are ever pulling and hauling ; 
but a kick, a box on the car, or a biting, 
according as occafion required, foonrid 
her of thofe lovers fo valiant before their * 
time ; nor was flie rude and imprudent 
neither, but her free and gay humour 
would not fufFer her to ufe much cere- 
mony : as for her other qualities, (he had 
wit and was" very honeft- Mrs. Stella wasr 
of a quite different temper •, there never 
was a more modeft, gentle, and good 
natured woman in the world ; and befides 
Ihe at that time ftrained her complaifance 
ib far, that (he could not find in her 
heart to turn thefe ogling fops out of 
her. chamber, though flie felt a great pain 
in her ftrained foot, and had therefore 
occafion for reft. She lay in her cloaths, 
on a bed furrounded by four or five of , 
thefe whining coxcombs, ftunned .with -* » 
their puns and clinches, which pafs for. » 
good jefts in the country, and often fore- 
ing a fmile upon hearing things (he did 
net iikr. But this is one of the greateft 
plagues of that profeflion, which, together 
Vol. I. D with 
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with their being obliged to laugh or weep, 
whether they have a mind to it o^ no, 
takes very mucl> from their pleaRire of 
being fometimes emperors and emprefles, 
and of being called angels, though they 
be little handfomer than devils, or ad- • 
drefied as youthful beauties, though 
their hair and teeth be carried along in 
their wardrobe. There are many more 
things to be faid upon this fubjeft, but 
we muft ufe them fparingly, and place 
them at convenient interval, for variety's 
fake. Let us then return to Stella, befef 
with country fquires, the moft trouble- 
fome of men, all great talkers, moft of 
them very impertinent, and amongft them 
- fome newly returned from the univerGty. 
Among the reft appeared a litde man, 
who was a widower, a lawyer by profef- 
fion, and an officer in a fmall court, of 
judicature in the neighbourhood : Since 
the death of his little wife, he fometimes 
threatened the women to marry again ; 
and fometimes the clergy of the province 
to *turn prieft, nay, even to become a 
preacher. He was the greateft little fool 
that ever ran wild about fince the times of 
Orlando Furiofo. He had ftudied books 
all his life time; but though the chief 
^nd of learning be the knowledge of 

truth. 
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truth, yet >y,as he as great a lyar as a 
court page, as proud and obftinate as a 
pedant, and fo bad a poet as to defervc 
drowning •, if the government would have 
taken care to rid the kingdom of fuch a 
troublefome race of rhymers. As foon^ as 
Deftiny and his companions came into 
the room, without givmg them the time 
to know who he was, he oflFered to read 
them a poem of his own making, called 
The Deeds and Atchievcments of Charle- 
main, in four and twenty books. This 
propofal put all the companv into fuch a 
fright as to make their hair ftand an end ; 
but Deftiny, who, in this general terror, 
preferved a little judgment, told him 
with a fmile, that it was not poffible for 
them to give him the hearing oefore fup- 
I per. Well then, faid he, I will read yau 
a ftory taken out of a Spanifh book, 
which was fent me from Paris, and of 
which I defign to make a regular play. 
They fliifted the difcourfe three or four 
times, on purpofe to avoid hearing what 
they fuppofcd to be. abominable^ But 
though they often interrupted him, yet 
did our little man not lofe courage V and, 
r at length, with often beginning his ftory, 
and encreafing his voice, he forced them 
' to hear him out •, which, however, they 
I D 2 did 
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did not repent, becaufe the talc provcfl 
to be a good one, and altered the ill 
opinion they had of all that came from 
Ragotin, which was the name of our 
little hero. 
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S'be hift'ory of the .invijible miftrefi. 

DON Carlos jof Arragon was a young 
gentleman of the family that bore 
that name. He performed wonders at 
the public games, which the viceroy of 
Naples entertained the people with, upon 
the mairiage of Philip the Second. The 
day ^fitf a running at the ring, where he 
bore away the prize, the viceroy gavJe 
liberty to the ladies to go about the ciQr 
in mafks, after the French mode, fortlie 
conveniency of ftrangers, whom the pub- 
lic rejoicings had invited thither. Upon 
that very day Don Carlos put on his 
fineft deaths, and with many other con- 
querors of hearts, repaired to the church 
of gallantry. Churches are prophaned 
in thefe countries, as well as in ours^ 
but, as I was faying, Don Carlos being in 
a church, with fevcral other Italian and 

Spanifh 
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Spanifli gentlemen, priding themfrlves in 
the finery of their feathers, three ladies 
in mafks accofted him, one of whom 
Ipoke to him to this efFed : Signiof Don 
Carlos, there is a lady in this city, to 
whom you are very much obliged, for at 
all thejouflsand tournaments, herwifhes 
went ftill along with you in thofe ex- 
ercifes, wherein you bore away the prize. 
What 1 find moft advantageous in this 
you tell me, anfwered Don Carlos, is to 
have it from the mouth of a lady wl^o 
fcems to be a perfon of merit •, yet had I 
fo much as hoped that any of the fair 
fex had been on my fide, 1 would have 
taken more care to deferve her approba* 
tion. The unknown lady replied he had 
given all the proofs imaginable of his be- 
ing a moft dexterous and accomplilhed 
gentleman -, and that by his black and 
white liveries, he had (hewn he was not 
in love. I never was well acquainted 
with the meaning of colours, anfwered 
Don Carlos ; but this I know, that if I 
am not in love, 'tis not fo much on ac- 
count of my being indifferent, as bccaufe 
I am fenfible I do not deferve to be be- 
loved. They faid to one another a thou- 
fand fine things more, which I Oiall not 
relate, becaufc I know nothing of theni, 

D ^ and 
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and would be loath to make fiftions, left 
I (hould wrong Don Carlos and the un- 
known lady, who had much more wit 
than I can pretend to, as I was lately in- 
formed, by a young Neopolitan who 
knew them both. In fhort, the lady in 
the mafic declared to. Don Carlos, that 
'twas (he who had an inclination for him ; 
He dcfired to fee her face ; which (he re- 
fufed, and told him. That he muft not 
cxpedt it yet ; that fhe would look for a 
more proper opportunity ; and -that, to 
let him know fhe feared not to trull her- 
felf alone with him, fhe would give forne- 
thing as a remembrance. At thefe words 
Ihe pulled off her glove, and having 
fliewed the Spaniard the Hneft hand in 
the world, prefented him with a ring; 
which he received with fo great a furprize 
at the adventure, that he ^mofl forgot to 
make a bow, and thank her upon her 
going from him. The other gentlemen, 
who out" of civility had left him, being 
come to him again, he told them what 
had happened, and fhewed them the ring, 
which was of confiderablc value. Every 
one fpoke his thoughts upon this adven- 
ture; and Don Carlos was as much in 
love with the unknown lady, as if he'h"aU 
fecn her face— So great is the power of 

wit 
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wit on thofe who have it thenafelvcs. He 
was eight long days without hearing from 
this lady •, but whether he was uneafy at 
it, I could never be well informed. In 
the mean time he went every day to 
divert himfelf at the houfe of a captain of 
foot, where feveral men of quality met to 
play. One night, having been at play, 
and going home fooner than ordinary, he 
was called by his name out of a parlour 
in a great houfe. He went near the win- 
dow, which was latticed, and knew, by 
the voice that called him, that it was his 
invifible miftrefs, who faid to him. Come 
near, Don Carlos, I expeft you here to 
decide our controverfy. You are but a 
boafter, faid Don Carlos ; you challenge 
with infolence, and yet hide yourfelf for 
eight days together, and then, alas ! appear 
only through a lattice. We fhall fee one 
another nearer in time, anfwered ihe: 
*tis not for want of courage I have delat- 
ed being with you all diis time, but I 
had a mind to know you better before I 
difcovered myfelf. You know that in 
duels the combatants ought to Bght with 
arms alike : now, if your heart be not its 
free as mine, you would|p|ght with ad- 
vantage, and dierefore I have made eh- 
quiries after you. And what information 

D 4 have 
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have you got ? anfwered Don Carlos. 
That we are much upon a footing, re- 
turned the invifible lady. But, faid Don 
Carlos, there*s yet a great inequality be- 
twixt us ; for, added he, you both fee 
and know who I am; whereas, I neither 
fee nor know who you are : now confidcr, 
prayy what I can judge of your concealing 
yourleif, (ince people feldom do fo when 
they have a good defign. It is an eafy 
matter to impofe at firft upon a man that 
miftrufts nothing, but he is not to be 

• iiheatcd twice; if you make ufe of me 
only to give another jealoufy, I muft 
freely tell you, that I am the moft unfit 
perfon for it in the world, and that I am 
good for nothing elfe befide loving you. 
Have you done with your rafli fufpicions ? 
faid the invifible lady. You' may call 
them ralh if you pleafe, replied Don 

. Carlos ; however, they are not really fo. 

• J would have you to know, faid (he, I 

• am fincere; you will find me fuch in all 

! our intercburfe; and I expeft you Ihould . 
nbefotoo. That*s but reafonable, anfwer- 
icd Don Carlos ; but *tis juft likewife that 
'< I fliould fee you, and know who you are. 
'Tou fhall bie fatisfied in that c*er it be 
- long, faid the invifible lady ; and in the 
mean time hope with patience ; for that's 

the 
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the only way for you to obtain what you 
expeft from me. Now, that you may 
juftify your love to your difcretion, I am 
willing to let you know, that my birth is 
not inferior to yours •, that I have a for- 
tune fufficient to make you live with as 
freat magnificence as any prince in the 
ingdom; that I am rather handlbme 
than ill-favoured ; and, as for wit, you 
have too much of that yourfelf not to 
difcover whether I have any- or no. She 
had no fooner hiade an end of her fpeech, 
but fti^e withdrew, leaving Don Carlos 
ready to anfwer her; fo very much in 
love with a pcrfon he never faw, and fo 
perplexed about this odd way of proceed- 
ing, which might prove at laft a cheat. 
He was not ignorant that there were a 
great many princefles and ladies of quality 
m Naples 5 but knew likewife, that there 
were abundance of rapacious courtezans 
in that city, eager after ftrangers, and 
the more dangerous, as they were hand- 
fome. I cannot pofitively tell, whether he 
had fupped at this time, or whether he 
went to bed without a fupper. 

Neither do I care to imitate the writers 
of romances, who mark with great exaft- 
ncfs all the hours of the day, and make 
their heroes rife betimes, relate their ad- 

P 5 ventures 
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ventures by dinner-time^ eat but little at 
dinner, then, refume the ftory after din- 
ner, or retire into the thickeft part of a 
wood, in order to entertain themfelveis 
alone •, unlefs when they fay fomething to 
the rocks and trees, To return therefore to 
iny ftory, Don Carlos repaired the next day 
to his ppft, where the invifibe lady wait- 
ed his coming : ihe afked him if he had 
hot been mj^ch perplexed about their laft 
converfation, and if he had not doubted 
the truth of what fhe told him. Don 
Carlos, without anfwering her queftion, 
defired her to tell him what danger flie 
feared in difcovering herfelf, fmcethey 
were upon even terms : and that the end 
of their axours being honourable, it 
would have the approbation of all. The 
danger is very gre^t, and you will have it 
in time, faid the irivifible lady : oncq 
more be fatisfied that I am true, and that 
in the account I gave you of myfelf, I 
was rather modeft than vain. Don Carlos 
did not prefs her any farther: their con- 
verfation, which continued fonie time lon- 
ger, encreafed the mutual love they had 
for each other; and they parted, witli 
promifcs to meet every day, at the ap- 
pointed hour and place. The enfuing 
J ay there was a great^ball at the viceroy's, 

where 


\ 


1 


ROM AN C E/ $^ 

trhftre Don Carlos hoped to know his in^ 
vifible charmer ; but in the mean time» 
endeavoured to learn at whofe houfe ihe . 
gave him thofe favourable audiences. He 
was told by the neighbours, that it be- ^ 
longed to an old lady, widow to a Spanifb 
captain, who had neither daughters nor 
nieces, and lived very retired. He de» 
fired to wait on her, but flie fent him 
word, that fince her hufband died, iht 
admitted no vifits ; which ftill perplexed 
him more. Don Carlos went in the even- 
ing to the viceroy's, where you may 
imagine ithere was a fine and numerous 
aflcmbly, there he nicely obferved all 
the' ladies, in hopes to find out his un-' 
known miilrefs. He engaged in conver- 
fation with feveral, but was difappointed 
in his fearch. At laft he kept clofe t6 
the daughter of a marquis, of I know not 
what marquifate, for 'twas the mod 
difficult thing to^ know in the world, 
efpccially at that jundture, when every 
body fet up for quality. She was young 
and handfome, and had a voice not un-^' 
like that of the perfon he looked after : 
but then he found fuch great dilpropor* 
tion betwixt her wit and that of his in- 
vifible, that he was forry he had made 
fuch progrefe with thi^ fine lady, who^ 

D 6 wit,hout 
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without any flattery to himfelf, he had 
reafon to believe did not hate him. They 
danced feveral times together; and the 
ball being ovcr^ to the great fatisfaftion 
of Don Carlos, he took his leave of his 
captive, whom he left full of pride, for 
having had to herfelf, in fo fine an ailem* 
Wy, a cavalier who was envied by all the 
men, and efteemed by all the women. 
As (bon as he came out of the ball, he 
went in great hafte to his houfe, and 
from thence to the fatal grate, which was 
liot far ofK His lady, who was there 
already, afked him news of the ball, 
although jfhe had been there herfelf. He 
told her very ingcnuoufly, that he had 
danced with a very beautiful perfon, and 
entertained her all the time the ball lafted. 
She afked him feveral queftions in relation 
to her, which difcovered her jealoufy : 
As for Don Carlos, he let her underftand 
that he began to fufpetl her quality, by 
reafon fhe had not been at the ball. She 
having taken notice of it, ufed all .the 
charms of her wit to remove his fufpicions,. 
and favoured him as far as was pofTible 
in the converfatlon that paft with a grate 
between -, adding withal, that in a fhort 
time fhe would become vifiblc. They 
parted : Don Carlos very much in doubt, 

whether 
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wliether.he ought to believe her, and fhe 
fomcwhat jealous of the fine perfon he 
had entertained during the ball. The 
next day Don Carlos going to hear mafs 
at a certain church, offered holy water to' 
two veiled ladies, who went to take fome 
at the fame time with him : fhe who ap- 
|>eared in the better cloaths of the two 
told him, Ihe never accepted of any 
civility from one with whom fhe had a 
quarrel to decide. If you are not too 
much in hafle, anfwered Don Carlos, you 
may liave fatisfaftion in that this very 
moment. Well, faid the unknown- lady, 
follow me into the next chapel. She led 
the way, and Don Carlos followed, very 
much in doubt, whether fhe was his un- 
known miflrefs or not -, for though her 
ihape was the fame, yet he found fbme 
difference between their voices,* this new 
lady fpeaking fomewhat thick. This is 
the fubftance of what fhe told him, afte^ 
fhe had fhut herfelf up with him in the 
chapel. All the city of Naples, Signior 
Don Carlos, talks of the high reputation 
you have gained during that little time 
you have been here; and every body 
looks upon you, as the moft accompliflied 
man in the world: the only thing that 
people wonder at, is, your not taking 

notice 
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notice that there are in this city,^ fomc* 
ladies of quality and merit, who have a 
particular efteem for you 5 they have dif- 
covered this to you as far as decency 
would allow ; and, though 'tis their eager 
defire to make you fenfible of it, yet they 
had rather you had not taken notice of 
it, through infenfibility, than that you 
fhould have defpifed their favours through 
indifference^ Among the reft, there's, 
one of my acquaintance who has fuch ^ 
value for you, as to hazard her own re- 
putation by telling you, that your laft 
nights adventures are difcovered; that 
you raftily engage in an amour with one. 
you do not know ; and that, fined your 
miftrefs conceals herfelf, (he muft either 
be afhamed of her lover, or confcious of 
not deferving him. I queftion not but 
the objedl ot your contemplative love, is 
a lady of great quality and wit *, and that 
your fancy has framed fuch a miftrefs, as 
is worthy of adoration upon all accounts : 
but, Signior T)on Carlos, believe not your 
imagination at the expence of your judg- 
ment; truft not a perfon who conceals 
herfelf, and engage no more in thele 
night-coriverlations. But why fhould I 
difguife myfelf any longer ? { myfelf am 
jealous of this phantoiQ of yours : I can-^ 

not 
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opt bear you ihould fpeak to her •, and> 
iince I have declared my mind fp far, I 
will fo thwart all her defigns, that I do 
not much queftion but I Ihall carry away 
the prize, to which I have as much right 
as fhe, fince I km not inferior to her, 
cither in beauty, riches, quality, or love. 
If you are wife, you will make ufe of this 
?tdvice. When (he had fpoke thefe laft: 
words, fhe went away, without giving 
Pon Carlos time to anfwer her, He was 
going to follow her, but met, at the 
church gate, a m^ of quality, who en- 
gaged him in a tedious converfation, 
n*om which he could not rid himfelf. He 
rcfledted the remainder of the day upon 
this adventure, and fufpefted, at firft, 
the lady at the ball, to be the veiled 
perfon that had appeared to him : but 
then calling to mind thiat fhe had fhewed 
much more wit than he had found in 
this, he was at a lofs what to think, and 
wilhed almoft not to have been engaged 
with his unknown miftrefs, that he might 
give himfelf entirely up to the new one. 
But then again, confidering that h^ knew 
her no better than his invifible, wbofe wit 
had charmed him in all the converfation 
he had had with her, he firmly refolved 
to be conflant to his firfl choice, without 

minding 
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minding in the leaft the thfcats of the laft 
lady ; for he was not to be wrought upon 
by fear or compulfion. That very night 
he failed not to return to the grated 
window at the ufual hour; where, in the 
height of his convcrfatlon with his miftrefs, 
he was feized by four ftrong men in mafk$^ 
who, having difarmed him, hurried him 
by force into a coach that waited for 
them at the end of the ftreet. I leave the 
reader to think, how many abufivc name 
he gave thofe men in difguife, and ho 
he reproached them for attacking him 
a difadvantage : nay, he endeavoured to 
win them by promifes •, but, inftead of per- 
fuading them, he only made them more 
upon their guard, and put himfelf out 
of hopes of being able to fhew either 
his ftrength or courage. In the mean 
time, the coach drove on a full trot, and 
having got out of the city, after an hour^s 
travelling, came into a gteat yard, the 
gate of which was kept open to receive 
it. The four mafker^j alighted with Don 
Carlos, holding him imder the arms, like 
an ambaffador introduced to falute the 
grand -fignior : he was carried up one 
pair of ftairs in the fame manner, where 
two gentlewomen in ma(ks came to re- 
ceive him at the door of a large room, 

each 
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czth with a candleftick in her hand, when 
the four men in difguife took their leaves 
of him with a profound reverence* 'Tis 
probable they left him neither fword nor 
piftol, and that he did not forget to 
thank them for their extraordinary care 
of his pcrfon : and yet perhaps he never 
thought on ir. As for the room, it was 
the moft magnificent in the world; and, if 
you would know it, as well furnilhed as 
Tome apartments in our romances-, books 
that have certainly the belt furniture in 
the world. Now imagine what furprize 
our Spaniard was in, to find himfelf in 
this ftately apartment with two fpeechlcfs 
women in mafks, who, having condufted 
him into another chamber, ftill better 
furniihcd than the great room, left him 
all alone. Had he been of Don Quixote's 
humour, he would have found fuificient 
matter to pleafc his fancy, and imagined 
himfelf to be no lefs than Efplandian or 
Amadis : but our Spaniard was no more 
concerned than if he had been in his inn, 
fave only that he had a great regret for 
his invifible lady*, and as he kept his 
thoughts continually employed upon her, 
he found that chamber more melanchoUy 
than a prifon, which always looks mon: 
plcafant on the outfide* He was eafily per- 

fuaded. 
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fuaded, that thofe who had provided him 
fo fair a lodging were none of his ene- 
mies ; and douoted not, but the lady 
who ipoke to him the day before in the 
church, was the conjurer that had raifed 
all thefe enchantments. He admired, 
within himfelf, the caprice of women, and 
how foon they put their defigns in execu- 
tion : as for his part, he relblved to wait 
patiently the end of this adventure, and 
be faithful to his invifible miftrefs, in 
fpite of all the threats and promifes he 
might receive in his new lodging. A lit- 
tle while after, feveral fervants in malks, 
and in very good cloaths, came to lay the 
cloth, and then fervcd up fupper. - Every 
thing belonging to it was magnificent i 
mufic and perfumes were not rorg6tten •, 
and Don Carlos not only gratified his fmell 
,and hearing, but his talle alfo; for he 
eat and drank more than I thought a man 
in his condition could have done. But 
what's impofl\ble to courage ! The mufic 
played a while after fupper; but all being 
withdrawn, Don Carlos fetched many a 
turn about the room, refleding on all 
thefe enchantments, or perhaps on fome- 
thing elfe ; then came in two women and 
a dwarf, all in mafks, who, without aik- 
ing him whether he had a mind to go to 

beti 
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., bed or not, fpread a magnificent toilet, 
in order to undrefs him. He complied 
with them in every thing: the woman 
turned down the bed-cloaths, and then 
withdrew : the dwarf pulled off his fhoes, 
and then his other cloaths : all which be- 
ing done without exchanging a word, 
Don Carlos went to bed, and {[&ftt pretty 
well for a man in love. At break of day 
he was waked by the finging of birds, 
that fluttered about in an aviary; the 
(dwarf came to wait upon him, and brought 
him the finefl: linnen in the world, and 
the beft wafhed and perfumed. If you 

/ pleafe, I Ihall not mentioa what he did 
till dinner (which was at lead as good as 
his fupper had been) but pafs to the firit 
breaking of that profound filence, which ' 
had been obferved to that very hour. A ^ 
gentlewoman in a malk began to fpeak, 
by afking him if \he would be pleafed to 
fee the miftrefs of that inchanted palace. 
Don Carlbs faid, Ihe (hould be welcome : 
and a little aftei* (he came in, attended 
by four women very richly drefled. 

" * * ^ 

Such ^ere not Cytherea's charms^ 
When dreji in gay and loofe attirCy 
She flew to a new lover* s armSy 
Upon the wings offoft dejire. 

Never 
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Never had our Spaniard feen a perfon of 
more majefticmein than this unknown 
Urganda. He was fa tranfported, and 
fnrprized at the fame time, that he ftum- 
' bled at every bow and ftep he made, as 
he led her into the next room, whitHcr 
fhe direfted him* 

All the fine things he Had (een in the 
other rooms where nothing in Gomparifon 
to what he found in this laft, which ftill 
received new brightnefs from the mafked 
lady. They walked on the fineft carpet 
that ever was feen, fince carpets, were in 
fafliion: there the Spaniard was placed 
in an arm-chair in fpite of himfelf ; and 
the lady fitting by herfelf, on a fopha 
over againft him, ravilhed his ears with 
a voice as fweet as an harpfichord, fpeak- 
ing to him to this efFeft* I doubt not, 
Signior Don Carlos, but you are much 
furprized at what has happened to you 
in my houfe fince ycftcrday •, but if all 
this is not able to move you, yet by it 
you may fee I am as good as my word.; 
and from what I have done, you may 
guefs what I am able to do. Perhaps 
my rival, both by her artifice, and the 
advantage (he has of having attacked you 
firft, has made herfelf abfolute miftrefs of 
that heart, which I neverthelefs pretend 

to 
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to difpute my right to with her : bia: a 
woman is not to be difcouraged by the 
firft difappointment -, and if my fortune, 
which is not delpicable, together with my 
peribn, cannot perfuade you to love me ; 
yet ftiall 1 'have the fiitisfaftion of not 
concealing myfetf out of Ihame or deceit, 
and chufe to be cfclpifcd through my 
defefts, rather than be beloved through 
my artifice.. As fhe fpoke thefe laft 
words, fhe pulled off her malk, and (hew- 
ed Don Carlos the heavens with all their 
glories-, or, if you pleafe, a heaven in mi- 
niature: the fineft face in the world, 
fupported by the beft Ihape he ever ad- 
miried before -, in fhort, a perfon all over 
divine. By thefreflinefs of her complexion, 
one would not have thought her to liave 
/ been above fixteen years of age ; but by 
,a certain free and majeftic air, which 
young perfons generally want, (he appear- 
ed to be near twenty. ■- Don Carlos paufed 
a while before he anfwered her, being 
almoft angry with his invifihle lady, who 
hindered him from furrcndering himfelf 
intirely to the fineft perfon he ever faw, 
and dubious what he fhould fay or do. 
At laft, after an inward conflift, which 
lafled fo long, as to make the miftrefs of 
the inchanted palace uneafy, he took a 

firm 
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firm refolution not to conceal from her 
his inmoft though t$ ; which, without any 
manner of queftion, was the beft he could 
do. This is the anfwer he gave her, which 
fome have thought a little too open. 
Madam, I could not but own myfelf ex- 
tremely happy in your efteem, if my ftars 
would but fufFer me to love you. I fee, 
well enough, that I leave the fineft perfon 
in the univerfe, for one, who, perhaps, 
is only fuch in my fancy ^^ but, madam, 
would you think me worth your affedtion, 
if you found me capable of infidelity ? 
And how can I be faithful, if I love you ? 
Therefore, madam, pity me, but blame 
me not : or rather let us pity each other, 
and complain both ; you of not obtaining 
what you defire, and I of not feeing what 
I love. He uttered thejfe words with fuch 
a melancholy ^air, that the lady might 
eafily perceive he fpoke his true fenti- 
ments, She ufed all the arguments fhe 
could think of to perfuade him to alter 
his mind, but he was deaf to her prayers, 
and unconcerned at her tears. She re* 
newcd the attack feveral times, but met 
ftill with a ftout refiftance. At laft Ihe 
began to revile and reproach him, and 
told him, 2 

What 
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' fVhat rage andjeahujy Juggefi^ 
When theypojfefs a love-Jick breaji ; 

and then Ihc left him, not to tranquility, 
biit to curfe»a hundred times his misfor- 
tune, which proceeded only from be- 
ing too happy. A lady came a little 
after to acquaint him, that he had the 
liberty to walk in the garden. He tra- 
verfed all thefe fine apartments, without 
meeting any bodv, till he came to the 
ftair-cafe, at the fpot of which he faw ten 
men in maflcs, who kept tlie door, armed 
with carabines. As he was crofling the 
court to go into the garden, one of the 
gentlemen of the guard accofted him 
without looking him in the face, and 
told him, as though he feared to be over* 
heard. That an old gentleman had truft*^ 
ed him with a letter, which he had pro- 
mifed to deliver into his own hands, 
though his life muft anfwer for it, if he 
(hould be difcovered ;' but that a prefent 
of twenty piftoles, and a promife of as 
many more, made him run all hazards. 
Don Carlos promtfed him fecrefy, and 
went ftrait into the garden, where he read 
the letter, as follows : 


C4< 


^•You may judge what pains I have 
felt fince I lo'ft you, by thole you. ought 

to 
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to feel yourfelf, if you love me as much 
as I do you : However, my uneafine-ft is 
fomcthing abated, by being informed of 
the place wlwre you are, 'Tis the prin- 
cefs Porcia who Hole you away ; ftie's a 
'woihan that Hops at nothing to pleafe 
herfelf, and you are not the firft Rinaldo 
of that dangerous Armida. But I will 
foon break all her inchantments, and dit 
engage you from her arms, to receive you 
into mine; which favour you will defervc, 
if you are as conftant as I wilh you to 
be to 

" The Invi/ibk Lady^ 

Don Carlos was fo tranfported with 
joy, at this news from his miftrefs, with 
whom he was really in love, that he kiffed 
the letter a hundred times over, and came 
back to the garden-door, to rccompence 
the meflenger with a fine diamond ring 
. he-had on his finger. He walked a little 
longer in the garden, ftill wondering at 
the princefs Porcia, whom he often heard 
people report to be a young lady, rich and 
of the beft family in the kingdom ; but as 
he was a perfon of ft rift virtue, he con- 
ceived fuch an averfion for her, that he 
refolved to break out of his prifon, even 
at the hazard of his life* As he came 

cut 
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mit of the garden, he tnet a lady unmafk^ 
cd (for from tl^at time forward, every 
body went barefaced in the palace) who 
came to afk, if 1^ would be pleafed to 
have hcr^iftrefs eat with him?- And I 
leave you to think whether he anfwered, 
Ihe fliould be welcome. A Ihtie after they 
ferved up fupper, or dinner, for I have 
forgot which of the two it ought to ha^e 
been: Porcia appeared more beautiftil, as 
was-faid, than Venus .; Bxui k will not be 
amifs, if, for variety fake, I now fey, than 
an angel : ftie was charming in every re* 
fpeft 5 and during the time they were at-ta- 
ble, the Spaniard difcovercd fo much wit, 
that he was in a manner forry, to find fo 
many excellent qualities, fo ill beftowed 
on a perfon of fo high a degree. He did 
^11 he could to appear in good humour, 
end forced a plcafmg countenance, al- 
though he was continually thinking upon 
his unknown miftrcfs^ and burnt with im- 
patience to return to the lattice. As foon 
as tabfe was cleared, tKey were left by 
thcmfelves ^ and becaufe Don Carlos fpoke 
not a word, either out of refpect, or only 
to oblige the lady to fpeak firft, Ihe broke 
.filence in thefe words : I know not whe- 
ther I ought to hope fomething from the 
gaiety I iancy I haye difcovcred in your 
Vol. I. E facej 
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face; and whether mine, which you have 
feen already, does feenn handfome enough 
to make you doubt, whether that of your 
invifible miftrefs, has more charms to cap- 
tivate your heart. I do not tonceal what 
I defigned to prefent you with, becaufe I 
would not have you repent the accepting 
niy prefent; and though a perfon who has 
been ufed to be inftrufted by others, be 
apt to be offended at a denial-,^ yet will I for- 
give you, provided you repair your paft of- 
fence, by giving me what I have more right 
to than your invifible : therefore tell me 
your laft refolution, that, if in cafe it be not 
in my favour, I may at leaft find out new 
reafons, ftrong enough to combat thofe, 
which I think I had to love you. Don Car- 
los thought fhe would have gone on ; but 
obferving fhe fpoke no more, and that, 
with eyes fixed on the ground, fhe expe<5l- 
,<d her doom from his mouth; herefumed 
his former refolution of telling her frank- 
ly, that he could never be her*s. Madam, 
faid he, before I anfwer what you would 
know of me, I muft defire you, that, 
with the fame franknefs you expeft fronj 
me, you would be pleafed to tell me your 
fentifinents, about what I am going to 
propofe to you. Suppofe, added he, you 
^had engaged a man to love you, and that 

by 
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by all the favours a lady can grant with- 
out wronging her virtue, you had obliged 
him to fwear an inviolable fidelity, would 
you not account htm the bafeft and moft 
treacherous of mankind, if he {hould fail 
in his promife ? And were I not that vil- 
lain, and that traitor, if I fhould leave, 
for you, a perfonwho has reafon to think 
I love her ? He was going on with his ar- 
guments, to convince her; however (he 
did not give.him time, but rifmg abruptly 
from her feat, told him, that (he plainly 
&w the drift of his difcourfe ; that (he 
could not but admire his conftancy, (ho* 
fo much oppofite to her own quiet, that 
ihc would fet him at liberty •, and that (he 
only defired him to (lay till night, to go 
back in the fame manner he came. While 
flie was fpeaking, (he held her hankerchief 
to her eyes, as tho' (he defigned to con- 
ceal her tears, and afterwards left the 
Spaniard a little concerned ; yet fo tranf- 
portcd with joy that he was to be again 
at liberty, that he had not been able to 
conceal it, had he been the greateft hypo- 
crite in the world ; and I verily believe, 
that had the lady taken notice of it, (he 
would certainly have (colded him for it. 
I know not whether it was long before 
night came, for, as I told you before, I 
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don't tarouble inyfeif abaut marking tte 
time: you muft be cbntcnteci to know, 
that night camt ^t li&j and that he went 
into a clofe codch^ a«id 'was fet down at 
his lodgings, after a pretty long journey. 
As he was the beft mafter m the world, 
fo his fervants wfere quite trahfported at 
the fight of him, knd rimoft fttfled him 
with thdt embraces *, but they did not en- 
joy him k>ng ; for having provided hifn- 
felf with arms, and takea two pf bis 
ftauteft men with hjm, he jprefently went 
to the grated-winddw in fuch hafte, that 
tSiofe who accompanied him, had enough 
to do to keep pace' with him. He had no 
fooner given the ufual fignal, but his in- 
vifiblc deity communicated herfelf to him, 
when they exchanged the fofteft and ten-, 
dereft Ocprefllons, At laft the lady told 
him, fhe had been lately affronted in that 
houfe, and therefore had fent for a coach 
in order to leave it; but bccaufe it might 
be a long while coming, fhe defired him 
to fend for his, which might be fooner got 
ready ; and that Ihe would carry him to a 
place, where fhe would no longer conceal 
her face from him. The SpaniardAecded 
no farther intreaty, but ran like a mad 
man to his men, whom he left at tl^ end 
pf 'the fbreet) and fent for his coach in all 
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hafte : tbc coach being come, the invifihle 
kdy kept her word, and we&t iato it with 
Don Cai;k)a. She direded the coachnaaa 
which way ho (baulid dnve, and hid him 
ftop at a great houfe, into the court-yard 
of which the coach went b^ the light of 
feveral flambeaux, which were lighted at 
their arrival. The cavalier leading his lady, 
went up ftairs into a very large room, 
where he was a little un«fy, hecaufe fhe 
d d not pull off her mafk. At laft feveral 
ladies being come to receive them, with 
cac^ a candkftick in her hand, the lady 
was invifiblc ao longer; but puUing off 
her ma^ let Don Carlos fee, that the 
lady at the grated-window, and the prin- 
cefs Porcia, were but one perfon. I will 
not endeavour to defcribe the pleafant fur- 
pri^e of the Spaniard : the fair Neapolitan 
told hina, ihe had ftolen him away a fe^ 
cond time to know his laft; refolution ; that 
the lady at the lattice h^d made over to 
her all her pretenfions, and added a thou* 
fand expreiTions, no lefs obliging than in- 
genuous. Don Carlos threwhimfelf at her 
feet, embraced her knees, and devoured, 
as one may fay, her hands with kiffes : by 
that means avoiding all the impertinence 
and nonfenfe which people generally fpeak 
when they are tranfported with joy. The 
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raptures of his paflion being over, He ufcd 
all his wit and eloquence to extol the 
agreeable caprice of his miftrefs, and ex- 
preft himfelf ib much to her advantage, 
that he confirmed her, (he was not mif- 
taken in her choice. She told him, flic 
had been unwilling to truft any body but 
herfelf in a thing, without which ftie could 
never have loved him ; and that Ihe would 
never have bellowed herfelf upon a man 
lefs conftant than he was. Upon this the 
princefs's relations came in, having had 
notice given them of her defign ; and as 
they were the chief men in the kingdom,, 
they eafily obtained a difpenfation from 
the archbifliop for their marriage. The 
fame night the ceremony was performed 
by the, prieft of the pariih, who was a 
good preacher ; and fo it were needlefs to 
afk, whether he made a fine exhortation 
upon the fubjedt. It is faid, they got up 
late the next day, which I am inclined to 
believe. The news was foon fpread about, 
at which, the viceroy, a near relation of 
Don Carlos's, was fo overjoyed, that the 
public rejoicings began a-new in Naples ; 
where, to this day, they talk of Don Car- 
los of Airagon, and his invifible miftrefs; 
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CHAP. X. 

How Ragotin received a blow on the fingers 

with a bujk. 

RAGOTIN 'S ftory received general 
applaufe, and he valued himfelf as 
inui:h upon it, as if it had been his own ; 
which fwelling his natural pride, he began 
to treat the aftors with contempt-, and 
after^vards accofting the women, fqueez- 
ed their hands without their confent, and 
offered to feel their breads; a piece of 
country gallantry, which favours more of 
jhe fatyr than the gentleman. Stella con- 
tented herfeJf to force her foft, fair hand 
from his dirty clutches; but Angelica her 
companion fmiling, gave him a rap on the 
fingers with her bufk. He left them ab- 
ruptly, without fo much as fpeaking a 
word, glowing with rage and confufiori, . 
and returned to the men's company, where 
every one fpoke as faft as he could, with- 
out minding what the reft faid. Ragotin 
filenced moft of 'them, by demanding ot 
them, with a fuperior voice, what they 
thought of his novel? A young man, 
whofe name I have forgot, anfwcred him 
bluntly, it was no more his than any bo- 
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dy*s elfe in the company, fince he had it 
out of a book: wd feeing one (tick out 
of Ragotin's pocket he pulled it out; 
which the little man perceiving, fcratqhed 
his hands to get it from him ; out in fpite 
of Ragotin, he put it into another n^an^s 
bands, from whom Ragotin endeavoured 
to fnatch it, to aa little purpofe as before. 
The book having got by this time into a 
third man's hands, after the fame man^ 
ner paffed to 6ve or fix different h^nds 
more i which Ragotin however could not 
teach, . becaufr he was the- Ihortcft man in 
the company. At laft, having ftrctchcd 
himfelf five or fix times in vain» torn half 
a dozen pair of ruffles, icratched as many- 
hands, and the book ftill travelling about 
through the middle region of the eham^ 
ber, poor B»gotin, wl^a faw every body 
laugh M hb expence, rgihed like a mad^ 
man upon the firft author of his. confofion, 
and dealt him feveral blows on his belly 
^d thigh»^ not being able to reach high- 
er. The hands of his adverfwy, who had 
t^ advantage of fuuation, fell five or 
h^ times fo perpendicular, and heavy on 
the top of hi$ head, that the crown of his 
hat funk down to his very chin ; which fo 
fiiook the feat of his reafon, that the poor 
little maa did not, for fome time, know 
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where he was. l^o compleat his defeat* 
his antagonift at parting, gave him a found 
kick on the head, which, after a very fud- 
den retrogradatjon, made him fall at his 
feet. Now, if poffiblc, I would have you 
to conceive the rage and fury of a little 
man, more proud than all the decayed 
gentry in the kingdom, at a fime when 
he was exulting in the fuccefs of his ftory ; 
and that too, before aftrcffes to whom he 
defigned to make love •, tho* he was yet 
ignorant, which of them had the greater 
title to his heart. To ifpeak the truth, his , 
little body thus tumbled on his breech, 
•did fo livelily reprefcnt the fury of his foul, 
by the different motions of his arms and 
legs, that tho* his face could not be fecn, 
becaufe his whole head was enchafed into 
his hat, yet all the company thought fit to 
join, and form, as it were, a barrier be- ' 
twixtRagotin and his advcrfary; who,. by 
this means, got away, whilft the charita- 
ble aftreffes raifed the poor little man, 
roaring like a lion in his hat, which 
flopped his eyes and mouth, and almoft 
hindered him from fetching his breath. 
Now the difficulty was, how to pull off 
his hat, for its crown being in the form 
of a butter-pot, and the mouth of it nar- 
rower than the bottom, it was almoft im- 
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poffiblc for a head that got itfelf in by 
force, and whofc nofe was fo exceffivc 
large, to be able to get out the fame way^ 
This misfortune had a good effeft; for 
his anger being now at the higheft, with- 
out doubt, its confequences had been an- 
fwerable, had not his hat, which fuffocatcd 
him, made him confult his own prefer- 
vation, rather than contrive the deftruc- 
tion of others. He did not cry out for 
help, becaufe he had not the ufe of his 
tongue: but when the company perceived 
he lifted up, in vain, his hands to his 
head, in order to fet it at liberty, and 
ftamped on the floor with rage and indig- 
nation, they all bent their thoughts on his 
relief. The firft efforts they ufed to pull 
off his hat were fo violent, that he thought 
they had been going to pluck off his head 
too: at laft, being almoft fpent, he made 
fignS with his fingers to have it cut with a 
pair of fcifTars. Mrs. Cave unclapft thofe 
Ihe wore on her girdle; and Rancour, who 
was to perform the operation, having 
made a ftaew of making the incifion over 
againft his face, (which did not a little 
fright him) at laft, he cut his hat behind, 
from top to bottom. As foon as he had 
given vent to his face, all the company 
fell a laughing to fee it bloated, as if it 

had 
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had been ready to burft, upon account of 
the vaft quantity of fpirits that had flufhcd 
to it; and befides, his nofe was a little ex- 
coriated. However, the jcft had gone no 
farther, had not a bungling taylor advifed 
him to get his hat fine-drawn. This unfea- 
fonable advice fo revived his^anger, which 
was not entirely extinguilhed, that he laid 
hold of one of the andirons, and threat- 
ned to throw it at the company -, which 
put the ftouteft of them all in fuch a fright, 
that every one ran to the door, in order to 
avoid the impending ruin. They prefled fo 
faft upon one another, that not above one 
was able to get out ; and he too by a fall. 
It was now Ragotin fell a laughing in his 
turn, which gave all the company fre(h 
courage j they therefore returned him his 
book, and the players lent him' an old hat. 
It is true he ftill was angry with the man 
who ufed him fo fcurvily ; but being fome- 
what more vain than revengeful, he told 
the players, with the air of one that was 
going to promife fome extraordinary thing, 
that he had a mind to make a play out of 
this (tory of his, and would contrive it fo 
well, that he was fure to get as much re- 
putation by that Tingle piece, as other po- 
ets had in all their lives gained by feveral. 
Dcftiny told him the ftory he had related 
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was very emcrtaining^ but would, by no 
szieans, fie the flage. Sure, f^id Ragotiiig^ 
you won't pretend to teach me ; I wouWi 
have you to know, that nvy mother waa^ 
fcamftrefe to the poet Garmer, and I noy- 
klf am poflcffcd of his ftandilh- Deftiny 
Bcplied, that even Garnier would get aa 
reputation by it^ tho' he were to do it him- 
felf. But what difficulty do you find in it Jt 
aflced Ragotin. The difficulty, anfwered 
''. Dejftiny, is in that it cannot be brougM 
■^ ioto a regular play, without committing ji 
^ great many faults, both in point of deco- 
rum and judgment. As for that, faid Rar 
gotin, a man of my parts, may make new 
rules whenever he pleafes. Pray confider, 
added he,.. what a new and magnificent 
thing it would be, to reprefent a great 
church-gate in front of the ftage, bdfore 
which twenty beaux, more or Icfe, with 
as many ladies, fiiould appear and fpeak 
a thoufand fine things to one another ^ 
would it not ravifh all the fpedtators with 
admiration think you ? Deftiny interrupt- 
ed, to afk him, where they could get fo 
manv gentlemen and ladies ? And how do» 
they in colleges, laid Ragotin^ where they 
fight pitched battles ? I myfelf played af 
La Flefche, the Overthrow at the Bridge 
of Soy when above a. hundred foldiers of. the 
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quectvmother*9 party appeared on the 
$a@e> befidiesi thofe of the kit^'& army, 
whkit was more numerous: and I re- 
member, in coi^equence of a. great 0iower 
that fdl tfaat day and %K>iled the fport, 
hyns reported,. thaA all the fiiie feathers of 
th^ coimtty quality, which had been bor- 
rowed Oft thi3 occaEoQ, woKsld never come 
to the«ifdves again. Deftiny^ who took 
great delight in hearing him utter all thefe 
judicioua things, replied, that colleges 
had fcholars coough for that purpofe, 
whereas their conapany did never confift 
in all of above kven or eight perfons : 
Raticour,. who, ytu know,, had ever been 
a n^aUciaus dog, fided with Ragotin 
merely to make him ridiculous, and told 
bis cocnrade,. he was not of his opinion ; 
that he had been a player before him, 
that a church-gate would be the fineft 
fcene that ever was feen; and as for 
the neceflary number of gentlemen and 
ladies, that they might have fome flefh 
and blood, and reprefent the reft with 
pafteboard. This fine expedient of pafte- 
board, invented by Rancour, fct all the 
company a laughing: Ragotin laughed, 
with the reft, and fwore he knew that 
contrivance well enough, but had a mind 
to keep it to himfelf. As for coaches, 

added 
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added he, will it not be a novelty in z- 
play ? I formerly perfonated Tobit's dog, 
and did it fo to the life, that the whole 
audience was highly pleafed with xny 
performance, taking me to be a real dog. 
As for my p^rt, continued he, if we may 
judge of things by the efFefts they work 
upon our minds, I never faw Pyramus and 
Thifbe afted in my life, but I was lefe 
concerned at his death, than frighted by 
the roaring of the lion. Rancour backed 
Ragotin's reafons with others as ridicu- 
lous, and by that means, ingratiated him- 
fclf fo far with him, that Ragotin took 
him to fupper. The reft of the imper- 
tinents left likewife the players at liberty ; 
who, it is probable, had much rather go 
to fupper, than entertain thefe idle fellows 
of the town. 


C H A P. XI. 

Which contains what you'll find^ if yotCll 
hut take fains to read it. 

RAGOTIN carried Rancour to a 
tavern, where he called for the beft 
things the houfe could afford. It is 
thought he would not carry him to his 

own 
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own houfe, becaufc his commons were 
but indifFerent; but I will fay nothing 
about that, for fear of palling ra(h judg- 
ments ; neither do I care to enquire much 
into the truth of that bufmefs, becaufe I 
do not think it worth my while, efpecially 
having matters of far greater importance 
to relate. Rancour, who was a perfon of 
great difcernment, and knew Jiis men at 
firft fight, no fooner faw a brace of par- 
tridges and capon ferved up for two 
people, but he began to think, that 
Ragotin had fome defign or other, and 
did not treat him fo well, either upon ac- 
count of his own merit, or to repay the 
civility he had received from him, in 
maintaining his ftory to be a good fubjedt 
for a play. He therefore expefted to 
hear fomci new extravagance from Ra- 
gotin, who, however, did not difcover his 
thoughts at firft, but continued talking 
of his novel. However, he at length re- 
peated feveral lampoons he had made 
upon moft of his neighbours, fome cuck- 
olds that were namelefs, and their wives 
that made them fo. He fung drunken 
catches, and fliewed Rancour numberlels 
acroftics and anagrams ; which are general- 
ly the firft things with which your paltry 
rhimers begin to plague us. Rancour 
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tnade Urn a complete coxcomb, by cry^^ 
ing up att he heard, mih eyes lifted to 
Heaven ; aod fwore like a bfmg gamefter, 
that he never heard any tKmg ib fine in 
his fife : nay, he was &> tran%orted!» that 
he made a (hew of pulling off his hair in 
an extrafy of plealure. He told him now 
amd then, that it wa& a great mis£»tune, 
that he diid not leave off all other bulineis 
and write for the ftage ; for in fuch a cafe, 
in two or three years time, Coraeille 
would be no more talked of^ than 
Alexander ^iairdy^ I am, added he, an 
abfolute ftranger to fiajctery •, but to en- 
courage you, muft ocwn, I no fooner faw 
you, but I read in your face, that you 
were a great poet $ and you may be fatif* 
fied by my companions, what I told them 
about it. I am feldom miftaken ; I can 
fmell a poet at two miles diftance ; and 
therefore as foon^ as ever I caft my eyes 
on you, I was as much acquainted with 
your genius, as if I had brought you up. 
All this fulfbme ftuff went down with 
Ragotin as glib as his wine, which now 
began to intoxicate his brain, as much as 
Rancour^s commendations had fwelled 
his vanity. As for Rancour, he eat and 
drank very heartily, crying out now and 
then, for God's fake, monfieur Ragotin, 
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improve your talent : once more let me 
teU you, you are much to blame, not to 
make your fortune and ours. For my 
part, I fcraul a little paper fometimes as 
vrell as other people, but if I could make 
verfes half fo good as thofe you have 
been reading to me, I fhould not have 
been fo hard put to it to keep life and foul 
together, but would live upon my income 
as well as Mondory. Therefore, monficur 
Ragotin, once more, pr^y write v and if 
this next inrinter we do not eclipfe the 
companies of Paris^ may I never tread 
the ftage any more wichout breaking one 
of mv arms or legs. I will fay no more, 
and to let us drink. He was as good as 
his word; for having filled a bumper, 
he drank monfieur's Ragotin*s health to 
Ragotin himfelf, who pledged him after 
the fame manner, and returned his civility 
with drinking the health of the^ afbreiles. 
This he drarJc cap in hand, and in fuch 
rapture, that as he fet the glaj& down on 
the table, he broke its foot, without tak* 
ing notice of it ; however, he afterwards 
attempted three or four times to fet it 
upright, but finding it impoflible, he at 
lall flung it over his head ; and pulling 
Rancour by the fleeve, let him know he 
had had the honour of breaking a glafa 
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in drinking a health to the ladies, Ji 
vexed him a little that Rancour did nof 
laugh at it ; but, as I faid before, he wa5 
rather an envious than a rifible animaL 
Rancour afked him, what he thought of 
their women ?-^The little man blufhed, 
without giving an anfwer : but Rancour 
putting the fame queftion to him again, 
at laft, what by his fluttering, blulhing, 
and broken Ipeech, he gave Rancour to 
underftand, that he liked one of the 
adtrefTes extremely. But which of them ? 
quoth Rancour. The little man was {O 
difordered for having faid fo much, that 

he anfwered, I don t know Nor I 

neither, faid Rancour. This reply caft 
him into a greater difordcr, infomuch, 
that, with a bewildered look, he faid. 
It is, it is — He repeated the fame wordi 
five or fix times over again ; af which the 
ftroUer growing impatient, cried, I like 
your choice, Ihe is indeed very beautiful. 
This put him quite out of countenance; 
infomuch, that he could never tell which 
he loved moft, though it may be he knew 
nothing of the matter himfelf, or that his 
paffion was rather luft than love. At 
laft. Rancour naming mifs Stella, he faid, 
it was her with whom he was in love: 
for my part, J verily believe, that had 

he 
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he named cither Angelica, or mother 
Cave, he would have forgot the blow he 
had received with a bulk from the one^ 
and the age of the other, and given himfelf 
body and foul to the very firft that Ran- 
cour thought fit to mention. The ftroUer, 
however, made him drink a good bumper, 
in which the other pledged him ; and look- 
ing about the room, whifpered Ibmething, 
as though it were a great fecret he was about 
to tell, though there was no body prefent. 
Well, your wound is not mortal, quoth 
Rancour, and you have addreffed yourfclf 
to one who is able to cure you, provided 
you will be but ruled by him, and keep 
counfel •, not but your enterprize is a 
little difficult ; for mifs Stella is a very 
tygrefs, and her brother Deftiny a lion r 
but ftill Ihe does not fee men every day 
like you, and I know what I can do ; let us 
drink out our liquor, for to-morrow will 
be the day. They drank each a ghfs of 
wine, which interrupted their converfation 
for a while. After this, Ragotin recounted 
all his accompliftiments and riches, and 
told Rancour, that a nephew of his, was 
clerk to a financier ; that this nephew 
had contrafted great friendftiip with the 
partizan de Ralliere, during the time he 
was at Mans, to Icttle an excife- office 
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tlMrci^ by the aaeans of -which nepJuew'i 
iiSjtereft hfr ends^vouf cd to give Wm hopes 
tlia^ he would procvire him fuch a penfion 
from the king as his phiyets in ofdinary 
1;^. He told him KkewUe^ tb^t if zs%y 
of his relations h^ children, he .could 
prefer them in the church, as his neic^ 
h^jd married the brother of a eertai® mife^ 
kept by the fteward oi an abbot of that 
province, who had good livings in his 
gift Whilft Ragotia was thus rektiiag 
what great intcreft he had. Rancour, 
who, the more he drank, the more tbirfty 
he grew, was ftill fitting both the gbfles, 
which we^re emptied in an inftam, Ragotia 
not daring to refufe any thing from th<r 
hands of a man. from whom he expefted 
fuch fervices. In fhort, they drank about, 
till they had both enough. Rancour, ac^ 
cordijig to bis cuftom, grew more fcrious ^ 
biijt Ragotin became fo duB and hetivy, 
that he laid down his head on the tabk, 
and fell afleep. Rancour called one of 
tl^e maids to make a bed ready for him, 
becaqfe tv> body was i^p at his inn. The 
maid tqld him, (he had as good make two 
beds, as Che was fure monfieur Ragotin 
wanted one a3 well as he. In the mean 
time he ftept and fnored as heartily as ever 
he had done in bis life> notwitl^Aandiag the 
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woife tfccy Inade wbiie they Were putting 
clean flicets on two of the three beds that 
were tn tbe tocim ; fo thac when the maid 
caasoe to wake Mm, and acquaint him his 
bed was ready, he called her a thoufand 
wiiores, and threatened to beat her. At 
If^ Rancour, having turiied him in his 
chair, towards the fire, at which the 
ibeets were aired, he rubbed and opened 
his cyes^ and fufFered himfelf to be un- 
drcficd Avithout repining. They got him 
into his bed as well as they could ; and 
Rancour, having firft made the chamber- 
door faft, went into his own. About an 
hoiir after, Ragotin got up, for what 
purpofe I never yet could learn. He 
rambkd a long tihit about the room, not 
knowing wliere he was ; and having over- 
turned all the chairs and tables he met in 
his way, and tumbled himfelf down feveral 
times, without being able to find his bed 
ag^in, ht went at 1^ to Rancour's, and 
pulling his bed-cloaths, made him ftatt 
out of his deep. Rancour afked him, 
what he would have ? I am looking for 
nay bed again, feid Ragotin — It is on the 
left hand of mine, replied Rancour. The 
little drunken mail, however, took the 
right, and thruft himfelf betwixt the rug 
and matf afs of the third bed> which had 
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neither feather bed, quilt, nor (heats, and 
there he flept all night very quietly. 
Rancour got up and drefTed himlelf before 
Ragotin waked ; when he alked him, 
whether he chofe to leave his own bed 
in order to fleep on ftraw ? Ragotin was 
pofitive that he never got up, and that 
the room muft be haunted. The inn- 
keeper hearing this, ftood up for the re- 
putation of his houfe, picked a quarrel 
with Ragotin, and threatened to fue hini 
for giving it an ill name. But let us re- 
turn to the ftrollers in the inn. 


CHAP. XIL ' 

A combat in the night. 

I Am too much a man of honour not to 
advertife the courteous reader, that if 
he be offended at all the filly trifles he has 
already found in this book, he will do 
well not to go on with the reading of it ; 
for upon my confcience, he muft expedt 
nothing elfe, although the volume fhould 
fwell to the fize of that of the Grand 
Cyrus : and if from M^hat he has read, he 
doubts what will follow, perhaps I am in 
the fame dilemma myfelf : for one chapter 
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draws on another, and I do with my book 
as fome do with their horfes, putting the 
bridle on their necks, and trufting to 
their good condudt. As foon as their 
room was cleared, arid Rancour had got 
to the inn with Ragotin, the door-keeper 
they left at Tours came into the inn, with 
a horfe load of goods, and fat down to 
fuppef with them. By this perfon, and 
what they had learnt from one another, 
they underftood that the intendant of the 
province could do them no harm, having 
had much ado to efcape the hands of the 
tbifterous mob with his fuziliers, Deftiny 
told his comrades how he had got away 
in his Turkifh habit, with which he de- 
figned to reprefent Soliman; and that 
being informed that the plague was at 
Alenfon, he was come to Mans with Cave 
and Rancour, in the equipage we have 
defcribed in the beginning of thefe moft 
true, heroic, comical adventures. Stella 
acquainted them alfo with the good offices 
flie had received from a lady at Tours, 
.whofe name never came to my knowledge; 
and how, by her means, fhe had been 
conduced as far as a village near Bonefta- 
ble, where Ibe drained her foot as fhe 
afighted off her horfe. She added that 
hearing the company was gone to Mans, 
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live got h€rfelf car rited thiclicr in a littef, 
which the lady c^ that village had knt 
her with a great deal of <:ivility. After 
fupper Deftiny alone ftayed in the ladies 
chamber •, Cave loved him as if he had 
been her own fon % Stella was no lefs dear 
to her % and her daughter and onlv heireli 
Angelica, loved Deftiny and Stella like a 
brother aiwi fifter. She did not yet exa6tly 
know ^o they were, nor upon what ac* 
count they had turned players; butflie had 
taken notice, that though they called one 
another brother and fifter, yet were they 
better friends than near relations; that 
Deftiny paid to Stella the greateft rcfpedt 
imaginable y that flie was extreme modeft 
and virtuous : and as Deftiny had a great 
deal of wit, and feemed to have a liberal 
education, ' fo Stella looked more like 
a young lady of quality, than a ftrpUer. 
Now Deftiny and Stella were beloved by 
Cave and her daughter, becaufe they d 
really defcrved their love, both from their 
good qualities, and the mutual friendftip 
which they naturally had for two players, 
who had as much merit as any in France, 
though they never had the good fortune 
to tread either of the two theatres in 
Paris, which are the Ns plus ultra of a 
Frenckplayer. I'hofe who do not under- 
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ftand tfiefc three little Latin words (which 
^ come fo pat in my way, that I could not 
rcfufe to place them there) may be pleafed 
to aik fome l.atinift of their acquaintance 
the meaning of them, "To end this di- 
greflion, Deftiny and Stella did not 
fcruple to yxprefs their mutual fondnels 
before Cave and Angelica, and (hew their, 
extreme joy they had to each i«her after 
fo long an abfence. They rekted, as' 
pathetically as they could, nmf un- 
eafy they. were about each other; and 
Deftiny acquainted Stella, that the laft: 
time they afted at Tours, hie thought he 
had fpied their inveterate perfecutor 
amongft the croud of their auditors, al- 
though he had his cloak about his face : 
and that as he went out of the city, not 
finding himfelf able to "refift him if he had 
offered to attack him, he had diguifed 
himfelf, l^ putting a gredt patch on his 
face. He told her afterwards, ho^^ many 
litters they met with when they went to 
fetch her ; adding, he was much miftaken 
if their common enemy was not the fame 
unknown perfon, who had fearched fo 
minutely all the litters, as you have feen 
in the feventh chapter. Whilft Deftiny 
was fpcaking, poor Stella could not for- 
bear fliedding a few tears -, Deftiny was 
Vol. h F fcnfibly 
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fenfibly touched with them ; and having 
comforted her as well as h,e could, added, 
that if (he would but fufFer him to ufe 
the fame endeavours in fceking out their 
enemy, as he had ufcd, tilj then, in 
avoiding him, he would fooh free her 
from his perfecutions, or loofe his life In 
the attempt. Thefe laft words redoubled 
her grief : Deftiny had not courage enough. 
to rorbear grieving likcwifc: and Cave 
and her daughter, who were of a tender 
and companionate temper, grieved alfo, 
cither out of complaifance, or through 
contagion. At laft Carve renewed the 
converfation which tears had interrupted, 
and reproached Deftiny and Stella, that, 
though during the time that they had 
lived together, they might have been con- 
vinced how much (he was their friend, 
yet they repofed fo little confidence in 
her and her daughter, that they were ftiH 
unacquainted with their birth and quality ; 
addipg, (he had certainly met with croflfes 
enough in her life, to enable her to advife 
unfortunate perfons, fuch as they, two 
feemed to be. To which Deftiny anfwer- 
cd, that their not difcovering themlclves 
to her, was not out of any diftruft, but 
becaufe he thought the recital of their 
misfortunes co\3ld not but be very tedious-; 

telling 
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teUitig her alfo thnt he wcttald be ready t6 
entertain her with the ftory of their ad- 
ventures^ whenever flle was willing td 
throw time away m hearing it. Care was 
glad .of this oportuttity to fatisfy hef 
curiofityj and her daughter, who had 
the fame inclination, beiiig unlaced near 
her, on Stella's bed, Deftiny was about 
to begin his ftory, when they heard ^ 
great noife in the nejtt chamber. Deftiny 
flood liftening a while ; but the noift 
and iquabble ftill increafing, and fome 
body crying out, murther, help, triurthcr, 
he, with three leaps, got out of the 
chamber, at the expence of a fkirt, which 
Cave and Angelica had torn as they Were 
going to ftop him. Hfe went into the 
chamber from whence the noife came, 
which was fo dark that he could not fee 
his own nofe ; and where the cuffs, boxes 
on the ears, and feveral confufed voices of 
fighting men and women, together with 
the hollow noife of naked feet ftamping 
on the floor, madfe a hidebus and frightful 
concert. He ran very ralhly athongft the 
combatants, and in one moment received 
a blow on one fide, and a box on the 
other ; which changed his good intention 
^of parting thofe hob-goblins, into a 
violent thirft of revenge* He began to 
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fet his hands a-going, and made a flourifii 
with his two arms, by which many a black 
eye cnfucd, as it afterwards appeared, 
Xhe fcuffle lafted fo long, that he receiv- 
ed twenty blows more, which he however 
returned, with double the number. In 
the heat of the fight, he felt himfelf bit 
on the calf of the leg ; when clapping his 
hands to the place, he met with Ipme- 
thing hairy, which he for that reafon took 
to be a dog ; but Cave and her daughter, 
who appeared at the chattiber door at that 
interim with a candle, like the fire at St. 
Helmo after a ftorm, difcovered to Dcftiny 
that he was amidft feven perfons in their 
ihirts, who having been m clofe conflift 
before, began to let one another go, as 
foon as the light appeared. This tran- 
<iuility, however, did not laft long. The 
inn-keeper, who was one of the naked 
combatants, grappling the poet a-new j 
Olive, who was alfo amongft them, 
was attacked by the inn-keeper's man, 
who was another of the combatants : 
Deftiny went to part them, whereupon^ 
the hoilefs, who was the animal that had 
bit him, and whom he had taken for a 
dog, by reafon (he was bare-headed, and 
had fhort hair, flew at his face, aflifted by* 
two maids, as naked and bare-headed as 
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herfelf. Their fhrieks and cries filled the 
air once more, the cuffs and boxes made 
the room to ring again, and the fight grew 
ftill warnnrcr and warmer. At laft, fcveral 
perfons who waked at the noifc, came 
into the field of battle, parted the com- 
batants, and procured a iecond fufpenfion 

- of arms. Now the queftion was to know 
the occafion of the quarrel, and what 
fatal accident had brought feven naked 
perfons into one room. Olive, wha 
feemcd the leaft concerned, faid, that the 
poet being gone "out of the room, he faw 
him* ton^ running back as faft as he 
rouM, followed by the inn-keeper, who 
f cmed to have a mind to beat him -, that 
the hoftefs following her huiband fell foul 
of the poet; that as he was going to part 
them, a fervant and two maids tell upon 
him ; and that the light happening to go 
out at the fame time, made the fight lafl: 
longer than it would otherwife have done. 
Now it was the poet's turn to fpeak for 
himfclf : he faid, that having made two 
of the fineft ftanzas that ever were written 
iince ftanzas were in fafhion ; and fearing 
to lofe them, he went to the maid of the 

- inn for a candle, which (he fcornfuUy re- 
' fufed to give him ; whereupon, the inn- 
keeper called him a mpe-ciariccr j which 
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he returned by calling him a cuckold.' 
He had no iboner fpo^e this laft word, 
bqt the hoft, vtho was within reach, gave 
him a blow on the chops ; as foon as the 
blow was given, tlie inn-keepcr^s wife, 
his man and his maids rulhed upon the 
ftroUers all .together, who received them 
with as gGk)d as they gave. This laft 
encounter was more fierce and obftinate 
than either of the other two.. Deftiny 
having cbfed with a hifty wench, and 
tucked up her fmock, gave her a thoufand 
flaps on the buttocks ; Olive, who faw the 
company pleafed with it, did the fame to 
the other maids. ' The inn-keeper was 
bufy with the poet; and the hoftefs, the 
moft furious or all the combatants, was 
&ized by iome of the fpcdators ; which 
made hsr fly into fuch a violent paffion, 
that Ox oricd out thieves ! thieves ! H^ 
cries awaked la Rappiniere, who lived over 
againft the inn. He caufed the door to 
be broke open; and judging by the noife 
he heayd, there could be sio lefs than feven 
or eight people kilkd, he parted the fray 
In the king's tiasne^ and having iearnc 
the caufe of all the difturbance, exhorted 
the poet iK>t to nuke wy more verfes 
in ^tbe night^me, and went near to 
be«tiag the inn-keeper and his wife, fcur 

giving 
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giving a bond red abttfive ntunes to the 
players, whom they called (hew-men and 
Wmblers, fwearing Wfo to turn them out 
of doors the next day ; but la Rappiniere^ 
to whofn the inn-keeper owed money^ 
threatening to arreft him, his mouth waa 
flopped in a 'moment.. La Rappiniere^ 
after the fray, went home, the reft return- 
ed to their diambers, and Deftiny to that 
of the players, where Cave defircd him 
not to defer any longer relating the hiftory 
of his^ and his fi&r's adTcntures. Hd 
told her, he was ready to ladsfy her 
curiofity, and. began his relation as you 
iliaU find in the following chapter. 


CHAP. 


xni. 


The injiory ef De/Ntry and Stella* 

I Was born in a village near Paris, and- 
might make yoii believe I came. of a 
very illuftrious family, fince no body can 
difprove what a ftranger fays of himfelf ; 
I am too generous, and too much a lover 
6f truth, to deny the meanrtefs of my ex- 
traftion. My father was one of the mofl: 
topping and fubftantial men in his vil- 
lage : I have often heard him fay, that he 
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was a poor gentleman's fon; that lie 
had fpent his youth in the wars -, having 
got nothing but dry blows and empty 
pockets, he betook himfelf to the fer- 
vice of a very rich Parifian lady, in the 
quality of her gentleman ufhcr •, that 
having fcraped together a fum of money 
in this place, (becauie he was alfo ileward 
and caterer of the houfe, and had the 
knack of emptying his miftrefs's purfe to 
fill his own pokets) he married an old 
waiting-woman of the family, who died 
foon after, and left him all (he had got in 
her fcrvice. Being foon weary of the con- 
dition of a widower, and no lels that of a 
fefvant, he married a country-woman, 
who furnifhed his lady's houfe with bread: 
and it is to this laft marriage -that I owe 
my birth. My father was called Gariquetj 
what country he was of, I could never yet 
learn ; and as for my mother's name, it 
fignifies nothing to ipy ftory. Let it 
fuffice, that Ihe was as covetous as my 
father, and my father, as covetous as Ihe, 
and that they had both a pretty large con- 
fcience. My father had the honour of 
being the inventor of the piece of fle(h 
tied with a firing to the pot-handle, which 
having boiled a conCderable time, may 
be taken put again, and ferve feveral 

times 
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times to make foup. I could tell an hun- 
dred more particulars of his good huC- 
bandry, which gained him, with juftice, 
the reputation of a man of wit and invcri- 
cion ; but for fear of being too tedious, 
I will content myfelf with relating only 
two, which may feem incredible, thougn 
they are moft certainly true. He had 
bought up a great quantity of corn, with 
a dedgn to fell it very dear, in cafe the 
year ftiould prove bad ; but the harvefl: 
being plentiful, and corn falling in its 
price, he was (o pofleljcd with defpair, 
and the devil, that he had an inclination 
to hang himfelf. One of his neighbours, 
who happened to be in the room when he 
entered upon that noble defign, and had 
hid herfeli for fear of being feen, was not 
a little furprized, when (lie faw him dang-^ 
ling from one of the joifts of the cieling. 
She immediately ran to him, to cut the 
Topej and, by the help of my mother, 
who came in at her crying, got it from 
his neck : perhaps they repented the do- 
ing of fo good an a£tion, for he beat 
them both the fame day, and made the 
poor woman pay for the rope (he had cut, 
oy flopping feme money he owed her. 
His other prank is no lefs flrange: he 
grudged himlc If wliat ever he eat, and 
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hi^ wife beW broiiglit to bed of a bof, 
the fancy to3c him, that {he had milk 
enough to fiourifh both her fon and him-i- 
felf; and hoped, that by fucking hit 
wife he fhould fave bread, and live upon 
t food of cafy digeftion. My nEiother*s 
wk was much inferior to his, though her 
avarice was as greats however, though. 
(he did not invent things as my father 
did, yet having once conceived them, ftie 
put them in execution with more cxaftneft 
than he. She therefore tried to nourifli 
both her fon and hufband with her owa 
milk, and ventured alfo to feed upon it 
herfelf, with {o much obftinacy, that the 
Kttie innocent creature was foon ftarved to 
death; and my father and mother were fo 
weakncd, and famiflied, that when they 
returned to meat, they furfeited rhemfelvea 
and fell both fickiipon it. Sometime after 
my mother went with child of me* and 
having happily brought forth a moft un- 
happy creature, my father went to Paris^ 
to dcfire his miftrefs to ftand godmother 
to his fon, together with an honeft church- 
man, refiding at his village, where he had 
a benefice.' As he was returning home in 
the evening, to avoid the heat of the day, 
and paffed through a great ftreet in the 
fuburbs^ the houfes whereof were f<3r the 
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moft part then, buikfii^, he faw a&r off by 
the mooh^fliine, fomewhat that glittered 
in his eyes, as he was crofling the ftreet. 
He did not think it worth whik to enquire 
tirhat ft was> but iiearing the gi^oans of 
€me in pain, w: the fame pkce where what 
he had feen i^^siniftied out of his fight, he 
boldly entered one of thofe un6nifhed 
buildihgs, where he foand a woman (it- 
ing alone on the ground. The place fhe 
waes in, received fufficient light from the 
moon, to let my father perceive that fhe 
%as very yiawig* and very richly dreft, 
tiaving en a gown of filvter liffue, which 
^%B the glittering thsng my father faw the 
moment before. You muft hoc queftion 
that my father, who did not want refolu- 
ciofi, wa& le!(s furpri^ed than th4^ young 
lady) for (he was in ai condition, that no- 
thing worib could hsspptn to her. This 
confideration gave her the affurance to 
fpeak firft and tell my father, that if he 
was a Chriftian, he (hould take pity on 
her ; that (he was in labour, ready to be 
brought to.bed, and that the maid (he had 
fent for a trufty mid-wife, not returning, 
ftie had flipped away from her houfe with- 
out waking any body, her maid having 
left the door open, that (he might come 
in again without making any noife. She 
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had fcarcc mkdc an end of tiijis relatibnv 
when ftie :was delivered of a child which 
my father received into the lappet of hi* 
cloak. He afted the midwife as well as he 
could, and. tlie young lady CQnjiired him 
to carry away the little creature with all 
fpeed, to take care of it : and not to fait 
two days after, to go to an old churchman 
ihe named to him, . who would give him 
money, and all. neceffary .cffdcrs for nurC- 
ing the child. At this word money, my 
father, who had a penurious foul, was 
going to dilplay all the eloquence of a^ 
.gentleman umer,: but (he would not give 
him time; flie put into his h^nds a ring^ 
as a token to the prieft he was to go to^ 
from her^ fee caufed him to fwaddle the 
young creature in. her handkerchief, and 
lent him away in . haflte, notwithiftanding. 
his unwillingnefs to leave her in thatconr 
dition. I am inclined to believe, Ihe had 
much trouble to get home agiaim As for 
my father, he returned to his village^, 
gave the child to his wife, and did not 
iail, two days after, of going to the old 
prieft, and Ihewing him the ring. He 
learnt from him, that the child*s mother 
was a young lady of a very good family,, 
and very rich ; that (he had this child by 
a Scotch lord, who was gone into Irelan4 
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to raife foldiers fpr the king's fervicc ; and 
that this foreign nobleman had promifed 
her inarr^age^ The prieft alfo told him, 
that by reafon of her precipitate delivery, 
ihe was fallen defperately fick •, and being 
in that extremity, had confefled all to her 
father and mother*, who inftead of chiding 
endeavoured to comfort her, as ihe was 
an only child : that the thing was as yet a 
fecret in the houfe, and therefore (he af- 
lured my father, that if he would but 
take care of the child, and keep the fe- 
cret, his fortune (hould be made. Upon 
this he gave him fifty crowns, and a bun- 
dle of alk forts of things neceflary for a 
child. My father returned home suter he 
Jhad dined peaceably with the prieft. I was 
j>ut out to nurfe, and the ftranger kept at 
home in my ftead. A month after, the 
Scotch lord came back i and having found 
his miftrefs fo very ill, that flie could not 
live much longer, he married her one day 
before (he died, and fo was no fooner a 
huft^and, than a widower. He came two 
or three days after to our town, with the 
parents of his wife. There they began to 
weep a frefh, and were like to ftifle the 
child with kiflcs ; my father had reafon to 
be thankful to the Scotch lord for his 
generofity, and the relations of the child 

did 
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did iiot forget hiiji. ialfo. They returned 
to Paris very mudi '^fisfifed with the cai^ 
my farther and mother took of i^ boy, 
v^hom they woiald not yet take home with 
them, becaiufe the marriage ^as ftiJI kept 
fecret, for fome re^fons which never came 
to my knowledge. As ibon as I was able 
to walk, rty father tock me home, to keep 
the young earl of Claris company (for af- 
ter he was called by his father's title) The 
natural antipathy faid to be between Jacob 
and Efaxi in the very wottib of then- mo^ 
cher, was never greater than that which 
^as between the young earl ^d me. My 
father and mother fofcfd him tenderly, 
and had an averfton for me, tho* I was the 
more hopeful boy of the two : there ap- 
peared nothing but what ^as mean in him# 
As for nie, I feemcd to be what I wisj not, 
-and father an earl*s fen than Gar iquet's ; 
4md if Ml at laft no more thm a wretched 
player, it is undoubtedly, becaufe Fortune 
had a mind to be revenged upon Nature, 
for defigning to make me fon^thing with- 
out her help ; or, if you pkafe, becaufe 
Nature is fometimes willing to fatvotirthofc 
whom Fortune is unkind to. I fhall pafs 
over In filence, the infancy of two young 
clowns, (for Glaris was fuch by education 
as well as myfelf) fince our moil memora- 
ble 
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tiie adTtnttii^s >mre nothing but a fcene 
of continual contenCioAs. In aiU the quar* 
reis we bad, I always got the better, ex« 
ccpt whett my father and mother fided 
^^ him, which they did fo^ofsen, and 
with fo mtich heat, chat my godfather, 
Monlkw Saint Sauveurby name, was 
h%hly offended at it, and demanded me 
of my father. He made him a prefent of 
me with great joy, and my mother had 
yet lefs regfiet ttmn he to part with me. 
Thus I was at my godfather's well clad, 
well fed) much careffed^ and never beaten. 
He (pared no coft to make me read and 
write ; 9Uid as foon as I was fit to learn 
Latin, he obtained of the lord of our vil» 
lage, who was a very benevolent gentle- 
man, and very rich, that I fhould ftudy 
with two of Jiis fions, under a learned man 
he had from Paris, and to whom he gave 
a very good falary. This gentleman, the 
baron d* Arques by name, took great care 
to have his4bns well educated. The eldeft, 
called Saint Far, was a perfonable man, 
but as untradable rough and brutiih in 
his nature, as ever man was. To make , 
amends, the younger brother was both 
handfomer than Saint Far, and had a viva- 
city of mind, and greatnefs of foul equal 
to the beauty of his per^. In fhort, I 

do 
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do not think there ever was a more hope- 
ful youth than Vervclle, for this was the 
ypunger brother's name. He honoured me 
with his friendlfcip J and, as for me, I loved 
him as a brother, and refpeded him as a 
mafter. As for Saint Far, he had no other 
but ill inclinations ; and I cannot better ex- 
prefs the fentiihents he had both for his 
brother and me, than by telling you, that 
he loved his brother as little as he did me. 
His diverfions were different from ours, 
for he liked nothing but hunting, and hated 
books; whereas Vervelle feldom went' a 
hunting, and took great delight in reading : 
in this part of his difpofition, I agreed 
wonderfully with him, as I did in every 
thing elfe, without being put to the trou- 
ble of doing any thing out of complai- 
fance, as in duty I ought. The baron d' 
Arques had a large library of romances : 
our tutor, who had never read any in col- 
lege, and who, at firft, forbid us the read- 
ing of them, having condemned them a 
hundred times before the baron d' Ar- 
ques, to render them as odious to him, as 
he found them defijghtful, grew at laft fo 
much in love with them himfelf, that 
having devoured both the old and new 
ones, he confeft that the reading of good 
romances, was as inftrudtive, as pleafant, 

and 
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and no lefs proper' to infpire young people 
with noble fentiments, than the reading of 
Plutarch. He therefore encour^ed us to 
read them, as eameftly as he had difcou- 
raged us before, and firft of all advifed iis 
to perufe the modem •, but thefc were not 
yet fuitable to our palates; and till we 
were fifteen, we were much more delighted 
with Amadis de Gaul, than any of the 
more faChionable romances that have been 
made fince-, by which the French have 
fhewn to the world, that if they do not 
invent fo much as other nations, yet do 
they neverthelefs bring the inventions of 
others to a far greater perfeftion. We 
therefore bellowed upon the reading of 
romances, the greateft part of the time 
we had allowed us for divcrfion. As for 
Saint Far, he called us the phtlofoph^rs, 
and went abroad every day either to hunt, 
or beat the poor country fellows, which he 
did with wonderful fuccefs. The incli- 
nation I had to do well, gained me the 
favour of the baron d' Arques, who loved 
me no Jcfs than if I had been his near 
gelation. He would not fufFer me to 
leave his fons, when he fent them to the 
academy, but fent me with them, and 
that rather as a companion than afervant. 
There we ftayed about two years to learn 

our 
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ourexercii^; at the end of which, a matt 
of quality, related to, the baron d' Anques^ 
raiftng. foldiets for the Venetians, Saint 
Far, and Vervelle perfuaded tlieir father 
10 let them go to Venice with their- kindf^ 
man. The good old geodennan defired 
I would ftiU accompany them, and mon£ 
de Saint Sauveiir, my godfather, who 
loved mo extremely, gave me very 
g^nerouily bills of exchange for a con- 
iiderable fum, to make ufe of, in gafa^ 
thofe I had the hoiiour to accompany. 
fiiould. be unwilling to boar my chargea# 
We went the longeft way about on pur- 
pofe to fee Rome, and the other fine 
cities of Italy, in each of which we ftaycd 
a confiderable time. I fell fick at Rome, 
and the two brothers proceeded on thekr 
journey^ the gentfeman under whofe eon- 
du^ the^ were^ being xiefirous to lay hold 
6n the opoFtunity of the pope's ^lies^ 
which were puting out fea to join tne Ve-*- 
netian army, near the ftrei^t* of the Dar- 
danek, where they waited for the Turks. 
Vervelk was cxtremeiy forry to leave 
m«, and' I ahnofl: mad' to part from him, 
it a time, when by my fervices I might, 
in fome n^eaffure, have deferved the love 
he had for me. As for Saint Far, I be- 
IJdve lie left me with as imKb indiffapencc 

as 
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us if he had 0ev«r ken me; and I never 
thought on him, except as being brother 
to Vcrvclie, who kft me as much- mpney 
as he covld ^^are ; but whether Saint Far 
coniented to this generofity, I cannot telU ^^ 
Thus I was left fick at' Rome^ having no 
otiier acquaintance except my landlord, a 
Flcmifh apothecary^ who took great care 
of me during my illne&^ and who, as far 
as I can judge, had more fkill in phyfic 
than the Italian do&or who alTifted.* At 
laft I recovered, aad gathered ftrength 
enough to go and view the moil remark- 
ablc places in Rome, were ftrangcrs fi'nd 
every where objcfts , to entertain their 
euriofky. I took a fingular delight in 
iriewing the Vines, (thus are calfcd feveral 
gardens, finer than die Tuilleries in Paris, 
which cardinals and oth^r perfons of 
quality keep with much coft in Rome, 
ratherout of vamay than fear thtir own en-^ 
tcttajmnent, as they never, or, at leaft, 
very feldom go there themfelves.) Ono 
day as I was walking in one of the fineft^ 
I faw, at the turning of the wall, two 
women very genteely drefled, whom cw«r 
young Frenchmen (topped, and would 
not let go, unkis the youhg^ft unveiled 
her face. One of thofe two Frenchmen^ 
who looked like ttie mafter of the other^ 

had 
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had even the infolehce to ofter to unveil 
her by force, whilft his man held the 
other, who was bare-faced. I was not 
long debating what I fhould do on thi» 
occafion, but prefently told thofc rude 
men, that I was refolved not to fufier 
them to offer violence to the ladies.. They 
were both very much furprized, for I 
fpoke with fuch refolution, as would have 
daunted them, even had they been armed 
4s I was. The two ladies put themfelves 
under my protedion, and the young 
Frenchman, chufmg rather to be baulked 
than beaten, told me as he went off, that, 
for all my heftoring, he Ihould meet me 
ill fome other place, where our fwords 
ihould decide the controverfy. I anfwer- 
ed, I would not hide myfclf : his man 
followed him, and fo I ftayed with the 
two women. She that had lio veil on, 
feemed to be about five and thirty : Ihe 
returned me thanks in good French, with- 
out any mixture of Italian, and told me _ 
amongft othei- things, that if all French*- 
men were like me, the Italian women 
•would not fcruple to live after the French 
falhion. After that, to reward the fervice 
I had done them, fhe added, that fmce I 
hindered the rude Frenchman from feeinjg 
her daughter againft her will, it was rea- 
. * . " fonable 
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Jbnable I fhould fee her of her own ac-r 
cord ; therefore, faid (he, LeoDora, lift 
up your veil, and let the gentleman fee 
that we are not altogether unworthy of 
the honour of being under his prote&ion. 
She had fcarce done fpeaking, but her 
daughter put afide her veil, or rather dif« 
covered a fun which dazzled my eyes. I 
never beheld fo beautiful an objed in my 
whole life ^ ftie call three or four times 
ber eyes on me, as it were by ftealth; 
and as they ftill met with mine, the inno- 
cent bluihes which overfpread her face, 
made her look, to me, as handfome as an 
angel. I perceived the mother was very 
fond of her, for (be feemed to (hare the 
pleafure I had in gazing upon her. Now, 
as I was little u(ed to thefe adventures, 
and as young people are eaGly put out 
of countenance in'ftrange company, I 
made them but an indifferent compKmertt 
when they went away, and gave them, 
perhaps, but an indifferent opinion of my, 
underftanding i I was angry with myfelf 
for not afking their addrefs, and that I did 
not offer to wait upon them thither ; but 
as it would be prepofterous to run after 
them', I went to the door-keeper to en- 
quire whether he knew them ; who at laft, 
rather by figns. than otherwife, gave me 

to 
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to underftand, that tKey were unknown 
to him, at leaft he would not own- that he 
knew them. I returned to my Flemifii 
apothecary, in a very different dilpdfitlon 
of mind from what I was in when I came 
out; that is to fay, very aiporous, and 
very much ifi pain to know whether my 
beautiful Leonora was a courtesan or a 
woman of reputation ; and if fhe had as 
much good fenfe as her mother, who 
feemed to have a great deal. I abandon- 
ed myfelf to thofught, and flattered txtY* 
felf with a thouland hopes, . which enter- 
tained me a while; but difquieted me 
much more, when I confidered the inr- 
poffibility of my wifhcs. Having framed 
a thoufand frivolous dcfigns, I refolved at 
laft to feek them put, n6t thinking it 
poflible for them to remain long invifible 
m Rome, (which is not a populous city,) 
efpecially to a man fo much in love as I 
was. That very day I looked 'for them 
wherever I thought it moft lilcely to find 
them, and returned home at night, more 
tired and u'neafy that! I was when I went 
out. The next -day I fought them with 
ftill more diligence, yet did nothing but- 
tire and difquiet myfelf. By my pecpir^ 
through the lattice- windows, and my hafty 
funning after all the women that bore the 

leaft 
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leaft refemblance of diy Leonora, I was 
triken a hundred times, both in the ftreets 
and in the churches, for the greateft fool 
among thofe Frenchmen who have con- 
tributed moft to make Fucnchnien ridicu- 
lous; It is matter of wonder, how I could 
gather ftrength at a time, when I ftiffered 
fomuch from fickhcfs : however, my body 
itcdvered, whilft my fick mind remain* 
ed fo divided betwixt honour and love, 
ifrhich kept me at Rome, that I often 
tioubted whether 1 (hould obey the fre- 
tjuent fetters I received from yerville, 
^o conjured n\e "by rfie ties of friend- 
ship, to come to him, without ufmg the 
ri^ts he had to command me. At laft, 
all my endeavours to find out my un- 
known feidy, proving iilefFeftual, I paid 
my landlord, and -got itiy little equipagfi 
i*eady, in order to depdrt. The day be- 
fore I was to fet out, fignior Stephano 
Vanberge-{fbr fo icas my landlord called) 
told me, he defigned to give rhe a dinner 
at a miftrefs's houfe of his, and at' the 
j&me tihie make me coiifcfs, that he had 
tiot made an ill choice for a Fleming ; 
adding withal, that he would not carry 
me to her befbre I was to go away, be* 
caufe he was a little jealous. I promifed 
to wait on him', rather our of complaifance 

than 
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than inclination; and accordingly he went 
Ebout dinner-time. The houfe he went 
into had neither the appearance nor fur- 
niture of an apothecary's miftrefs. Hav- 
ing traverfed a Very fine parlour, we 
entered a magnificent room, where we 
were received by Leonora and her mother. 
You may imagine how much I was agrec- 
' ably furprized. The mother of that beau- 
tiful daughter came towards me, to be 
faluted after the French way ; and I muft 
own, that fhe kifled me, rather than I 
her : I was fo amazed, that I could fcarce 
fee, neither did I hear one word of the 
compliment (he made me. At laft I re- 
covered both my fenfes and fight, and faw 
my Leonora hcrfelf more beautiful and 
charming than before, but had not the 
^ffurance to falute her. I was fenfible of 
my fault as foon I had committed it ; but 
inftead of repairing it, blufiied as much 
out of fhame, as Ihe did out of modefty. 
Her mother told me, flie defigned to re- 
turn me thanks before I went away, for 
the pains I had taken to find out their 
habitation; and this ftill increafed my 
confufion. She brought me into a private 
room adorned after the French falhiori, 
where her daughter did not follow us, 
becaufe, I fuppofe, fhe did not think it 

worth 
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worth her while to join converfation with 
to dull a fellow as I feemed to be. She 
ftayed with fignior Stephano, whilft, with 
het mother, I afted the part of a clown to 
the life. She was fo givij, as to keep up 
the converfation by herfelf •, *^fiich fhe did.- 
very ihgeniouQy -, though nothing can be 
more difficult, than to fhew one's wit with 
thofe that have none. For my part, I 
iiever was fuch a blockhead 'in my life; 
and if fhe was not tired of my company, 
fhe never could be fo with any company 
whatfoevcn Amongft other things, to 
which I fcarce anfwered, yes, or no, fhe 
told me fhe was'a French woman, and that* 
figriior Stephano would inform me of thc/^ 
reafons which kept her at Rome. By this' 
time, dinner bemg ready, fhe was obliged 
to lead me ialohg to the table ; for I was fo' 
difordereci, that I' did not know how to 
fet one foot before the other. I was the 
fame dull' fellow both before and after' 
dinner ; during which, the .only thing I 
did' with afTurance,' was to flare . upon 
Leonora. ^ Infancy Ihe' was uneafy'at it, 
and therefore to puhifh' me for it, neycr 
lifted up her eyes all the while. Had the 
mother been filerit, the dinner had been ' 
like a Carthiafian meal ; but fhe difcourfed ' 
with fignior Stephano -^abbut the affairs of 
Vol. I. G Rome, 
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Home, at leaft I fancy fo, for I am not 
very fure of it to this hour. At lad we 
rofe from table, to the OTeat comfort of 
«very body, except myfelf, whofc diftcm- 
per grew worfe and worfe every moment. 
When we went to take our leaves, they 
faid a thousand obliging things to me, 
which I only anfwered with the ordinary 
compliments ufed at the bottom of a 
letter: however, I did fomething more 
at parting than I did when I came in, for 
1 faluted Leonora, and by that means 
compleated my ruin. Stephano was not 
able to get one fingle word from me all 
our way home. I locked myfelf up in 
my room, without pulling off either my 
cloak or fword. There 1 revolved in my 
xxiind what had happened to me. Leonora 
prefented herfelf to my fancy, more beau* 
tiful than ever flie had appeared in my 
fight. I remembered how dull and filcnt 
I was before the mother and daughter j 
and as ofteii as I thought on it, was fo 
afliamed, thaf I could not forbear blulh- 
ing. I wifhed to be rich, curfed my mean 
extraction ; and then fancied to myfelf, 
a thoufand lucky adventures, advantage- 
jous both to my fortune and love. At laft, 
having iiothing in my thoughts but how 
10 frame a plaufible pretence to ftay, and 

pot. 
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not finding any to my liking, I grew {6 
ilefperate, as to wi(h to fall fick again, to 
-which I had already no fmall difpofition. 
I dcfigned to write to Leonora ; but all 
my pen could produce did not pleafe me, 
and fo I put into my pocket the beginning 
of a lepter, which perhaps I had not dareti 
to fend, had it been finifhed. Thus, hav- 
ing difquieted njyfelf to little purpofe, 
and not being able to banifti Leonora 
from my thoughts, I refolved to go by 
the garden where (he appeared to mc at 
lirft, to abandon myfelf entirely to my 
paflion, and pafs by her door to take a 
linal farewell. The garden was well 
fituated in one of the remotefl parts of 
the city, and in the midft of fevcral old 
uninhabited buildings. As I pafled along, 
-penfive and melancholy under the ruins of 
a portico, J heard fomebody ftalk behind 
me, and at the fame time felt myfcif 
run through the body. I prcfently faced 
about, and inftantly drew my fword ; and 
finding I had to ,do . with the fervant of 
the young Frenchman I mentioned be- 
fore, I was like to return him at leaft as 
good a pafs as he had made at me by 
treachery : but as I pufhcd at him with- 
out being able to clofe with him, becaufe 
he maintained a running fight,, and en- 

G 2 deavoured 




174 ' THE CX>]\t I a 

<icavourcd to parry, his mafter ca.mc out 
from- among the ruins of the portico, and 
attacking me behind, de^k me fuch a 
ilunning blow on the head, and a great 
thruft in the thigh, as made me fall to 
the ground. There was no likelihood of 
my efcaping at fo cheap a rate, but becaufe 
in an ill aftion people feldom preferve a 
pretence of mind, the fervant wounded* 
his mafter in the right hand ; and at the 
fame time two Mininr friars of the Trinity 
of the mount pafling by, and feeing me 
treacheroufly aflauked, ran to my aflift- 
ance ; whereupon the affaffins made their 
cfcape, and left me wounded in three 
feveral places. Thofe good friars hap-' 
pened to be Frenchmen, to my great 
4:on>fort •, for, in fo remote a place, had 
an Italian feen me in the condition I was 
in, he would rather have avoided than 
fuccoured me, left being fownd doing me 
a good office, he Ibould be fufpefted of 
being himfclf my murthcrer. Whilft one 
of thefe charitable friars received my con- 
feflion, the other ran to my lodging, to 
acquaint my landlord with my difafter: 
he came inftantly to me, and caufed me 
to be carried, half dead, to my bed. 
With fo many 'bounds, and fo much love, 
it was no wonder if I foon fcB into a moft 

violent 
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-violmt feven My life was ^cfpaircd of 

xby all, and I had no reaibn to hope its 

^continuance. In the mean tincie, my paf- 

'^iion for Leonora was fo far from abating^ 

that it was rather inereafed, though my 

flrepgth grew ftill weaker and weaker. 

.Wh(weforc,iiot. being able to fupport fa 

heavy a burthen, and yetrefolyed not to 

die, without letting Leonora know, thst 

it was for her fake only, that I wilhcd to 

live, L called for a pen and ink. They 

thought I was light headed ; but I was k> 

-eameft in protefting that they - would 

drive me into.defpair in cafe they fhpuld 

deny me what I requefted, that figbior 

Stephano, who ha,d -taken jiotice of my 

palUon, and was fo clear figKtcd .4s..to^ 

^Vicfs at my defign,. gave orders that 1 

ihould have all things neceflary to writer 

find a? he knew my intention, lie ftayed 

s^\l 4loAe in the ro^m. I perufed what 

I had fcribbled a little before with defiga 

to make ufe of fome thoughts which came 

then into my head upon the fanrie fubjed^ 

And. then wrote thus to Leonora, 

" I no fooner fawyou, but it was out 
of my power to farbear loving you v my 
reafon did not oppofe nay paflion, buftold 
fncy a$ well, as my eyes, that you was the. 
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moft lovely perfon in the world ; whcrca* 
it fhpuld have reprefcntcd to me, how 
wnworthy I was of your heart. However,, 
that would have ferved only to cxafperatc 
my difeafe with unprofitable renfiedies;. 
and after having ftruggled awhile, I 
muft at laft havp yielded to the irrefift- 
able neceflity of loving you, which you 
impofe on all that fee you. I love you, 
my charming Leonora ; but with fo much 
rcfpeft, that you ought not to hate me 
for it, although I have the boldnefs to 
difcover it to you : but how is it pofliblc 
to die for you, without boafting of it ? 
and how can you refufe to pardon a 
crime, with which you cannot reproach 
me long ? 1 own your being the caufe of 
a man's d^ath is a recompence not to be 
merited, but by a great number of fcr- 
vices •, and you will, perhaps, envy me an 
happinefe, which you procured me with- 
out defign. But do not grudge it me, 
lovely Leonora, fincc it is no more in 
your power to make me lofe it, and that 
it is the only favour I ever received from 
fortune, who will never fufficiently reward 
your merit, but by procuring you adorers 
as much above me, as all other beauties 
in the world are below you. Therefore, 
I am not fo vain as to think that you wiH 
beftow dke leaft fentimcnt of pity on—'' 
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I way not able to make an end of my^ 
letter ; my ftrength failed me on the fud-' 
den, and the pen fell from my hand, for n>jr 
mind went lb faft, that my body could 
not keep peace with itv elfe that long 
beginning you have heard, had been but 
a Imall part of my letter ; fo much wa5 
my imagination warmed by my fever 
and my love. I was a long time in a 
fainting fit, without giving the leaft fign 
of life 5 which fignior Stephano perceiv- 
ing, he opened the chamber-door to- 
fend for a prieft. At that very moment 
Leonora and her mother came to vifit me, 
having, it fcems, been informed of my 
being wounded. Now, as they thoughc 
this accident befel me upon -their ac- 
counts, and for that reaibn that they 
were the innocent caufe of my death, 
they did not fcruple to come to fee me ia 
the condition I was in. My trance lafted 
fo long, that they went away before I was 
come to myfelf, very much afflifted, as 
one may imagine, and fully perfuaded, 
that I would never recover. They read 
what I had been writing ; and the mother 
being more curious than the daughter, 

gerufed alfo the papers I had left on the 
ed ; amonsft which there was a letter 
&om my fatner. I was a long time ftrug- 
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gling betwixt life and death ; but at 
length youth getting the upper-hand, io 
a fortnight's time I was out of danger v 
ahd in five week's time began to. walk 
about the room. My landlord entertain- 
ed me often ^bout Leonora. He ac- 
quainted me with the charitable vifit Ihe 
and her mother . had made me ; at which 
I was over-joyed : and if I was a little 
troubled at their reading my father's let- 
ter, I was highly pleafed^ that my own 
had been read alfo. As often as I hap- 
pened to be alone with Stephano, J could 
talk of nothing but Leonora. One day, 
calling to mind what her inother told me^ 
that he could inform me who ihe was, 
and what^reafons obliged her to flay ifi 
Rome, I defired him to acquaint me 
with what he knew of the matter. He 
acquainted me, that Ihe came to Rome 
with the French ambaflador's lady •, thaC 
a man of quality, a near relation of the 
ambafladoi^s, had fallen in love with her; 
that after a time Ihe loved him too, and 
that being married clandeftinely, fhe had 
the beautiful .Leonora by him : be in- 
formed me likewifc, that that nobleman 
had fallen out with, all his relations upon 
this account, whiqh obliged him to leave 
Rome and go to Venice with madarne la 

Boiflicrc 
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Boifliere (fbr^hi^ was herl|ame) till the 
time of the ambafly ftiouU be expired ; 
that having brought her S^Kk to Rome, 
he furnilhed her a houfe, andWa^her all 
necejOTaries to live like a perfoWNjualitjr, 
whilft he ftayed in France, whither his 
father had called him back, and whither 
he diirft not carry his miftrefs, or, if you 
pleafe, his wife ; well knowing, that none 
of his relations would approve his match. 
I omft confefs, I could not fon^timcs 
forbear wilhing, that Leonora "was not the 
legitimate daughter of a perfi>n of quality, 
that the blemifti of her birth might excufe 
the meannefs of mine j but however, I 
foon repented fo criminal a thought^ and 
wilhed her fortune anfwerable to her 
merit. This, liift thought caft me into 
defpair-, for as I loved her more than 
my life, I plairvly forefaw> that I could 
never be happy without enjoying her, nor 
enjoy her without .making her unhappy. 
When I began to recover, and that there 
was no other remains of my difteraper^ 
than a great palenefs in my^cheeks, occa- 
fioned by the vaft quantity of blood I had 
loft, my young matters returned from the 
Venetian army, the plague which infefted 
all the Levant, not fufrering them to fig-» 
Balize their courage there any longer. 
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Vcrville had' ftlU the fame affeftion he 
ever had for me, and Saint Far did not 
yet (hew he hated me, as he has done jGnce. 
I recounted to them all my adventures^ 
except my falling in love with Leonora; 
both expreffed a great defirc of being ac- 
quainted with her, which my exaggerating 
the merit both of the mother and the 
daughter encreafed. A man ought never 
to commend the perfon he loves, before 
thofe who may love her alfo, fincclovc 
enters at the cars as well as the eyes. 
This, folly has often been pernicious to 
thofe who have been guilty of it, which 
my own experience will juftify, as you 
ihall fhortly fee. Saint Far aflced me every 
day when I defigned ta carry him to ma- 
dame la Boifliere : one day, when he was 
morfc preffing than ordinary, I anfwered, 
I could not tell whether <he would admit 
of his vifit or not, becaufe Ihe lived very 
retired ; nay, replied he, I now plainly 
fee you are in lovfe with her daughter^ 
and added, he knew how to go fee her 
without me, after a very blunt manner. 
I was {o daunted, that he then firmly be- 
Keved, what he barely fufpefted before. 
Afterwards he paffed an hundred filly jefts 
upon me, and put me fo out of coun- 
tenance, that Vcrville pitied me. He 

i. ' took 
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took me away from his unmannerly bro- 
ther, and carried me to the Corfo. where 
I was extremely mclanchoUy, 'though. 
Verville, out of a kindnefs extraordinary 
in a peribn of his age, and to much above 
me uy birth, ufed all poflible means to 
divert me. In the mean time,, the iU^ 
natured Saint Far, endeavoured to fatisfy. 
Kimfelf, or rather ruin me. He went 
ilrait to madame la Boifliere ; where they 
took film at firft for me, becaufe he had 
my landlord's iervapt with him, who hadi 
often accompanied me thither; but had 
It not been for that, I believe h^ had' 
never been admitted. Madame la Bbiflicre • 
was very much furprized to fee a* man fhe 
did not know : (he told Saint Far, (he 
could not imagine' upon what fcore, a^ 
itranger did her the honour of a vifit. 
Saint Far replied very humbly, that he 
was the mailer of a. young fellow, whO' 
was fo happy as to be wounded in hen* 
fcrvice. 

Having begun his compliment with an 
account, which, as I was informed fince^. 
pleafed neither the mother lior daughter 5 
and thefe two ingenious perfons, being 
unwilling to hazard the reputation of their 
wit, with a peribn, who at once difcover- 
ed he had little, the rude impertinent. 

G.6 ' wa&> 
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was meanly diverted bjr nhcm, and tljey 
very itiuch tired Svithhfni^'BuFwliat 
made him almoft mad, was, 'his bfcirig. 
denied the latisfaftion pf feeing Lbonora*^. 
face, though ' he had DCgg^^dJih'i t^ou* 
ftnd times to lift up the Veil ft^'e cQmnjiqn* 
ly wor?, as all unmarried Jadies ^6 at 
Rome. At laft this accbrhpli(hed tpukier 
. being tired with tiring of them^ ria .them 
of his troublefome vifit, and Returned to 
fignior Stephanb's with littje advantage 
ffom the ill office he had dpne me.*' Ever 
fince that.^ime, as it is ordinary witn ill- 
natured perfons to hate th'ofe \^hdrh they 
have injured, he cjelpifed m^ to that de- ' 
gree, and difobjiged me fp often,'^^ tfiat 1 
had a hundred tirhe§ forgot the fefceft I 
owed to. his quality, if Vcrville, by his 
conftant friehdfhjp, 'and. tepeafed Kind- 
neires,''had hoi made nie amends for his 
)brother*s * brutality^ I was not yet ac- 
quainted with the ill office he had yone 
me, though I often felt the ciFefts of it '; 
I found, indeed, madame la Bpiffiere' 
more referved to me, than when we were 
firft acquainted ; l^ut being ftill as civil 
as before, I did not tal^e nptice of my 
being troublefome. As for Leonora, fhe 
appeared very thoughtful before her 
mother i but when pot obferved by her, 

methought; 
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ihethought fhe was not fo melanchdily, 
and cal};.on. me nntore ^[avo^cabl^ looks 
than I roitld have expefted, 
, Peftiny was tKus relating his ftory, and 
the aftrefles liftcning very atterifively, 
without (hewing the leaft inclination to 

tw;9.\MT3.,JpAve put .peftipy .ifimind, 
t}ij^ the next^ day he w^ ^9 ^pi^F^yi 
cnonlleur j[a. Kappipiere to a hpuie aboqt 
ifippf: three ,l^gues out of* town, i^^^em 
hf prpmiif d ,to giye theni the diycffioR <^j 
Ij^ntjfig. fThis^ n^jaie peftiny ia)f,e hlsr 
IjE^ye of the (pk^yer$, and retire tg h^iji- 
9Wfi chambei:^ w^re m'VU^ probjl?afty hjL 
vent tp bed : tb^ other players did t{^e. 
fftine^ a^d the remaining parf pf ^e n^ght 
w^ feent m quiets the ppet, a? luck 
Wm bf^ve it, leaving made Ro.ft^jfii? 
^};^2^ to 4ii^urb. the^ general repoie. , : 


'■',. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

How ihe curate of Domfrent was carried. 

arjoay. 

THOSE who have had fo much fparc 
thne to throw away upon the read- 
ing of the foregoing chapters, may re- 
inember, if they have not forgot it, that 
the curate of Domfront was in one rf: 
thofe litters, which met four in a com- 
pany in a little village, by an accident 
which perhaps had never happened be* 
forc; though every one knows four littcrr 
may (boner meet together than four moun- 
tains. This curate then, who lodged in: 
the fame inn where our players quartered,. 
Raving had a confultation of the phyii- 
cians of Mans about his difeaib,, and bc^ 
ing told by thofe grave do^tors^ in very 
el^ant Latin, that he was troubled with) 
the gravel j which the poor nian knew but: 
too well before *, and likewiib having: dil^ - 
patched fome bufinefs which never came- 
to my knowledge: this good prieft, L 
fay, having done all this, itt out from^ 
that inn about nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, to return to the fpiritual conduft ofc 
his flock. One of his nieces, dreflediike: 
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a gentlewoman, but whether fhe was fir 
or not, fighifies little, placed herfelf at 
the fore part of the litter, at the good 
man's feet, who wa$ very thick and (hort.. 
A pealant, by name William, led the 
fore-horfe by the bridle, by fpecial order 
from the curate, for fear he Aould ftum- 
ble; and the curate's fervant, one Julian, 
took care to drive the hinder } which was 
however fo reftive, that he was often 
obliged to pufli him forward with his 
flioulders. The curate's chamber-pot, 
which was of yellow brafs, and glittered 
like gold, having been newly fcoured in 
the inn, hung on the right fide of the 
litter, which made it look more mag- 
nificent than the left, which was only 
adorned with a hat in a pafleboard cafe, 
which the curate had received from the 
Paris meflfcnger, for a gentleman of his ' 
acquaintance, who had a houfe near Dom- 
front. About a league and a half from 
the town, while the litter jogged leifurely 
on in a hollow way, fenced on both fides 
with thick hedges, as ftrong as walls, 
three horfemen, feconded by two men on 
ibot, ftopped the venerable caravan. One 
of them, who feemed to be captain of the 
reft, with a moft terrible voice cried. 
Death and furies, the firft man thar ofl^ers 

to 
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to fpeak ^- w.oxd, I'll flxoot. him through 
the head » and y^th that clipped the muz- 
zle of bis piftol within . two inches (rf* 
WilU^m,^ the country-fellow's nple, who 
kd the horfe litter. Another did the 
like, to Juiian, and one of the foot-pads 
leyclkd his gun zx the ' curate's ncck» 
w|?iilc |ie ilepj; very quietly in the littjcr ; 
by which m.e^s he'wA3 freed from the 
terrible fright that had feized his little 
.peaceful retinue^ Thefe villians drove 
the litter with more hafte than the dull, 
horfes tjiat carried it were willing to 
t^^^. Never was filence better obfervcd 
in ^ yipl^flt an adion : the curate's niQce 
was TPQre d^ad than alive ; William and 
Julian wept, without daring fo much as.. 
to open their mouths, daunted by the 
terrible apparition of f^re-arms; and the. 
curate flept on, as I faid bcfoi*e. Qne o£ 
th(? horfemen detached himfclf from the 
main bpdy, and went on full gallop. lai 
the mean time the litter reached a wood^* 
at the entrance of which, the fofe horfe, 
which perhaps was as much, frighted as 
his leaders, or elfe out of fpite, becaufe 
they had forced him to go a quieter pace, 
than his dull and heavy conftitution. 
would permit him, put his foot into a 
wheel-track 5 where he fell a flouncing fo 

fiercely,. 
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fiercely,, that ^the curate wakcd-^ J^t t^e 
none ; arid his niece tumbled down from 
the litter on t^e lean outtocksjof the jade;^ 
The good man called jiali^n, who durit 
not .fo miich as a^fwer hipfij he thea 
called his niece, who waa not fuch a 
fool as to. open her mouth i and the 
peafant beifts as hard-hearted as the reft, 
"the curaje fell ji^to a paliipn in,goo4 
earneft. Some relate he Iwore afi path, 
but I can hardly believe fuch a tjiing pf a 
curaite of Lower Mayne. The . curate's 
niece had- by this time raifed herfclfup 
again frpm the horfe's buttocks, and fat 
in her place, without, daring to look, on 
her uncle; and |he horfe havln^g, - witl^ 
grc^ vigour, dj^ngaged his jfeet, went 
on fafter than <?ver ne did, nptw^ittiftand- 
ing the curate's fcreaming out ftop* His 
repeated cries fcared the ^jiorf^js^ jyhicli 


\ 



oftener than the .reft, his loioce, to whofe 
name he- added t)ie epithet ojf double 
whore and bitch jnt9 t^e bprgs^in, : IJowr* 
tver, (he might ha\re: ipoke if ihe had 
been willing ;. /or tl^ oj.ap . wjxp made ^er 
obferve fo reIig|Q,u/ a ^ilenoe, was gone 

to m.?et the horfehien. who ipde betoreV 
' • " ' ' about 
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about forty or fifty yards from the fitter; 
But the fear of the carabine^, made her in^ 
fcnfible of her uncle's hard words ; who 
feeing himfelf fb obftinately difobe/d^ 
began at laft to howl and cry out, heljp^ 1 
murthcr. And now the horfemen who 
rode before^ and whom the footmen had 
called back, came to the litter, and made 
xt ftop ; when one of them cried out in a 
terrible voice to William^ What fool is 
that, that makes fuch a noife in the litter? 
Alas, fir, anfwered William, with fear 
and trembling, you know that better than' 
I. The horfeman ^gave him a found 
knock on the pate with the but end of his 
piftol, and prefenting the muzzle to his * 
niece, commanded her to unmaik, and 
tell her who (he was. The curate, wha 
from his litter beheld all this, and who 
had a law-fuit with a gentleman in his 
neighbourhood, de Laune, by jiame, 
thought it wa^ he that had a mind to 
murther hun — and cried out, Monfieur 
de Laune, I fummon you before God 
Almighty, to anfwer for my murther iT 
you kill me : I am a confccrated pneft^^ 
though an unworthy one, and TU have 
you excommunicated. In the mean time 
his niece pulled off her maik, and (hew- 
ed the horfeman a wild daring face, whicll 
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he did not know. • This produced an un- 
cxpc6l:ed effcft. That paflionate gcntle-j 
man difcharged one Qf his pillols into the 
flank of the horfe that carried the fore 
part of the litter, and with the other Ihot 
one of his footmen in the head ; faying, 
kt all that give falfe intelligence have 
that for their pains. And now it was, 
that the curate and his rfetinue's fears 
began to redouble: he demanded their 
confeffion. Julian and William fell on 
their knees, and the curate's niece kept 
clofe to her uncle. But thofe who put 
them in that terrible fright, were already 
gone from them, and malde the beft of 
their way, as faft as their horfes could 
drive, leaving to their charge the body 
of the fellow that was (hot. Julian and 
William got up,' ftiH Ihaking with the 
remains of their fears, and told the curate 
and his niece, that the troopers were gone. 
They were obliged to unharnefs the 
hindermoft horfe, to fet the litter upright| 
and William was fent to the next town 
to get another horfe. In the mean time 
the curate was. at a lofs, what to think of 
thefe accidents : he could not imagine, 
why they left him without robbing him ; 
nor, for what reafon the horfeman had 
killed one of his own men j at which, 

however, 
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hpwcvec, ,hc was not fo mgch oSetdeci 
as at tb? Ipfs q{ his .popr murthcred horfe^ 
w4)ich; ia all probability,, l^ad oQvcr quarr 
relied lyith that.ftranger. Upon the whole 
piatter, he concljaded thait it was de 

'Laune, who had defigned to raurthcr 
him, and faid, he would, have his re- 
venge! His niece maintained,, that it wis 
notdeLauae, whom fhe knew very well; 

' but the curate h|id a mind it fhould be hin^ 
that he might have an opportunity of 
inditing him for an aifault, hoping to geiic 
jiim ^pndemncd upon the depofition of 
fomc witnefles, .whom he expeftcd to find 
at Goron^ where he had many relations. 
At length Julian efpying another com- 
pany of men on Jiorfeback making to- 
wards, them, betook himfelf to his heeU 

. as faft as he could. The curate's niece 
feting Julian upon the flight, thought he 
had Tome reafon for it, and therefore 
fcampered away alfo ; which put the curate 
entirely hpfide himfelf, not knowing what 
to.make of lb many extrordinary accidents. 
At laft, he himfelf, efpied the horfemen 
whom Julian had feen. before,; and, ftill 
w.Qrfe, faw them .coming dif c6kly towards 
him. . This troop was xo^ipofed of nine 
or ten horfemen, in the nudft of whom 
wa3 a wretch bound Ixand and foot,, on a 

little' 
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little forry hoffe, with^ a pate dowhcaft " 

' l6ok, like one that was cariying to execu- 
tion. The curate began to -lay hispnyefs^i 
recommending himfelf to God's mercy^ 
and not forgetting the horfe that was left 
alive: l>ut he wa«. very'mu^h ful-prifcd, 
and comforted at the fame time, to find 
that it was la Rappiniere with fome^of his 
mcA. La Rappiniere afking him what he 
<iicl there,, and whether it wJw he that 
had killed the man that lay dead, near fhe 
iiorfe's fide, .the curate told . hirtr the 
•wiiole adventure, ftill affitmJngj that it 
^as dc Laune that had way'-laid him, of 
which la Rappiniere made ^ Verbal procefs 
at large. One of his archers went to the 

' ^icxt village, to get the dead hddy re- 
moved, and returned with the curate's 
niece and Julian,- who by vthis timehad ' 
recovered their fright, and had met 
William with a frefli horfe for the littfer: 
The curate returned fafc to Domfront^ 

. where, as long as he live^, he will relate 
how he was fet upon, and carried away. 
The dead horfe was eaten up by the 
wolves, or maftifF dogs -, the body of the 
dead man was buried I know not where \ 

' and la Rappiniere, Deftiny, Rancour 
dive, la Rappinicre's mirmidons, and 
the prifoner, went "back to Mans. This 

is 
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is the fuccefs of la Rappiniere and the 
itrollers huntings who caught a mim 
inftead of a fox. 


CHAP. XV. 

'jiCbarlatatf s arrival at the im. A con^ 
tinuation cf the hijlory iff D^iny and 
Stella. Aferenade^ 

YO U may be pleafed to remember, 
that in the foregoing chapter, one 
of thofe that fct upon the curate of Dpm- 
front, left his companions, and went full 
gallop we know not whither. Now, as 
he was fpurring on in a deep and narrow 
way, he cfpied, afar off, iomt men on 
horfeback, making dire£tly towards him ; 
he would have wheeled about to fhun 
them, but turning too fhort, and with 
more, hafte than good fpeed, his horfe 
fprung up fo fuddenly, that he fell down 
backwards witlfi the rider under him. La 
Rappiniere and his fellows obferving this, 
thought it was very ftrange, that a man 
who came in fuch hafte towards them, 
fhould endeavour to avoid them with the 
like fpeed. It gave them therefore jqft: 
caufe of fufpicion, elpeeklly la Rappiniere, 

who 
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irbo was very fufccptiblc in his owa 
nature ; Jbefides, his office obliging him 
10 make the worft interpretation of things 
tn dubious cafes, his fufpicion encreafcd 
to a high degree, when he came near 
the man who had one leg under the horfe, 
for he took notice that he was. not fo much 
terrified at his fall, as at the perfon before 
^hom he fell. Now confidering it could 
be Jio prejudice to Tiim co aggravate bis 
fright, and knowing how to difcharge his 
office, as well as any provoft in France, he 
drew near, and faid to him. What ! you 
are caught, my friend are you ? Well, I'll 
take care you Ihall not get fuch another 
fall. This amazed the poor fellow much 
more than the fall had done; when la 
Rappiniere and his harpies faw . in his 
; countenance fuch vifible figns of guilt, 
that any other officer lefs forward than he 
would have arretted him without any more 
ado: he therefore commanded his men to 
help him up, and bind him hand and foot 
•on his own horfe. He foon afterwards met 
he curate-of Domfront in the diforder you 
ave read of, with a man murthered, and 
horfe fliot through, which confirmed him 
ill more in his fufpicions, to which the 
rifoner's great diforder and change of co:^ 
ur, was no fmail addition, Dcftiny fur- 

veyed 
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VeyeH hhn' tnore eameftly than the reft^ 
imagining he knew him, tho' where he 
had feen him he could not perfedly call 
to mind. He wcrlt on ruminating all the 
way he rode, and ftfbve to awake his 
drowfy iriemory ; yet could not re mem- 
ber wh^ire he had^feeh this fufpeftedper-' 
fon. At length they arrived at Mans, 
where' la Rappinere committed the fup- 
pofed mralefadlor to prifon, whilii the 
ftroUers who were to open their ftage the 
day following, retired to their inn, to get' 
all things in *re&:dinefs for thatf purpofe. 
They were recdnciled to the innkeeper; 
and the poet, who was as generous as any 
poet in the world, would needs treatlthcm" 
toafuppen Ragbtin, who was then in the 
inn; for he could not refrain froni gp'nik] 
there, ev^r fince he had been fhiitteh witn 
the beatlties of Stella, was invited ty the 
poet amoftgft the reft ; this poor poet was 
even fo much a fool, as to invite alfo 
thofe that had been Ipeftators of the com- 
bat, which' had .been fought the nigh't' be- 
fore betwixt the playei-is and the innkcejper^s 
family, in their ftiirts arid fniocks. A little 
before fupper begari^ the jolly company 
was farther encreafed by the arrival of a 
Charlatan and his retinue-, which confifted 
of his wife, ^an old' ttegroe maid, a mon- 
key 
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key,- and two footmen. Rancour had an 
acquaintance with the perfonage of a long 
ftanding, and therefore there pad great 
civilities between them : nor would the 
(>oet» who was eafiiy * acquainted with 
people, part with him or his wife, before 
he had prevailed upon them, by many 
high compliments, which founded loud^ 
and figniBed little, only to come and ho- 
nour him with their prefence at fupper. 
Well, fup they did, where nothing hap- 
pened that was remarkable^ only they 
drank plentifully, and eat proportionably. 
Ragotin fed his eyes on Stella^s face, which 
intoxicated him more than the liquor he 
fwallowed. file fpoke but very fparingly 
all the while' they were at table, tho* the 
poet gave him a fair opportunity of 
wrangling, flatly condemning Theophile's 
verfes, of whom Ragotin was a great 
admirer. The aftrefles engaged awhile 
with the operator's wife, a Spanifti woman^ 
and very agreeable. They afterwards with- 
drew into their chamber, whither Deftiny 
waited on them, to continue and end his 
ftory ; which Cave and her daughter died 
with impatience to hear. Stella in the 
mean time was ftudying her part, when 
Deftiny having taken a chair near the bedr 
fide, whereon Cave and her daughter fat^ 
^ Vol, L H went 
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ivent on With his hiftory after the following 
uianner. 

Hitherto you have found me very amo- 
rous, and much in pain, to know what 
cfFeft my letter had wrought on Leonora 
And her mothers minds j you Ihall findTnc 
more in love yet, and in the greateft de- 
fpair. I waited every day on madam la 
Boiflierc and her daughter, fo blinded with 
-paflion^ that I did not take notice of the 
coldnefs of their reception, nor did I con- 
fider that my too frequent vifits became 
importunate. Madame la Boiffiere was 
weary of my company, ever fince Saint 
Far acquainted her who I was : yet (he 
coiild not civily forbid me the houfe, 
after what I had fufFered on her account. 
As for her daughter, if I might judge by 
what fhe did fince, I may fay Ihe pitied 
me, though contrary to her mother's will, 
who kept fo watchful an eye over her, 
that we could never have an opportunity 
of meeting in private. To fpeak the 
truth, though this fair virgin was much 
lefs cold to me than her mother, yet durft 
not Ihefhew me the leaft token of her 
favour before, her mother ; fo that I was 
on the rack, and my afliduity ferved only 
to make me the more hateful to thofe 
whom i dcfigned to pleafc. One day 

. madtoie 
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ihadame fioifliere having received letters 
from France, which obliged her to go 
abroad as foon as Ihe had read the con- 
tents of them,- ftre fent immediately for 
a coach, and fignior Stephano to ac- 
company her, not daring to go alone 
after the unlucky rencounter, wherein I 
had engaged on her account. I was my- 
felf nearer at hand, and more fit to be 
her attendant, than the gentleman flie had 
fent for ; however, Ihe would not accept 
of the leaft fervic^ from a perfon, whom 
Ihe intended fpeedily to be rid of. As 
luck would have it, Stephano was not to 
be found ; (b that Ihe was compelled to 
flicw before me, how uneafy fhe was,* 
that ftie had nobody to go with her, that 
I might have an opportunity to offer my- 
felf ; which I did with as much joy, as 
ftie could have regret to be obliged to 
take me along with her. I condufted 
her to a certain cardinal, who was then 
proteftor of the French, and who by good 
fortune gave her audience upon the firft 
motion (he made. The bufineis was 
doubtlefs of great importance, and no 
fmall difficulty ; for (he was a long time 
with him in a private grotto, or covered 
fountain, in the midft of a fine garden^^ 
\rhilft all the cardinal's followers walked 

Ji 2 into 
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into thofc parts of the garden they liked 
nioft. Hof^ was I got into a large walk 
of orange-trees alone with the beautiful 
Leonora, a blelling I had often wiihed 
for in vain; and yet was more modeil 
and timid than ever I had been. I can- 
not tell whether (he took notice of it, or 
whether it was her goodnefs which made 
her fpeak firft to me after this manner ; 
My mother, faid ihe, will have juft rea- 
fon to quarrel with Stephano for failing 
us to day, and troubling you to wait here 
fo long* And I am infinitely obliged to 
him, replied I, for procuring liie, though 
without defign, the greatefl: happinefs I 
ever hope to enjoy. I have too many obli- 
gations to you, faid (be, to omit any 
thing that may prove to your advantage ; 
therefore; pray let me know wherein the 
happinefs confifts you mention, that I 
may (hare your joy, if it be fuch as will 
not offend a modeft ear. I fear, faid I, 
you will make that joy ceafe — I ! anfwer« 
cd (he; no, I never was envious of toy 
man's profperity, much lefs of a perfon's 
who has ventured his life on my account. 
It is not your envy that I fear, anfwered 

I ^What other motive, returned (he, 

can there be to make me oppofe your 
felicity ? Your difdain, faid L I (hall be 

2 much 
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.much perplexed, added fhe, till you let 
me know what I Ihould difdain, and 
which way this difdain may concern you^ 
I could foon unfold this riddle, faid I^ but 
I cannot tell whether you will be plcafed 
to underftand it. Do not let me hear it 
then, replied Ihe •, for when we have fuch 
doubts, it (hews the thing is not to be 
cafily tinderftood, or is fuch as may dif- 
pleaie. I n>uft cor>fefs, I have admired 
A hundred times fincc, how I was able to 
anfwer her, my mind being Icfs intent 
upon what flie faid, than full of .fears of 
her mother's return, and lofing the op- 
portunity of emcrtaining her with my 
paffion. However, at laft, I muftered 
ttp all my affurance, and, without pro- 
longing a coriverfation, which did not 
Carry me faft enough to the point I aimed 
lit, I told her, not minding her laft 
words, That I had long fought an op- 
portunity to fpeak with her, thereby to 
confirm what I had prefumed to expreli 
in my letter; which yet I durft not nave 
undertaken, but from my knowledge that 
(he had feen it. To this I added a 
great deal of what I had written, and faid 
moreover, that, being upon my departure 
to ferve the pope in the war he was 
making on fome princes of Italy, and re- 
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to die there, fmce I found myfelf uiv- 
worthy of her ; I would intreat her only 
to tell me, what fentiments (he would 
have entertained of me, had my fortune 
been anfwerable. to the ambition I had te 
love her. She told me with a blulh, that 
my. death would not be indifferent to 
her; and therefore, added (he, if you are 
ItiU in the fame obliging difpofition to- 
wards your friends, do not let us lofe one 
who has been fo ferviceable to us ; or, at 
lead, if you will needs die, for fome 
greater reafon than what you have juft 
now expreffcd ; yet defer your death, 
till we have feen each other in France, 
whither my mother and myfelf are fud- 
denly returning* I prefled her to explain, 
more clearly, the fentiments (he had for 
me ; but her mother was by this time 
come fo near us, that ihe could not have 
fatisfied me, if (he had intended it. 
Madame la Boifliere looked but coldly 
upon me, perhaps, becaufe I had aa 
opportunity of entertaining hef daughter, 
who likewife feemed fomewhat uneafy. 
This made me to ftay but a Ihort time" 
with them, after their being returned 
home. I left them, highly pleafed with 
my adventure, putting the beft inter- 
pretation on i^eonora*s anfvver I could. 
^ The 
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The next day I omitted not to wait upon 
them according to my cuftom; but was told 
they were gone abroad, and the fame an- 
fwcr I received for three days together, 
for I was not difcouraged by the firfl Oi* 
fecond denial* In fine, fignior Stephana 
advifed me to go no more, bccaufe 
madame la 'Boifliere would not fuffer m;; 
to fee her daughter ; adding, he took me 
to be a man of more fenfe, than to expofe 
myfelf to a refufal. Then he acquainted 
tne with the reafon of my difgrace. 
Leonora's mother had caught her writing 
a letter to me, it feems ; having feverely 
Feproved her for which, Ihe afterwards 
gave ftrift orders, that her people flioiild 
always deny their being within, whenever 
I came to pay my vifit to them : and then 
I like wife diicovered the ill office Saint 
Far had done me ; and that, ever fines 
that time, the mother had been very 
much dilbleafed with my vifits. As for 
the daughter, Stephano affured me, my 
perfonal mtrit would have made her wave 
my mean birth and fortune, could (he but 
have gained her mother's confent-, wha 
was too haughty and covetous to be per- 
fuaded to it. \ (hall not trouble you with 
the mifery this unwelcome news occafion* 
Ned me : I was. as much concerned at it> 
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^s if I had injufticc done me in being r<« 
fufed by Leonora, thodgh I never duiifc 
hope to have the lead pofleifion of her 
heart : I railed at Saint Far, and had fome 
thoughts of fighting him ; but then con- 
fidering how much I had been obliged to 
his father and brother^ I had no other 
refuge but my tears. I wept like a child, 
and was ever uneaiy, but moft of all in 
company. Now came on the fad moment 
of our departure, and I was farced to go 
away, without taking my laft farewell of 
Leonora. We made a campaign in the 
pope's army, where I courted death as 
much as I could j but wherein fwtunc 
dilkppointed me, as (he had ever done in 
my other attempts. I could not meet that 
death which I fought for, but gained re- 
putation I ahned not at, though I had 
been proud of it at any other time: I 
could cherifti nothinjg, but the pleafing 
remembrance of Leonora. Verville and 
Saint Far were at length recalled to 
France by the baron d' Arques, who re- 
ceived them like a father that doted on 
his children. My mother" gave me a 
very indifferent reception j and as for my 
father, he dwelt at Paris, with count 
Claris, who had chofen him governor to 
his fon. The, baron d' Arques, who had 

been 
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,been made acquainted iwith my feats of 
arms in the war of Italy, where I had faved 
Verville^s lifc^ dcfired to have me live 
with hini' in the quality of a gentleman^ 
and companion. He gave me leave to 
vifit my father at Paris, where I almoft 
found left welcome, than I had done from 
my mother. Any other perfon in his. 
fituation, that 'had had a ion fo accom- 
pliihed as myfclf, would certainly have 
prefented him to the Scotch earl, but my 
father carried me out of his houfe in gr^at 
hafte, as if he feared I ihould difgrace 
him : as he went about the ftrcets, he re* 
proached me for being too fine -, told me^ 
I feemed proud, and that it were better for 
me to learn a trade, th^n thus to ftrut 
about with a fword by my fide. You may 
imagine, this difcourfe founded but harfh 
in a young man's ears, that had been well 
educated, and gained fome reputation in 
.the wars, and who befides had dared to 
love a handibme young l^dy, and declared; 
his paffion to her. 1 muft freely own, 
the fentimcnts of love and refpeft, which- 
a fon owes to his father, could not make 
me refrain from looking on him as a very 
troubleibme old man. He led me about 
through three or four feveral fl:reets, witli 
the fame civility and carf fling expreffionr,, 
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and then (hook me off abruptly, charging 
me not to come near him any more. I was. ^ 
willing enough to obey this laft injunftion,, 
and therefore quitted him, to go and 
wait upon monfieur de Saint Sauveur^ 
who received me like a father indeed, and 
blamed my own parents for their unnatural 
treatment j promifing alfo, never to aban-t 
don me. The baron d* Arqucs had fome 
bufinefs, which obliged him to go and 
dwell at Paris. H[e took up his lodgings 
at^lip farther end of the fuburbs of Saint 
Germains, in a very (lately houfe, that 
had been lately built with many others^ 
which have rendered that place the fineft 
part of the city. Saint Far and Verville 
made their teurt to the king, went to the 
Thuilleries, or to vifit, as all young men 
of quality do in that vaft city. For my 
own part, when I waited not on them, I 
frequented all the fencifgrjchools to keep 
my hand in ufc ; or went to the play- 
houfe ; which isj^Ulps, one reafon, why 
I am now a tplenHpafton Verville took 
me afide one day,land told me he was 
fallen deeply in love with a young lady 
that dwelt in the fame ftreet. . He in- 
formed me fhe had a brother,. J^j^me 
Saldagne, who \yas as jealojis both o^j^r, 
and another fifter under his tuition> a$4f 

he 
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he had been their hulband. He told me 
zKoy he had made no fmall progrefs in his 
amour, having periuaded her to give him 
admittance by night into their garden, 
the back-door whereof opened into the 
fields, as ours did likewife. Having made 
me his confident, he defired me to ae- 
company him, and ufe all my rhetoric tOf 
gain the favour of the woman that was ta 
attend her. Verville had fliewed me att 
along fuch friendfliip, that I could not 
reaibnably refufe him any thing : fo we 
went out at our garden back-door, about 
t'en o'clock at night, and foon after were 
admitted into the garden, where the 
miftrefs and the maid waited for us. Poor 
madame Saldagne trembled all over, and 
durft not (peak ; Verville's courage was 
little better ; the waiting woman was as 
mute as a fi(h ; and I, who only came to 
accompany Verville, fpoke DOt a wordj 
neither had I any defire totalk. At laflr, 
Verville lummoned his;courage to his aid,. 
and led his miftrefs-nnto a clofe walk, 
having firft laid a ftrift charge upon^ the 
waiting woman and myfelf to play the 
centinels part, which we obferved fo re* 
ligioufly, that for a long time we walked 
together, without fpeaking one word to 
each, other. At the end of the alley we 
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met the youaig lovers : VerviUe -afkcd tnc' 
aloud, vrficthcr I had entertained the maid 
as Ihc deicrvtd ? I replied, I thought (he 
had no reafon to complain. No, in truth, 
anfwcred flxe, for he has not yet fpoke one 
word to me. Verville laughed, and af- 
furcd her, that I was worth her converfa^ 
tion, though I was fomewhat melanchoUy* 
KJ^dame Saldagne faid, that her woman 
was not to be defpifed; arid thereupon 
thofe happy lovers left us again, only 
bidding us be fure that * nobody came to 
furpri«e them. I then prepared myfelf ta 
be plagued with the chat of a waiting 
woman, who I expefted would now 
examine me about my wages, what ac*^ 
quaintance I had among the chamber-* 
maids in the parifh, how many new 
catches I could &ig, and what vails I had 
with my mafter. After this, I imagined fhe 
would acquaint me with aB 'the fecrcts <rf 
Saldagne's family, and tell me both his 
faults, and his fifter's ; for there are few 
fervants that meet, without giving one 
another a full account of all they know of 
their mailers and miftreffes : but I was 
not a little furprized, to find myfelf in 
difcourfe with a waiting woman, who be- 
gan thus; I conjure thee, thou dumbfpirit,, 
to tell Rie, whether thou art a ferving 
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man, or not ; and if thou art one, hy 

what admirable virtue haft thou forborne 

thus long to (lander thy mafter? I was 

s^mazed to hear a chamber-maid talk at 

that extraordinary rate ; and fo afked her, 

by what authority (he took upon her to 

^xercife mc ? I perceive, faid fhe, thou 

art a ftubbom fpirit, and that I muft re« 

peat my conjuration. Tell mc: therefore^ 

rebellious fpirit, by the power given mc 

over all proud and felf-conceited ferving 

men, tell me who thou art ? I am a poor 

young felbw, anfwered i, that would faio^ 

pe now afleep in my bed. I find, replied 

(he» it will be no eafy matter for me to 

know : yet this much I clparly difcover> 

that thou haft little of a courtier in thee^ 

for, continued ihe, ihouldft thou hot 

firft have brokea filence in an humble ad- 

drefs ; then have taken me by the hand» 

entertained me with bagatelles, fuddenly 

ftruggled for a kiis, attempted my breaft^ 

till thou hadft been beaten off with three 

' or four boxes on the ear, as many kicks 

behind, and numberlefs fcratdies on the 

face ; and then have returned home with 

fears of honour, and the marks of an 

amorous adventurer ? There are. fome 

maids in Paris, fsud I, intaerrupting her, 

who& marks I would l)e proud to bear^ 

but 
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but there are others whom I fhould dread 
to look upon for fear of dreaming of the 
devil. What! thou thinkeft me then, 
faid fhc, perhaps one of thofe fcare-crows. 
But, good fir, don't you remember, that, 
in the dark, all cats are* grey ? True, re- 
plied I, but Fll never do that in the dark, 
which I ni.ay repent when the light ap- 
pears. But if I be handfome, faid Ihe,, 
what then ? Then I have fhewn you lefsr 
refpea than you dcferve, replied I : for 
if your beauty be equal to the charms of 
your wit, you deferve to be ferved and 
courted by the niceft rules of gallantry. 
And couldft thou fervc a lady according 
to the niceft rules ? faid (he. Better than- 
any man living, replied I, provided P 
loved her. What matters that, faid flie^ 
fo Ihe loved you ? Nay, both muft join 
ifiue, where I engage in an amour, re- 
plied I. Truly, faidfhe, if I may judge 
of the mafter by his man, iny miftrefs has 
made no indifferent choice in Vervillc;^ 
and that waiting maid^ whon>thou fhouldft 
condefcend to love, would have no little 
caufe to be proud of herielf. It is not 
enough to hear me talk, faid L; you muft 
fee me too. I believe both may be better 
let alone, replied Ihe — We were obliged 
toend our conyerfation here^ for monfieur 
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Saldagne knocked hard at the ftreet-door, 
which they made no great hafte to open, 
as his lifter might have time to flip up 
into her chamber* The poor lady and 
her woman went away in fuch hafte and 
diforder, that they did not fb much aft 
bid us adieu when they fliut us out of the 
garden. Verville, when we got home, 
would have me go to his chambers. I 
never faw a man io much in love, and {o 
well pkafed : he extolled the wit of his 
miftrefs, and told me, he (hould neveir 
be fatisfied till I had feea hen Hq kept 
fne there all night, repeating every thing 
fhe had laid over and over To often, that 
I could not get to bed till break of day: 
For my own part, I was furprized to have 
met with fo much wit in the conveHation 
of a waiting-maid *, and muft confefs, I 
had a fort of itching defire to know 
whether fhe was handfome or not, though 
the memory of my Leonora made me 
very indifferent towards all the {^ood faces 
I faw every day at Paris. Verville and I 
flept till noon ^ and as foon as he waked^ 
he wrote to madame Saldagne, and fent 
the letter by his footman, who was ac- 
quaintied with her woman. This fellow 
was of Lower-Britany, of a very difagree- 
able figure, and a worfe underftanding. 

When 
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When I faw him going, it came into mjr 
head, that if the party, whether wadting- 
woman, or chamber-maid, whom I had 
entertained with chat the night before,. 
feould fee him in that horrid form, . and 
difcourfe with him, fhe could itot cer- 
tainly miftake him far the pcrfcMi that 
waited on Vcrville. This great block- 
head did his meflagc well enough for fuch 
a creature •, having found out madame 
Saldagne with her other fifter, called 
Madame Lery, whom ftie had entrufted 
with Verville*s love to her. As he was. 
waiting for an anfwcr, they heard mon- 
fieur Saldagne humming upon the ftarrs. 
He was coming to his fitter's chamber^ 
who haftily conveyed the footman into 
a cloaths-prefs. However, the brother 
made no long ftay with his fifter, and fi> 
the fellow was reftored to the open air 
again. Madame Saldagne locked herfelf 
up in her clofet a while, to anfwcr Ver- 
ville*s letter, whilft madame Lery dif- 
courfed with the fervant, whofe conver- 
lation, I doubt, had but very little en- 
tertaining. Her fifter having made an 
end of her letter, releafed her from our 
meflenger, by fendifjg him back with a 
billet, wherein, (he promifed to meet 
Verville that night, at the fame time and 
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place as before* As foon as it was nighr^ 
you may imagine, Verville was ready to 
go to the place of aflignat,ion : we were 
admitted into the garden, and it fell to 
my lot to cope with the fame pcrfon I had 
entertained before, and whom I found to 
be very agreeable. She ciqprcfled more 
wit this fccond time, than Ihe had done 
the firft ; and both her Accent and manner 
was fo charming, that I confefs I wiftied 
ihe might be as handfome as (he was inge- 
niotts. In the mean time, flie could not be- 
lieve me to be the Breton ihe had feen be- 
fore ; nor could ihe apprehend^why I ihould 
have fo much more wit by night than 
by day v for having heard the fellow relate 
that moniieur Saldagne's coming into his 
liiler's chamber had put him into a great 
fright, I took it upon myfelf^ and played 
upon her with it, afTuring her, that I was 
not then in fo much fear ror myfelf, as for 
madame Saldagne, This put it out of all 
difpute, riiat I was the fame ill-favoured 
rogue ; and I obierved afterwards, that 
ihe began indeed to difcourfe like a cham- 
ber-maid. She then informed me that 
monfieur Saldagne was a terrible man ; 
that having loft both father and mother in 
his youth, being mafter of a great eftate, 
and having few relations, he exercifed a 

great 
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great deal of tyranny over bis fitters, to 
make them turn nuHS ; ufing them^ not 
only like- an unjuft &ther, but like a 
jealous infupportable huiband. I was 
about to take my turn, and tell a ftory 
of the baron d' Arques and his fons, 
when the-garden door, which we had not 
made faft, was of a fudden thrown open ; 
when in comes monfieur Saldagne, attend- 
ed by two footmen, one of whom carried 
a lighted flambeau in his hand. He came 
from a houfe which ftood in the fame 
row with his and ours, where they gamed 
every day, and where Saint Far ufually 
went to pafs away the time* They had 
both played there that evening, and Sal-i- 
dagne having loft his money betimes, was 
coming home by bi3 garden, contrary to 
his cuftom, and there £arprized us, as I 
told you, finding the door open* We 
were, at that time, all four together in a 
covered walk, which gave us an oppor- 
tunity of fhunning his and his fervants^ 
©bfervation. The young lady remained 
in the garden, upon pretence of taking 
the frefli air; and to give it the better 
colour, began to fing, though fhe had 
tittle inclination to ity as you may eafily 
imagine. In the , mean time, Verville 
having fcaled the wall, by the help ef a 
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vine-arbour, jumped down on the other 
lide ; but a third footman of Salds^ne'3 
who was then coming in, feeing him leap j 
failed not to run and give his mafter notice 
of his feeing a man leap from the garden* 
wall into the ftreet. At the fame inftant 
I fell down with a great noife into the 
garden; the fame arbour, by means of 
which VerviUe had m^e his efcape, un- 
fortunately yielding under me. This noife, 
together with the fellow's tale, alarmed 
all that were in the garden. Saldagne ran 
to the place from whence the noife came, 
followed by his three men ; where fpying 
#1 man with his fword drawn,. (for as foon 
as I could get up I put myfelf into a 
pofture of defence) he attacked me at the 
head of his company ; but I foon made 
him know that I was no eafy conqueit. 
The fellow that carried the flambeau, ad- 
vanced farther than the reft, which gave 
me an opportunity of feeing Saldagne's 
face, which I prcfently knew to be the 
fame Frenchman's that would have mur- 
thered me at Rome, for having hindered 
him from being rude to Leonora, as I 
have before related. He knew me like- 
wife at firfl: fight, and made no doubt but 
that I was come thither to take a juft re- 
venge. He therefore cried out, You 
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fliall not efcape me now, I affure you; 
I had almoft broke one of my legs with 
the fall ; however, I maintained a running 
fight, till I retreated into a fummer- houfe, 
whithef I faw Verville*s miftrefs run m 
}uft before, in the utmoft confternation. 
She ftayed within, though fhe faw me 
enter ; but whether (he wanted time or 
courage to go out, I know not. For my 
part, my refolution encrcafed, when I 
Gonfidered they could attack me only at 
the fummer-houfe door, which was very 
narrow. I wounded Saldagne in one of 
his hands, and the boldeft of his footmea 
m his arm, which procured me a little 
rcfpite i yet I ftill loft all hopes o£ efcro^ 
ing, believing they would at Iisft make 
fliorter work with me, and difpatch me 
with piftols, having found it too difficult 
to be done with fwords. But Vcrville 
came to my relief: he would by no means 
go home without me •, and having heard 
the buftle and clalhing of fwords, he ven- 
tured to bring me off from the danger he 
had brought me into, or at leaft to fhare 
it with me. Saldagne, with whom he had 
already made an acquaintance, thought 
he came to his aid, as a friend and neigh-^ 
hour. He'tqok it as a great obligations 
and accofting him, iaid. You fee fir, how 
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I am fet upon in my own houfe. Ver- 
ville, who underftaod his meaning, im- 
mediately replied, he would be his fervani; 
againfl any other man, but that he came 
to protect me againfl all the world. 
Saldagne, enraged to find himfelf mif- 
taken, fwore defperately, he. did not doubt 
but to make his party good againil two 
fuch villians himfelf; and at the fame 
time, charged Verville moft ftarioufly, but 
wasjiowever repulfed by him with a great 
deaf of gallantry. I now thought it high 
time to get out of the fummer-houfe and 
join my friend. Having feized the lacquey 
that carried the flambeau^ and being loth 
to kill him, I contented myfclf with giv- 
ing him only a back ftroke on the head ^ 
but this frightened him £0 much, that he 
ran off from the garden into the fields^ 
^ crying out all the way. Thieves, thieves. 
The other footmen fled likewifc; and 
Saldagne fell into a hedge at the iame 
inftant that the light left us, either 
grounded by Verville, or by fome other 
accident. We did not, however, think 
fit to help him up, but concerted our 
own efcape with all imaginable hafte. 
Saldagne^s fifter fearing ibme violence 
from her raih brother) ftepped out of the 
fummer-houfe, where I law her, and, 
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melting into tears, begged foftly that we 
would take her along with us. Verville 
was over-joyed to have his miftrefs in his 
power, and under his protcftion. We 
found our garden-door half open ^s we 
left it ; nor as yet would we make it faft, 
left we ftiould have fome other fudden 
occafion to go out. In this garden there 
was a pretty fummer-houfe, painted, and 
neatly adorned, where we ufed to regale 
ourfelves in hot weather, and which ftood 
^at fome diffance from the body of the 
houie. My young mafters and myfclf 
fometimes praftifed fencing there ; and 
this being the moft delightful place about 
our houfe, the baron d* Arques, his fons, 
and myfelf, had each of us a key to it, 
thatwe might go in at pleafure, and keep 
out the fervants, left they fhould damage 
the books, or fpoil the furniture. In this 
place we locked up our charge, whofc 
grief would admit of no comfort. I told 
her we would only leave her for a few 
moments, to confult her fafety and our 
own, and then immediately return. Ver- 
,ville was a quarter of an hour before he 
could wake his country footman, who had 
been drinking. As foon as lie had lighted 
a candle, we confulted on a proper place 
to hide the. lady ^ and at laft refolved to 

lead 
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lead her to my chamber, in the upper 
part of the houfe, as being frequented by 
no body but my felf and a fervant that be- 
longed to me. We then returned back 
to the fummer-houfe with our light ; 
when Verville ftartin^ back at his en- 
trance, fo very much uirprifed me, that I 
had not time to afk what ailed him ; nay, 
fcarce to put out the candle, before 
Verville cried. Who goes there? His 
brother. Saint Far, anfwered, it is I, 
what the devil do you do here in the 
dark at this time of night ? I was talking 
with Garigues, faid Verville, becaufe I 
am not yet fleepy. I am here upon the 
fame account, returned Saint Far -, there- 
fore pray let me have the room a little to 
myfclf. We did not trouble him to afk that 
favour twice ^ butt I dealing out the lady 
as dextroufly as I couW, by thrufting 
myfelf betwixt her and Saint Far, who 
was entering at the fame time, carried 
her off to my chamber, bewailing her 
late in a moft lamentable manner. I then 
went down to Vcrville*s room, where his 
man was finking a light ; and was there 
t<Ad by mv young mafter, with grief in 
his face, tnat he muft of neceffity return 
again to Saldagne's. What to do? faid 
1 1 would you kill him out right ? Alas ( 
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n)y poor Garigues, faid he, I ihall be the 
moft unhappy man in the world, if I do 
not get madame Saldagne from out of 
her broUier's hands. What ! can Ihe be 
there ftill, and in my chamber too, re- 
plied I ? Would to God that were true, 
laid he, fighing. I fancy you dream, re* 
turned I. No, no, I do not dream, we 
have brought away her eldeft filler inftead 
of hef. Why, replied I, were you not 
both in the garden together i Nothing 
more certain, laid he. Why then will 
you return to her brother's to endanger 
yourfclf again, fince that filler you are 
in pain about is now fafe in my cham- 
ber? Ah! Garigues, cried he again, I 
knew well enough what I law : and fo do 
I likewife, quoth I *, and to prov^ your 
miltake, do but come up and lee madams 
Saldagne. -He told me I was a madman^ 
and followed me with the greateft con- 
cern in the world. But my ailonilhment 
equalled his grief, when I found in my 
chamber a gentlewoman I never law 
before, and not the fame with her I 
brought from the other houfe. Veiyillc 
was as much amazed as myfelf, but. more 
fatisficd by far J for, contrary to expeda- 
tion, he now found himfelf with hi$ 
miftrefs^ and coofefled his miftake : but 
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I could make him no anfwer, neither was 
• I able to comprehend by what enchant- 
ment, a lady whom I had been with all 
the while, fhould, on a fudden, be trans- 
formed to another, in the tiipe we went 
from the fummer-houfe to my chamber. 
1 looked earneftly upon her, and thereby 
affured myfelf that (he was not the fame 
perfon whom we brought from Saldagne*s. 
Vcrville perceiving my furprize. What's 
the matter, fays he f I tell you once mpre, 
that I myfelf was, miftaken. Nay, faid I, 
it is I that am in an error, if madamc 
Saldagne came hither along with us. 
With whom could (he come elfe, replied 
he ? I know not, nor nobody elfe, faid I, 
unlefs it be the lady herfelf. Nor can I 
tell with whom I came myfelf, faid ma- 
dame .Saldagne, unlefs it were with that 
gentleman, pointing to me •, for, continued 
flie, it was not monfieur VerviUe that 
brought me away from my brother's, but 
a man that came into the garden imme- 
diately after you went out, and fummoned 
thither, I fuppofe, either by my brother's 
groans, or the footman's outcries. He 
caufed my brother to be carried^ into his 
chamber ; which my waiting-woman hav- 
ing informed me of, and withal- aflTured 
me that he was my brother's acquaintance. 
Vol. I. I and 
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and a neighbour; I went and ilaycd fbr 
him in the garden^ where I conjured him 
to take me away with him till the next 
dky, when I defigned to retire to a lady's 
of my acquaintance, where I would ftay 
till my brother's fury was over ; which, I 
told him, I had all the reafon in the world 
to dread. This perfon was fo civil as to 
offer to conduft me whither I pleafed, 
and promifed to protect me, even againft 
my brother, at the hazard of his life. It 
was under his conduiSt I came to this 
houfe ; where Verville, whofe voice I 
knew, fpoke to the fame man ; and, im- 
mediately after, I was brought up to this 
chamber, where you now fee me. 

This account from madame Saldagnc, 
though it did riot^clear all my doubts^ 
yet it aflifted my comprehenfion in dif- 
covering the caufe of this fortunate event. 
As for Verville, he was fo intent upon 
viewing his miftrefs, that he fcarcc mind- 
ed what fhe faid. He began to tell her a 
thoufand foft things, without troubling 
himfelf to know which way fhe came into 
my chamber ; and I, leaving them to* 
gether, took a candle, and went back to 
the fummer-houfe, refolved on fpeaking 
to Saint Far, however blunt and captioils, 
as'ufual, be might receive me« 

But 
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But I was not a little furprizcd to find, 
inftead of him, the fame gcnticwoman, 
whom I was certain I had brought myfelf 
/rom Saldagne's : and what yet encreafed 
my wonder was, to fee her in great diC- 
order, and like one who had fufFered fome 
liorrid infult. Her cap was torn to tat- 
ters, and her handkerchief bloody, as was 
likcwife her face : Verville, faid fhe to 
me, as foon as I appeared, approach mc 
not, urtlefs it be to take away my life, 
wherein you will find lefs difficulty, than 
in ofFering a fecond violence to my honour^ 
for as Heaven has given me ftrength to * 
refift your firfl: attempt, fo I doubt not , 
of an ability to revenge the fecond : ik 
this, added fhe weeping, that paflionatc 
love you profefifed to* my filler? Oh! 
how dear I pay for my compliance with 
her follies ? But, when we aft contrary to 
our duty, it is but juft we fliould under- 
go what moft we itand in fear oL But 
what do you meditate upon now? purfued 
Hie, perceiving rhy aftonifhment -, do 
you feel a remorfe of confcience for your 
bafe aftion ? If fo, I can forget it with all 
my heart: you'^re young-, and I muft 
own it was a great piece of folly in me, 
to truft myfelf to the difcretion of one of 
your years: conduft me therefore to my 

1 2 brother** 
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again, I conjure you ; for, paffionate and 
fevere as he is, I dread him lefs than I do 
yoU, who are a brutifli monfter, and fuch 
an infatiable enemy to our family, that, 
not fatisfied with feducing a young lady, 
and murdering a gentleman, you would 
ilill commit a more wicked a&ion tq 
gratify your hatred. 

Having made an end of her fpeech, 
which Ihe uttered with great vehemence, 
(he Wept fo. bitterly, that I never in my 
life beheld a perfon more affii^ed. The 
judgment I had retained, amidft all this 
confufion, was now loft •, and if Ihe had 
not ceafed to fpeak of he^ own accord, I 
never fliould have interrupted her, .fo 
anuch was I aftonifhed at the authority of 
her expoftulations. But perceiving Ihe 
had done ipeaking, madam, replied I, 
neither am I Verville, nor is he, I can 
afTure you, capable of fuch a bafc action 
as you jcomplain of. What ! faid fhe, are 
you not Verville ? Did not I fee you en- 
gaged with my brother ? Did not a gen- 
tleman come to your affiftance ? And did 
not you bring me hither on my entreaty^ 
where you have offered a r^idenefs, im- 
pious both to my honour and my youth ? 
She could fay no more, fo much her grief 
oppreffcd her heart. For my part, I 

never 


R O M A N C £• tfi 

never was fo perplexed, and could not 
apprehend how jfhe fhould both know 
Verville, and not know him at the fame 
time. I told her, I was an abfolute 
ftranger to the rudenefs fhc complained 
of ; and that fince monfieur Saldagne was 
her brother, I would conduft her, if fhe 
pleafed, to the fame place where her filter 
was. Thefe words were fcarce out of my 
mouth, when Verville and madame Sal- 
dagne entered into the room where wc 
were, Ihe being abfolutely refolved on 
going back to her brother's^; but what 
put this dangerous refolution into her 
head I know not. The two fitters em- 
braced each other as foon as they met, and 
renewed their flowing tears, as if they 
•were contending who fliould weep moilv 
Verville earne^y entreated them to re- 
turn to my chamber, laying before them 
the difficulty of getting into their houfe 
after the great alarm the whole family 
had been in; adding withall, the danger 
of expofing themfelves to their brother's 
fury, the fafety of the place tliey were in, 
and how near it was to break of day ^^^ 
which being once come, tliey might en- 
quire how all things went at Saldagne's, 
and then could refolve what was moft 
convenient to be done. Verville eafily 

I 3 perfuaded 
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perfuaded them to condefcend to this^ pro^ 
poikion; and they finding thiDmfelves 
fecure in each other's company, we all 
went up to my chamber ; where having 
eocamined the Grange accidents which per- 
}^lexed us, we were as apt to believe, aft 
ijf our eyes had been witnefies, that Saint 
far had certainly made an attempt uppti. 
madamc Lery's honour -, Vcrville and 
myfeif knowing him capable of the like 
and worfe adiions. 

We were not deceived in our- conjee-* 
tures. Saint Far had been gaming in* 
the very houfc where Saldagne had loft 
his money, when pafGng by his gardea at 
Jittle after the fcuffle, he met SaJdagneV 
footnian, who related to him, what bad 
befallen his mafter, who, they faid, had 
been fet upon by feven j>r eight rogues, 
thereby to excufe their own cowardice for 
leaving him in the lurch. Saint Far 
thought hin^felf obliged to offer him hi& 
fervice-as a neighbour, and did not leave, 
him till he had feen him carried tx> his 
bed-chamber ; after which, madame Sal- 
dagne intreated him to proted): hei^ s^inft^ 
lier brother's fury, and came along wiik 
him as her fifter had dono with us. Bfc. 
intended to fecure her at the fame fum^^r 
ajer-houfc where we wcre^ as I faid before ^ 

and 
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\ »iid' he being as much afraid left we 

j ftiould fee his lady^ as we were careful he 

ftxould nor fee ours, the twa fitters by this 
I accident meeting,- juft as he was coming 

( in^ and we going out, I happened to catch 

his lady by the hanrd; whilft he laid hold- 
\ by a like miftake upon mine; and thus 

the ladies were exchanged. This was the 
more eafiiy done, becaufe I had put out 
my candle; and the ladies were fo terribly 
i frightened as well as we, that they knew^ 

I not in the hurry what they did. As foon 

' as we had left the fummer-houfc. Saint 

^ Far finding himfelf alone with a very 

^ handfbme lady, and, having more inftinffe- 

than reafon •, or, to defcribc him in his na- 
tural colours, being more of the brute 
I than the man ; he took advantage of the 

\ opportunity, without minding the confe- 

' quence, a'nd was regardlefs of what; an 

irreparable affront he offered to a lady 
j that had thrown herfelf into his arms for 

proteftion. But his brutality was reward- 
ed as it dcferved. Madame Lery defend- 
ed herfelf like a lionefs 5 fhe bit him, 
fcratched him, and fmeered him all over 
with blood : after which, he went up to 
his bed, and flept as foundly as if he 
bad done the beft a<5Uon in the world. 

1 4 You 
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You may wonder^ perhaps, how ma- 
dame Lery happened to be in the garden 
at the time we were furprized by her 
brother, fince there was nobody there 
but her fifter and. her waiting- woman. 
This at firft puzzled me as well as you ; 
but at laft I learned from them both, that 
madame Saldagne, not daring to truft her 
waiting-woman with the fecret of . her 
amours, had perfuaded her fifter to at- 
tend her in the garden v and this was the 
perfon I entertained under the title of 
Maudlin. Here iny wonder was at an 
end, how a chamber-maid could be 
miftrefs of fo much wit as I found in her 
converfation ; and madame 1-ery told me, 
ftie was no Icfs puzzled to find me fo witty 
in the garden by night, and fucH a block- 
head by day, when Ihe miftook me for 
the dull Breton. Ever after that we 
c ntei tained fentiments for each other 
fomcthing above a bare efteem; and I 
d^re fay Ihe was not lefs fatisfied than I, 
to find our conditions more equal, than 
if either of us had been a mercenary fcr- 
vant. 

The day appeared while we were yet 
talking; fo we left our ladies in my 
chamber, where they might deep if they^ 
pleafcd, whilft Vcrville -and I went to 

coniiJlt' 
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confult what was next to be done. For 
my part, having no fuch love-fancies, to 
difturb my breaft as Verville had, I was- 
almoft dead for want of fleep ; but that 
was no reafon for abandoning my friend 
while fuch a load of bulinefs oppreffed 
him. I had a footman^ as fubtile and 
witty as VerviUe*s valet de chambre was 
dull and blockifh j I gave him what in- 
llruftions I could, and fent him to make 
difcovery how affairs ftood at Saldagne's- 
He performed his meflagp very difcreetly, 
and informed us that Saldagne's fervants 
reported, the thieves had defperately 
wounded their mailer. As for his fiflers, 
there was no more mention made of them, 
than if they never had exifted •, but I 
knew not whether this lilence proceeded 
from a want of regard for them, or be- 
caufe he gave pofitive orders to his fer- 
vants not to fpeak of them, as a pre- 
caution to ftifle any fcandalous rumour. 
I fee here muft be fomething of a duel 
after all, faid Verville ; nay, perhaps 
fomething of a. murder, replied I : where- 
upon I acquainted him that Saldagne was 
the fame bully who bad endeavoured to 
^nurder me at Rome, and how we came to 
know one. another in the garden ; adding; 
withall, that, if he did but iijiagine, as 

I 5 there ' 
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thtft was aH Kkelihood in the world, that 
I lay there in wait to take my revenge of 
Rift! ; then cerfafinly he could not at aft 
fofpeft the intelligente between hh fiffersr 
^nd us. I v,^nt to give an account to^ 
tiiofc feir ladies of our difcoveries -, and ill 
■tlie mean time, Verville vifited Saint Far, 
tto found his fentiments, and diftover the 
m*TtR €)f our fufpicions. He foon per- 
<!eived his face full of fcratches; buC 
whatever quefliion Verville put to him, 
he could get no other anfwer, than, zs 
fit came from the gaming-houfe; he 
found Saldagne's garden-door open, his 
houfe in an uproar, and himfelf very 
much wounded in the hands of his fcr- 
Vants, il^ho were carrying him to his? 
<!hambcr. A very ftrangc accident, fartef 
Vervilfci no doubt but his fifters will 
take it much to heart. They are very 
handlbme ladies, and 1 muft go and vifit 
them. What's that to me ^ faid the brute ; 
who then began to whiftfe, without mind- 
hig or giving any anfwer to whatever hi* 
brother afterwards defired to kiiow. 

Verville left him^ and returned t6 my 
chamber, where I was employing aUmy 
doqucncc, to comfort our foir diftreiCFcd 
ladicfc They ^ere difconfokte, even ta 
defparaUonj and apprehended the roughs 
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eft treatment from their brother's jealopufy 
and favage temper, as Dcing a man whol- 
ly enflaved by his paflions. My lacquey 
brotight them fome meat from the next 
cook, which he continued to do for fifteen 
days together -, for fo long were they con- 
cealed in my chamber; which was above 
the reft, and fo much out of the common 
road and pafTage, that nobody difturbed 
them in the Icaft. They could willingly 
have put themfelves into fome nunnery 
for Ihelter; but becaufe of this adven- 
ture, had juft reafon to apprehend their 
brother would confine them longer than 
they fliould chufe to Be kept there. It\ 
the mean time, SaWagne's wounds were 
in the fair way of curing, and Saint Far 
went every day to vifit him. Verville did 
hot ftif Out of my. room ; but that was not 
taken much notice of in the family, for 
he frequently paffcd many whole days in 
it, cither reading to or in difcourfe with 
ttit. His love for madanie Saldagne en- 
creafed every day, neither did ihe love 
him fcfs. Her elder fifter liked me pretty 
well, nof was fhc* indifferent to me in 
her behaviour. Not that my paflion for 
Leonora was ft whit abated, but I bad 90 
tt^anner of iiopes from htu 
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Some time after, Verville received a 
note from Saldagne, wherein he challenged 
him to meet him with a fecond in the 
plain of Crenelle, to decide there their 
quarrel with the fword ; and by the fame 
. note, he defired Verville to bring no 
other perfon but myfelf with him 5 whifch 
made me fufpeft, he intended to take us 
both in the fame trap. My fufpicion was 
not altogether groundlefs, having already 
experienced his treachery ; however, Ver- 
ville would not mind it, refolving to give 
him any juft fatisfa<5tion, and to offer a 
marriage with his fifter. . He fent for . a 
hackney-coach, though there were three 
coaches belonging to the family. We 
went to the place appointed, where Sal- 
dagne waited for us, and where Verville 
was much aftonilhed to find his own 
brother his enemy's fecond. We omitted 
neither fubmiflions nor intreaties, to bring 
things to a fair accomodation, but nothing 
lefs than fighting would ferve the turn of 
thofe two unjuft and irrational men. I 
was about to proteft to Saint Far, how 
much it was againft my will to draw my 
fword againft him ; but he told me blunt- 
ly, he never liked me in his life, nor 
could any thing endear me to him, till he 
had ppened a paflage or two in my body, 

with 
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with his fword's point, for his good will 
to enter at. With thefe words he came 
fiercely towards me -, I only put by his 
thrufts for fome time, refolving, if poffi- 
ble, to grapple with him, and lb difarm 
him, though with apparent danger of be- 
ing wounded myfel£ Fortune befriended 
my good intention, for he foon after flipt 
down at my feet : I gave him time to 
rife ; but tltat which Ihould have made 
him my friend, did but incrcafe his en- 
mity. In fine, having given me a flight 
wound in the flioulder, he vapoured like 
a bully, and cried, I think you feel me 
now. My patience being worn out, I 
preffed upon him, and having put him 
into diforder, got fo happily within his 
fword, that I feized on the hilt. The 
man you hate fo very much, faid I, will 
now, however, give you your life. — He 
ftruggled a while to no purpofe, and 
would not reply a word, like at obftinate 
rafli brute as he was, though I reprefented 
to him, it was our duty to go and part his 
brother and Saldagne, who were grapling 
and rolling over one another upon the 
ground. But I perceived I mufl: be more 
rough with him; therefore wrenching Jiis 
hand, I forced away his fword, which I 
tjirew at a great diftance from him. I now 

ran 
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ran rtti mediately to afllft Vcrvillc, nrfidr 
had clofed with his antagonift ; but wai 
no fooncr come up to them, than I faw, 
afar off, fcveral horfemen galloping to- 
tvards us j Saldagne was foon after diA 
armed, and, at the fame inilant, I found 
myfelf run through the back by Saint 
Far. I could now no l-nger mailer my 
refentment, and therefore returned him a. 
thruft, that made no little wound. The 
baron d* Arques, his father, who cam6 
Jn at that moment, arid faw me wound 
his fon, now hated me as much as l\c had 
loved me before. He fpurred his horfd 
tip towards mc, arid gave me a violent 
blow on the head. Thrafe that came withr 
him, followed his example,, and jointly 
fet upon mt^ 1 defended myfelf xttofl: 
happily againft fo many enemies, but 
muft needs ^t laft have fallen a facriftcc 
to them, if Vef ville, the moft generous 
friend on earth, had riot thfuft himfelf 
betwixt them and me, at the hazard of 
his own life. He gave his footman i. 
good cut over the pate, becaufe he found 
him more forward than the teft. I yield- 
td up my fword to the barori, but that 
could not appeafe him-, he called rhe 
rafcal, ungrateful villain, and gave me all 
the injurious names his angejr could fug- 

geft. 
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^ft, and even threatened to have me 
hanged. I boldly repHcd, that, as much 
raftal and angratefu) villain as I was, I 
had given his eldeft fon his life ; nor had 
I offered to hurt him, till he had treache- 
roully wounded me behind, Verville 
maintained to his father, I was in the 
right; bur he faid, he would never fee 
my face a^ain. Saldagne went with the 
baron d'Arques into the coach, where 
they had already put Saint Far -, and Ver- 
ville, who would by no means leave me, 
took me into another with himfclf. He 
fet me down at one of our princte's houfcs?^ 
where he had many friends, and returned 
to his father's foon after. Monfieur d* 
Saint Sauveur fent a coach for me that 
very night, and carried me privately ta 
his own houfe ; where he took as great 
care of me, as if I had been his only fon, 
Verville came to fee me the next day^ 
and told me, his father had been inform- 
ed of the challenge by Saldagne*is fifterS, 
whom he happened to find in tay cham- 
ber, tic afterwards affured me, with a 
great deal of joy, that the buCncfs was{ 
made up, by an agreement for a double 
marriage to be confummated, as foon as his 
brother's wourids were healed, which were 
not in any dangerous part. That it lay 

a ia 


,84. THE COMIC 

in my power to be made friends with 
Saldagne ; and that his father's anger was 
appealed, who was very forry he had 
mifufed me. He added, he wiftied I- 
might foon recover, to be a fharer in their 
jjoy 5 but I ri^plied, I could not find in 
my heart to ftay in a' country, where I 
muft be continually reproached with the 
meannefs of my birth, as his father had 
done to nie juft brfore ; but would foon- 
leave the kingdom, either to lofe my life 
in the wars, or raife myfelf by my fwoKl,. 
to a condition proportionable to the fenti- 
ments of honour his noble example had 
infpircd me with. I am apt to believe, 
he was concerned at my refolution ; but 
a man in love can attend long to nothing ' 
but his own paffions^' 

Deftiny was thus purfuing his ftory,. 
when the report of a gun was heard in 
the ftreet, and prefently after, a man 
playing upon an hand organ. This kind 
of mufic having never, perhaps, been 
ufed at the gate of an inn before, called 
all the people to their windows, that had 
been waked with the gun. In the mean 
time the organ played on,, and thofe who 
were no ftrangers to fuch fort of inftru-, 
nients, took notice they played a church- 
tune. Nobody could apprehend the de- 

fign 
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fign of fo devout a ferenade, which, how- 
ever, was not yet acknowledged for luch. 
But the doubt was foon cleared, by two 
indifferent voices •, whereof one fqueaked 
out in a treble, and the other roared in a 
rumbling bafs. Thefe two catter-wallers 
were accompanied by the organ, and all 
together made fuch a horrid harmony, as 
fet all the dogs a howling round about 
tliem. They fung a fong that begins 
thus 

Our warbling notes y and ivory lutes. 
Shall ravijh every foul. 

After thefe harfli notes, they over-heard 
a perfon fcolding at the fingers for finging 
fo lamentably always in one tune. The 
poor choriftcrs replied, they knew not 
what the devil he would have them fing. 
Sing what you will elfe, faid he, fpeaklng a 
little louder, for I will have finging for my 
money. Upon this peremptory I'entence, 
the organ changed its tone, and another 
anthem was fung, as devoutly as before. 
None of the hearers had yet dared to 
ipcak, for fear of interrupting the mufic ; 
when Rancour, who could not for his 
life be filent on this occafion, bauled out 
aloud : What ! are they ^ifed here to per- 
form divine fervice in tiie ftreet ? One of 

the 
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company faid, they wrte finging the 
Tenebrae in good carneft : k is a nodturnal 
proceffion, adds a third*: in fine, cveiy 
merry fellow in the inn had his jeft upoa 
the niufic •, neither could any goefi, who. 
was the fcrenading fool, nor Whom he 
defigned to compliment. la the mean 
time, the anthem was carrying on towards^ 
a conclufion, when ten or a dozen dogs, 
which had followed a proud bitch, ran m 
betwixt the mufician's legs ; and becaufe 
many rivals cannot be long together with- 
out quarreling, after fome fnarling and 
grinning, they fell together by the ears 
on a hidden^ with fo much fury and 
animofity, that the poor muiiciaQS, to fa^e 
their fhins, betook thcmfclvcs to their 
hcek, leaving the organ to the dog^fc 
mercy. Thefe immoderate lovers were 
io uncivil, in the heat of the fcuffle, as to 
throw down that harmonious machine. 
And the confort being thus out of tunc, 
the hoft ordered the inn door to be open- 
ed, intending to fecure the organ from, 
farther mifchief Whilft he and his fer- 
vants were bufy in this charitable office^ 
the organift returned, accompanfcd by 
three perfons, amongfl: whom were a 
woman, and a man muffkd up in a.cloak: 
this man waa thr very Ragotin ia pcrfen, 

who 
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xvho, defigoing to ferenade Stella^, had ad« 
dreiTed himfelf for that purpofe to a little 
runuch, the orgaoift of a neighbouring 
church. It was this monfter, neither man 
nor woman, that fung the treble part, 
and pkyed on the organ, which his maid 
had brought; aia avergtown chorifter fing- 
ing the bafs -, and both for the fum of two 
tcfters — ^i'uch was the fcargity of provifion* 
at that dme in the plentiful country of 
Mayne.. As foon as the inn-keeper found 
QQt.the author ©f the ferenade, he cried 
out aloud, on purpofe to be heard by all 
that were at the window, Is it then yotiy 
fllonfieur Ragotin, that have come with 
your vefpers* to my door ? you had beft 
go to bed, and not difturb my guefts at 
this time of night. Ragotin replied, that 
he was miftaken in his man, and yet 
Ipoke it fp, as if he intended to difcover 
what he feemed ta deny. In the mean 
time, the organift finding his inftrument 
much battered, and being a very choleric 
creature, as all beardlefs animals are wont 
to be, fwore to Ragotin, he would make 
him pay for it; Ragotin replied, he did 
not care a ftraw for what he could do t 
ay, but rU make you care, faid the 
eunuch^ I will be paid my damages. 
Mine hoft and hk fervaats gave their 
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vptes for the organift ; but Ragotin tnade* 
them underfland, like a parcel of ignorant 
fools as they were, that this was never 
the cuftom in ferenades, and fa went 
away, not a little proud of his gallantry. 
The muficians laid the organ on the back 
of the eunuch's mjud, who carried it 
home to her mailer's houfe. He, in a 
very melancholy mood,, followed her,. 
The inn-doors were locked up again,. 
Deftiny wifiied the ladies eood night, 
and referred the remainder or his ftory «>= 
the next opportunity. 
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Ti^e opening of the fiage\ with other maU 
ters of no left confequenct. 

NEXT day the players affcmblcd 
early in the morning in one of 
thofe chambers they had at the inn, in 
order to rehearfe the play they were ta 
aft that afternoon. Rancour, whom Ra- 
gotin had made confident of his ferenade, 
which he feemingly made a difficulty to 
believe, told his comrades, that the little 
fellow would not fail to be there fudden- 
ly, to receive their applaufe for his refined. 
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-piece of gallantry. He alfo malicioufly 
entreated them, that, whenever he hinted 
at it, they would take no notice of it, 
but put him off with fome other difcourfci 
Jlagotin came into the room at the fame 
inftant, and having faluted the players in 
general, began to mention his ferenade to 
Stella, who at that time proved a meer 
wandering planet to him ; for fhe ftill 
changed place, and never anfwered his 
<luefl:ions about what time Ihe went to 
bed, and how fhe had paft the laft night ? 
This made him leave her, and addrefs 
himfelf to Angelica ; who, inftead of. en- 
tertaining him, ftudied the part fhe had in 
a play. He next went to Cave, who 
would not fo much as look upon him. 
£very one of the players in tljeir turns, 
cxadtly obferving Rancour's direftions, 
-made no anfwer to Ragotin's queflions, 
ihifting the difcourfe as often as he began 
to mention what paflTed the lafl night. At 
length, preflTed by his vanity, and im- 
patient to fuffer his reputation's lingering 
any longer, he thus fpoke aloud to them 
all ; WUl you give me leave to tell you 
a great truth ? cried he, You may do as 
yow pleafe, replied fome one of them: 
why then, added he, it was I that gave 
jou the laft night's ferenade. What ! do 

they 
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they give ferenades with organs in duJ 
country? faid Deftiny. But whom did you 
intend it for ? Was it not, 'continued lie, 
for the fair lady that fet fo many honeft 
dogs together by the ears ? No doabt 
of it, faid Olive, /or thofe fnarling curs 
would never have difturbed fuch har- 
inonious mufic, had they not been mon- 
iieur Ragotin's rivals, and jealous of hiiinu 
Another of the company would needs 
hav^ his jcft, and therefore faid, without 
A>ubt he is in his lady's favour, and 
meant nothing but honourable love, fince 
he could court her in the open ftreet. In 
Ihort, every one in the room had a fling 
at Ragotin, about his ferenade, except 
Rancour, who fpared him, as having the 
honour of being his confident -, and it is 
probable, this currilh raillery had ftill em- 
ployed the whole company, if the poet 
(who, in his nature, was as vain and ridi- 
culous a coxcomb as Ragotion could be, 
and who in every thing endeavoured to 
gratify his pride) had not taken them 
off, by faying to them, in the tone of a 
man of quality, or rather of a falfe pre- 
tender;, to it •, now you talk of ferenades, 
I rettiember, that when I was married, I 
had one beftowed upon me, which lafted 
a fortnight together, and confilled of a 
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iMihdred fevcral farts, of inftrumcnts : it 
made a noifc all over, the Marais. The 
genteelcftladierin the Palace Royal took 
It to thpmfelvcs; fevcral beaux affiHned 
the honour of it ; nay, a man of quality 
took fuch a fit of jealoufy upon it, that he 
ordered his man to fall foul upon thofe 
who beftowed it. But they met vriith their 
match, for thefe were all my own country 
men, and as brave fellows as ever ftood 
upon legs •, and befides moft of them had 
been officers in a regiment I raifed in the 
late infurrcftioft ot the populace in our 
parts. Rancour, who checked his banter- 
ing^humour in &vour of Ragotin, could 
not be fo civil to the poet, whom he con- 
tinually plagued. Wherefore^ taking up 
the cudgels againfl: this darling of the 
muiesv he laid to him. Your ferenade, as 
you defcribe it, favoured more of Bedlam^ 
or a procclfioH of rams-homs, than of 
gallantry ; and therefore, probably prov- 
ing troublefome to the peribn of quality, 
he fent^out his footmen cither to filcnce, 
or drive away the horrid noife. And what 
confirms me in my opinion, proceeds^ 
Rancour, is, the cafe <Jt your bride, who 
<iied for age, within fix months after your 
hymeneal folemnity^ as you term it, was 
i»ver ; nay, but iihe died of a fit of hiftericks, 
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faid the poet. I fay, rather of a fit of the 
grandmother, or great grandmother, re- 
plied Rancour : for, added he, in the very 
beginning of Henry the Fourth's reign, 
ihe was paft having any fits of the mother, 
to my knowledge ; and, to let you fee that 
I am better acquainted with her than ever 
you yourfelf were, though you tell us 
daily fuch wonders of her, I will now re- 
late to you a paflage of her life, which I 
am pofitive never yet came to your know- 
ledge. In the court of queen Margaret 
— This beginning of a hiftory drew all the 
company in a ring about Rancour, whom 
they knew to be furnifhed with malicious 
memoirs enough againfl all human kind. 
But the poet, who dreaded him exceed- 
ingly, interrupting him, cried out, I'll 
lay a hundred piftoles to the contrary: 
which abrupt defiance made the company 
{o merry, that they laughed him out of 
the room. This was his ufual way, by 
offering fuch wagers of confiderable fums, 
to maintain his daily hyperboles, which 
amounted to the weekly quantum of a 
(houfand or twelve hundred, befides an 
innumerable quantity of lies into the bar- 
gain. Now Rancour was the comptroller- 
general both of his words and aftions, and 
the afcendant he had over him was fo 

great 
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IgreM, that I dare compare it to the 
j^enius of Auguftus over Anthony . ; that 
IS to lay, like to like, without putting a 
brace of ilrollers in the fcale againil two 
famous Romans. Rancour having thus 
begun his ftory, and being interrupted by 
the poet, as I faid before, every one 
carneftly intreated him to purfue it : but 
he excufcd himfclf, by promifing to give 
them, another time, a faithful account qf 
the poet's whole life, wherewith his wife'^s 
Ihould be likewife interwoven. It was 
4K>w' high time to rehearfe the play thac 
was to be aftcd the fame day in a neigh- 
bouring tennis-court. Nothing worth ob- 
fervation occurred at the rehearfal. After 
dinner they aftcd their play, and came off 
with great applaufe: Stella charmed the 
whole audience with her beauty ; Angelica 
did not want admirers, and both of them 
a£^ their parts to the general i^tisfafjtioii. 
Deiliny and his comrades did wonderfully 
well; infomuch, that many of the au- 
dience who had often {cen plays a6led at 
Paris, confefled, that the king's players 
could hardly have outdone tnem. Ra- 

gotin, in his heart and mind, ratified the 
onative he had made of his body and 
foul tQ Stella, in the prefence of Rancour, 
who pjromifed him every day to perfuade 
his miilreis to accept it. Without this 
Vol, h K ' promife. 
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promife, defpair had foon made this little 
lawyer the noble fubjcft of fbme tragical 
ftory. I cannot tell whether the men 
pleafed as well as the ladies of Mans in 
their afting, as the women did the men. 
Nay, if I did know the truth of it, I 
think I fhould hardly difcover it ; but 
becaufe the wifeft man is not able at all 
times to keep his tongue at reft, I con- 
clude this prefent chapter, to avoid fur- 
ther temptation. 


CHAP. XVII. 

^'be ill fuccefs of Ragotin^s civility. 

AS foon as Deftiny had ftripped him- 
felf of his old embroidery, and put 
on his ordinary apparel, la Rappinierc 
carried him to the common goal, becaufe 
the man they had taken the day the curate 
of Domfront was fct upon, defircd to 
fpeak with him. In the mean time the 
aftrefles went home to their inn with a 
numerous attendance of citizens. Rago- 
tin happening to be near Mrs. Cave, as 
fhe came out of the tennis-court where 
they had afted, offered her his hand, to 
lead her home, though he would rather 
have paid that civil office to his dear 
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Stella •, he did the like to Angelica ; lb 
that he was 'fquire upon the right and 
left. This double civility occafioned a 
treble inconveniency : for Cave, who had 
the upper hand, as in kll reafon fhe ought, 
was crouded to the wall by Ragotin, thac 
Angelica nnight not be forced to walk in 
the kennel. Befides, our little figure 
reaching no higher than their waifts, pull- 
ed down their hands fo much, that they 
could Icarce keep themfelves from tum- 
bling over him. But that which moft 
troubled them was, his often looking be- 
hind to ogle Stella, who was talking to 
a brace of country-beaux that would by 
all means lead her to her lodgings againlt 
her will. The poor aftrefles endeavour- 
ed, many times, to ^t lofe from their 
gentleman-ufher«, but he griped fo faft, 
that they thought"^ themfelves in. fetters. 
They defired him a hundred times to 
fpare himfelf thac trouble 5 but he only 
anfwered, cxcufe me, (his ordinary com- 
pliment) an^ griped their hands ftill hard- 
er and. harder. They were therefore 
"obliged to be patient, till they came to 
. their chamber-ftairs, where they hoped to 
be fet at liberty ; but Ragotin was better 
bred: and repeating only, cxcufe me, 
cxcufe me, to all they could fay, he en- 
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deavoured, at firft, to go up with thetn 
abreft, which he found impoQible : thca 
Mrs. Cave turned her back to the wall^ 
and crept up flde-ways, dragging Ragotia 
after her, who dragged Angelica in like 
manner, (he dragging nothing, but laugh- 
ing like a fool. Now, as an additional 
inconvehiency^ when they were withia 
four or five fteps of the chamber-door^ 
down comes a fervant belonging to the 
inn,, with a huge fack of oats on his back, 
of an exceiTive weight, who, with muck 
ado,' fo heavy was his load, bid them gp 
down, for that he could not get up again 
with his burthen. ^ Ragotin would needs 
argue the cafe with him ; but the fellow 
fwearing bluntly^ he would let fall his 
fack upon thenr, hurried them down 
again mucH fafter than they bad come up. 
Ragotin would not, however^ let go his 
hold. The man with the oats prefled 
haftily upon then^, which caufed Ragotin 
to mifs a ftep, fo that he hung in the air, 
Holding dill the players by the hand, till 
he pulled down Cave upon him, who fup- 
ported him more than her daughter, by 
reafon of the advantage of the place. 
Thus (he tumbled down upon him, light- 
ing with her feet on tbepigmy's belly and 
breaft, and knocked her head fo fiercely 
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againft her daughter^is, that they lay all 
three tumbling on the floor. The fellow 
thinking they could not eafily get up 
time <mough» and being no longer able 
to iuppon his load, lets his fack down 
tipon the Hairs, fwearing and curfing like , 
an oftler. Tht fack burft open^mh the 
fall, and then came in the hoft, who 
fcolded like a mad man at the oftler. 
But as he was mad at the fellow, fo the 
fellow wfti mad at the players, and tbey 
us mad at Ragotin, who was as mad as 
the madeft of them all, becaufe madame 
Stella, coming not far behind, was witnefs 
to this di%racc, not much inferior to the' 
late adventure of the deep crowned hat, 
wherein his head had been moil unmcrci- 
fuUy pent up, not to be recovered till a 
p2ar e^fciflars had broke the inchaniment* 
Mrs« Cave fwore a great oath, that 
Ragotin (hould never lead her again, arfd 
ihewed Stella how black and blue he had 
fqueezed her hands. Stella told her, it 
was a juft judgment upon her, for rob- 
bing her of monfieur Ragotin, who had 
engaged himfelf to bring her back to her 
lodgings after the play ; adding, Ihe was 
glad of the mifchance that had befallen 
him, for breaking his word. However, 
he heard nothing of this, being all the 

K a while 
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while in difputc with the hoft, \vho 
threatened to make him pay- the wafte of 
his oats, and had already offered to beat 
his fervant on the lame account, who for 
that reafon i3eat Ragotin, and called hitn. 
petty-fogger. Angelica began to banter 
him in her turn, and reproached him with, 
his infidelity to Stella: in fine, fortune- 
plainly (hewed how little (he was yet con- 
cerned in the promifes made to Ragotin^ 
of making him gain her affedion to that 
degree, as would render him more happy.- 
than any lover in the whole country of 
Mayne *, nay, the countries^ of la Parche 
and Loval added to the number/ The 
oats were fwept up again^ and the a£trci^; 
fes went into their chamber, one by one^ 
without any farther misfortune. Ragotin. 
did no& follow them, nor can I exactly 
tell what became of himt Supper-time 
at laft came, and to fupper they went : 
after fupper, every one withdrew to their 
refpedive apartments, and Deftiny locked 
himlelf up with the adrelTes,, in order ta 
purfue his (lory. 
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I 

fl 

J'he continuation of the hifiory of Befiifi^ 

and Stella. li 

I Made the foregoing chapter a little of 
the ihorteft : perhaps this will prove 
fomewhat longer-, however, I am not 
ftire of it ; but we (hall fee. Dcftiny took 
his ufual feat, and r^fumed his tale,- after 
this manner. I fhall fini(h my (lory as^ 
briefly, as I can, fearing I have already 
tired you too much with the account of 
my life ' and fortune. Verville having 
' paid me a viGt, as I faid before, and not 
being able to perfuade me to return to his 
father's, left me, to all appearance, xnuch 
troubled at the rtfolution I had taken, 
and went honie ; where a while after he 
married madame Saldagne, as Saint Far 
did madame Lery. She had as much wit 
as Samt Far had dulnefs ; and I wonder 
how two perfons of fuch unequal talents 
have been able to live together in the 
matrimonial fociety. In the mean time, 
I prefently recovered, and the generous 
monQeur de Saint Sauveur, approving of 
my defign of leaving the kingdom, fur- 
niflied me with money for my journey ; 
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and Vcrvillc, who did not forget mei 
though how married) prefented me with 
a good horfe, and a hundred piftoks. I 
took ftiy jounicy towards Xiyons^ to paft 
that way into Italy^ with defign to go 
once more to Rome ; and after having 
taken my taft farewell of Leonora^ to re« 
pair with fpeed to Candia, and thefe put 
an end to my wretched life. At Nevers 
I lodged at ah inn which ftood he^ the 
tivcf, and coming thither very t art jr, and 
AOt knowing how to ipend tt^y time tilt 
fiipper^ I went to take U Walk on th6 
great ftone-brid^e, built over the river 
Loire. There were a eouple of wonicn 
walking there at the fame time 5 one of 
which, who looked as if (he wasi fick^ 
kaned on the other^s fliduldfcr, and had 
much ado to trawl alpngw As I pslfl^d bf ^ 
I pulkd off'tny h^t t6 theifi) WitRotit tflE- 
ing riOticc bf their faceS,- and coAtintfecl 
tiralkingfbf {omt tinieob thfcbfldgey (till 
keeping Iny thou^ts employed upon tnf 
mfsfortunes, and chifefly vipbii thy atfidun 
I i*as Well enough dreft, as aB thb& biight 
to be, wbofe ^uility cannot fejteufe &h 
iftdifFefent hibit when I c^itie again 
near the Women,' I bvcr-h^ard 6nc df thein 
fay, for rhy part, I fliotild believe it too, 

liad we ooc.^ajfd he wibi dead. I cannot 
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tt^ how I dime to lodk behind me, hair- 
ing no rcafoSfi to thmk they talked of me, 
and yet no mttn but myfelf was the fubjeft 
<rf their difeourfe. I prefently found the 
firft lady to be madame la Boiifiere, grown 
very pale and wan, and who then refted 
upon her daughter Lepnora's Ihpulder. 
1 made dweAly towards them, with more 
zffntmct than I had done in Rome, hav- 
ing improved myfelf, both as to my per- 
fon and behaviour, during my ftay at 
Paris. I found them !b lurprized and 
amazed) that I teiily bdieve they would 
have fled from me, had madame la 
Boiffiere been able to run -, and this fur- 
prized me not lefs. I afked them what 
happy chance biDught me into the pre- 
fcnce of two perfons, whom I eftecmed 
above all the world. Thefe words dif- 
^Ued their fears. Madame* la Boiffiere 
told me, I ought not to wonder at feeing 
them look upon me with fome aftonifli- 
ment, fmce fignior Stephano had {hewed 
them a letter, from one of thofe gentle- 
men I waited on at Rome, by which he 
was informed of my being killed in the 
War of Parma •, adding fhc was over-joyed 
to find the ne#s falfe, which had been fa 
unwelcome to her. 4 replied, that death 
was not the greateft misfortune that could 
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befal me, and that I was going to Venice- 
to court it, and, if poffil|i>le, to fpread the 
report of my death with greater certainty^ 
than before. They grew fad at my refo- 
lution ; and the. mother began to exprefs 
a great deal of tendernefe for me ; the- 
caufe of which I could not well undcrftand^- 
At laft I learned from herfelf the ground 
of her civility. I was now in a capacity 
to ferve her, and her prefcnt condition 
would not allow her to defpife and look* 
coldly upon me as flie had done at Rome* 
They had met with a misfortune which, 
had put them to great freights : foFliav- 
ing turned all their furniture into ready 
money, they had left Rome, with a French 
maid that had ferved them a long time, 
and fignior Stephano^s man, a Fleming 
like himfelf,. who was defirous of return- 
ing to his native country. This fellow 
and the wench, it feems, loved each 
other vyell enough to venture a match i 
and yet they kept their amour fo private,, 
that nobody ever difcovered it. Madame 
la Boifliere being come to Rewenna, went 
thence by water. At Nevers. flie 'found 
herfelf fo very ill, that fhe could go no 
farther. During her ficknefs flic was 
fomewhat hard to be pleafed, and her 
maid more unwilling to humour her than 

before* 
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before. One morning the wench and her. 
paramour were milling; and, what was 
Hiore grievous • ftill, the poor lady V 
money was miffing alfo. Her grief en- 
creafed her diftemper, and ftie was forc?4 
to flay at Nevers tili.fhe had receive4 
letters from Paris, from whence fhe ex- 
peded a fupply to proceed on her journeyj 
Madam la Boiffiere told me this fad ad- 
venture in a few words. I led them back; 
to their inn, which was the fame where 1 
had taken up my quarters. After I had 
brought them to their chamber, and ftopd 
a while with them, I retired to my own, 
leaving them to their fupper. For my 
part, I could not eat a bit, but thought 
it was at leaft five or fix hours while I was 

' « 

^t table. I waited upon them as fbon as 
they had given me notice that I fhould be 
welcome. I found the mother in bed^ 
and the daughter received me with a 
countenance as fad as it appeared joyful 
a moment before. The mother was ftill 
more fad than the daughter, and I griev- 
ed for company. We flared a while up* 
on each other without" fpeaking a word. 
At laft madame la BoifTiere fhewed me gk 
letter fhe had newly received from Paris, 
which cafl both her and her daughter 
Leonora into the deepeil afHiftion. She 

K 6 exprefTed 


I 


i«4 Tht COUllS 

exprtflcd ffie fcafoi of hei: grifef fnth § 
fiood of ttdxiy aitd hei: daughter Leonom 
^cpt alfo tnbft bitterly ; which moved me 
fb lenfibly, that I thought I did n6t e*^ 
irtfi r^ fcftfe of k enough, though I 
jroffelrfea thehi Jkll 1 could poffibly do td 
iiffifl them. I aitl as yet unacquainted 
with the catift of ybut grief, ladies, faid 
I i but if Ay lif6 can any way contribute 
to youi^ fdiefi you may fct youi* iliinds at 
*eft. Tdl ittci thertfol-c, iftadam, faid L 
il^pljrihg inyfelf ib -the mother, What t 
hiuA do to xttvk you : fcftbiiey I have, if • 
you want atnyj.ahd cotrrage Kkewife if 
you feat any ehemie^ -, and the fati^a£tioilr 
of having ftrred yoii, i^ the only tccom- 
pence I eXpeft. My words and manned 
gave them fo full an affuraftce of the 
reality of my fentiments, that their afflic- 
tion was fomcwhat abated. Madame la 
Boifliere gave me a letter to perufei, 
wherein a gentlewoman of her ac- 
quaintance informed he^r, that a certain 
perfon, who was namelefe, but whom I 
judged to be Leonora's father, was com- 
manded to leave the court, and had re- 
hired into Holland. Thus this poor lady 
found herfelf in a ftrange country; with- 
out either money, or the leaft hopes o^ 
getting any, I made her a feeond proffer 
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(61 the ivRiXL ftddc I h^^ which might 
aifK>Uiit td abrmt fiv;^ hundred erowns ^ 
and tt>kl her aiUb that I would wait upon 
her into Holkfid, or iny other part of 
the worid file had a ttitaA to go to* In 
ihort, Tafftii-^d her, file had found in me^ 
a perfon th^t wofiM do her All the ferviee 
ihe could exjjeft from ft vatet^ and fervd 
and hotnour her like a dutiful fon. I 
blufhed c:itremely at the word fon : but I 
Was no more the hateful man, that had 
been denied admittance into their houfi^ 
in Rome, and to whom Leonora was in- 
vifiblej for now ihe was much more 
civil, and her mother lefs fevere. At 
every offer 1 made, (he ftill replied,. 
Leonora would be very much obliged 
to me. All was fcored upon Leonora'* 
account, infomuch that one would have 
taken her mother to have been only a 
waiting-woman that fpoke in her miftrefs*fe 
beh^f : fo true it is, that the generality 
of the world tefpedt people only fo far as: 
they are fubfervient tto their own intcreftv 
I left them very much comforted, and 
yetired to my chamber the moft contented 
man that could be. 1 pafied the night 
very plcafantly, though waking frequent- 
ly, which kept me fomewhat late in bed> 
for it was break of day before I began to 
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flcep. Leonora appeared to, me the next 
day, ' more nicely dreft than fhe had the 
day before ; and flie could not but ob- 
ferve, that I had taken a little more care 
of myfelf. I led her to church without 
her mother, who was as yet too weak to^ 
go abroad. We dined tc^ether, and from 
that time forward were but as one family. 
Madame la Boiffiere very thankfully ac- 
knowledged the good offices I had ten* 
dered them, and often aflfured me, that 
flic would not die in my debt I fold 
my . horfe -, and no fooner had the fick 
lady recovered her ftrength, but we took 
a tilt- boat, and went down the riv-fr to* 
Orleans. During the time we were on 
the water, I enjoyed my Leonora's coxir 
verfation ; nor was fo great a felicity 
interrupted by her mother, I found her 
ienfe as charming as her looks ; nor had 
flie reafon to think mine fo dull as fhe had 
found it in Rome. What can I fay more ? 
In fhort, fhe^was as much taken with me, 
as I was captivated by her •, and you may 
witnefs ever fmcc you have feen us to- 
gether, how little our reciprocal affeAion 
is diminiftied.; — What, faid Angelica, in- 
terrupting him, is then Stella that Leo- 
nora? Who but (he? anfwered Deftiny, 
At which Stella was plcafed to lay, her 

friend 
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friend Had rcafon to qlifcftion "whether fhc 
was that Leonora, whom Deftiny bad 
made the heroine of a romance. It is^ 
not upon that . fcore I ftart the queftion,- 
replied Angelica, but rather becaufe; we. 
are ever in doubt ofcwfeat ymlmo& defire* 
Madame Cave faid^ that) fofr het part, (he 
had been confident it was fo, even from 
the beginning,- but defired them to wave* 
any farther difcourfe till Deftiny had made 
^lend of his*ftory, who went on thus.. 
We arrived at Orleans; where our en-* 
trance was fo pleafant, as well deferves a 
particular relation. A pack qf fcoundrels^ 
who. always wait, at the water-fide-in ex-> 
pe£tation of ftrangcrs, to carry home their 
goods, croudcd into our boat. There 
were at leaft thirty that ofiercd to take up 
two OP three little bundles betwixt them,, 
which^ h4wevet> the we^eft of thefe lazy 
rogues m^ht have carried fingly under 
bis arm. Had I been alone, perhaps I* 
might not have bee^r fo wife as ,to bean 
calmly with their /infol6nce. Eight off 
them feizcd \ipon a little bundle, not 
Weighing much above twenty pounds,: 
which they feemed to lift up from the 
ground with much trouble ; and having 
got it betwixt them, held it aloft above 
their heads, upon their fingers ends. All 

the 
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the mob that ftood by the riyer*fidt ftS » 
laughing, and we were obliged ta do fo 
too- Howevelr, I bluihed as red as fctrfot 
to go through the whole town with ixrch 
a rednue : is for the reft of our goods^ 
which would not have loaded one porter, 
Aey employed tweiity at Icaft, my very 
piftols being carried in ilate by four fufty 
rogues* The 6rder of our march at our 
entrance into the town was as follows : 
Firft, eight hang- dogs, either drunk, or 
fuch las ought to have been fo, carried a 
littie box behind them, as I told you be* 
fore^ Next followed my pxftols and 
holders, each carried by two portersw 
Madame la Boifliere, no Icfs vexed than 
myftlf, went immediately after : (he was 
fitting in a great Wicker* chair.^ faftened 
to two poles, and carried by four water- 
men, who relicvrf each other by turns, 
^d had an hundred imperdneni; jefts as 
they went along. The reft 6f our goods 
came after her, being only a little port- 
manteau, and a bundle covered with can- 
vasi which leven of eight of theft rafcals 
tofled fi;pm one to another all the way. I 
brought up the rear of this proceffion^ ' 
leading Leonora by the hand, who laugh- 
ed fo heartily, that I could not but be 
delighted with their roguery. in fpice of 

myfelf* 
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ihyfclf- As we tflarched atong, tte f>al^ 
fehgd'sl ftanding ftill, g^z^d upon ui ; atnd 
the aoife they made on this occafioti dtt^ 
HI the people to theif Windows.and doors. 
At laft we tLtmed at the fdbtirbs, ^^hkh 
is the road towards Paris, atfehdea by th6 
jhoby and took upi 6ur lodgings at the 
fign of the Emperor. I put the ladies into 
n parlour, and afterwards threatened thp 
itogues {o ferioufly, that they were con- 
tented to take a fmall piece of rftoncy for 
their paiiiSj the inn-ke<ipdr arid his wife 
taking my part againfl them. 

Madame h Boiflire, whom the money 
I had furniflied her #kb fooner cured than 
iny cordials befides could have done, 
found herfttf ftrong enough to bear the 
€oach J wherefore I took up dir^ placei 
in one that w^s to go the hext morning i 
iridj within two days aftfer, wfe arrived fafo 
at Paris • As We alighted at thfe ion, I 
xhade acquaintatice with Rancour, wha 
Canie frohi Orleans iri Another coach at 
flie feme tinit With btifs* Hearing md 
enquire for th* irin to which the Calais 
coach cartie, he toki nfie. h^ ^as juft 
;oing thkher himfelf ; arid if ifre Kad not 
lifed a lodging, he Would carry us to & 
wohian of his acquaintance, who let 
lodgings teaa^r ft^ifiied^ where we 

fliould 


»io , T H E C O M I C 

ihould have good accommodations* We 
took him at his word, and found as he 
had told us. Their landlady was the 
, widow of one that had all his life-time 
belonged to a play-houfe, fometimes as 
a door-keeper, and fometimes as a fcene- 
man, and had often tried to act under 
parts, but was generally hiffed off the 
ftage. Having fcraped fome money to-, 
gether at the play-houfe, he furnifhed a 
houfe, let lodgings, took boarders, and 
by all this made a fhift to gam confider- 
ably. 

Here we took a couple of rooms> 
which were pretty convenient: but ma- 
dame la BoilTiere receiving a confirmation- 
of the ill news (he had before concerning 
Leonora's father, and hearing fo much, 
of the difagreeablc befides, which was 
<:oncealed from us, ihe relapfed intO: 
her former difcafe. This put off our 
journey to Holland for a while, whither 
ihe refolved to go under my condudl ; 
and Rancour, who was going- to the fame 
country to a company of players, was, 
contented to ftay for us, upon my pro-, 
mifing.to defray his charges. Madame 
la Boifliere received frequent vifits from 
one of her friends, who had waited at the 
fame time with her upon the ambafTador's 

lady 
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lady at Rome, and had likewifc been her 
confidante, while Leonora's father made 
love to her. This woman acquainted her 
with her pretended hulband's retirement, 
and did her feveral good turns during the 
time we ftayed in Paris. I went out of 
door as feldom as I could, for fear of be- 
ing feen by fome of my acquaintance ; 
nor did I find it a great trouble to ftay 
within, lb long as^ I enjoyed my Leonora's: 
company, whofe favour I gained more 
and more by my conftant care o£ her 
mother. 

At the perfuafion of this woman, who, 
as I told you, came often to vifit us, we 
went one day ta. Saint Clou, to air and 
refrefli the fick lady : our landlady came 
in for one among us, and Rancour for/ 
another* We took a boat when we came* 
to the water-fide •, afterwards walked in : 
the beft gardens ; and, having had a fmall 
collation. Rancour. reconducted the wo- 
men towards the boat, whilft I ftayed be- 
hind to difcharge the- reckoning of an 
unreafonlable hoftefs, who kept me longer 
from them than I intended. I got off as 
cheap as ^I could, and haftened to rejoin 
.my company -, but what was my aftonifh- 
ment to fee the boat gone a good way ofT 
from the ihorc^ carrying. my company 
. ■ , towards 
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towards Pkrisy and leaving me befait^, 
without any notice, of lb much as my 
fbotboy who had the care of my fword and 
cloak. Standing at the water-'fide, very 
nfitich tioubted at their not wetting for me^ 
I heard a great uproar in another tik- 
boat which lay hard by; and drawing 
ft)mewhat near, I perceived two or three 
gendemen, or pei^ns that looked like 
Aich, who would needs faU foul on a 
waterman becaufe he wouU not folios 
our boat. I leaped at a venture into thtt 
boat, juft: as it was launching forth, the 
waterman fearins he fliould be roughly 
handled. But if I was troubled that my 
company had left me at Saint Cloti, I wa» 
no lefs perplexed to find that he who had 
i^ered this violence^ was the fame Sak- 
dagne, whom I had fo much reaf6n tahatcw 
' At the inftant I difcovered him^ he re^ 
rtioved from the place he fat irt, and feated 
bimfelf by me. I did not know whicli 
way to look, and hid my face from faxm 
in the bed manner I could. But finding 
him fo near, that it was impoffible to. 
conceal myfelf long, aind knowing I bad 
no fword, I took the moft de^eraie refo- 
lutioA that could be, and which evrn 
hatred* could not have fuggefted, had it 
not been attei^ded with je^toufy ; I feized 
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jhlm hf the im^dkf end thretv^ myfelf inta 
<hc river witji him. Whether his gloves, 
<)r his fudden furpriae, hindered him, | 
cannot tell, but he was not able to keep 
liold of my icloaths, and never was man 
dtiearer drowning. A great many of the 
ji^eighbouring boats came to iave us, but 
•every one thinking we had fallen into the 
water accidentally, o^ccept Salda^ne, who 
knew the truth, without being m a con-* 
4itton to difcovcr or to purllie me, I got 
^n fliore again widiout n^uch dilficulty, 
having only a thin fuit cm which did not 
much hinder my fwimming ; and think-* 
ing It wordi my labour to make haite, 
I got far eoough off from Saint Clou be- 
fore Saikkgne wa$ fiihsd up. 

As they bad n&t a Uctlc ado i^ fkvc 
lutn, fo, I dare fay, they could hardly 
believe his relation that I tbmw him imp 
the water, and v^mired my own drown- 
ing to procure his. I «as foixsed to go n 
^xat way about to get into Paris, and 
durfi: not enter the city till night ; having 
no need to dry my ckiadis, the heat of 
tiie fun and my violent exerciib having 
left but little moifture in .them. . 

At length I, got to my dear Leonora, 
ishom I found in great affli&ion. Rancour 
aftd xuar Jandlady wetie over-joyed to fee 
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9ne again, and fo likewtfe was madame I» 
Boiflicrc, who, the better to make her 
think I was her fon, aftcd the part of a 
tiiftreflfed mother : ftie excufed herfclf in 
private to me for their not ftay ing ; aflur- 
ing me the fright SaWagne had put them 
into, hindrcd them from thinking on me; 
foefides, that, except Rancour, the reft of 
our company would have rather embar- 
railed than helped me, if I had engaged 
Saldagne. They told me, that, at their 
going from the tavern, this fpark follow- 
ed them to the water-fide, where he very 
\rncivilly prcffed Leonora to unmafk ; but 
her mother difcovcring him to be the 
fame man that had attempted the like at 
Rome, Ihuffled into the boat in a fright, 
and made the waterman put off from thd 
&ore, without ftaying for me. Saldagne, 
in the mean time, being accompanied by 
a couple of rakes, like himfelf, got into 
the next boat with his two comrades, 
where I found him threatening the water- 
man to make him follow Leonora. 

This adventure made me keep mone 
within doors than I had formerly done ; 
and madame la Boiffiere's melancholly 
contributing - much to her malady, we 
were obliged to remain a great part of the 
wnter at i^aris : but being at lait inform- 
ed. 
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«d, that an Italian prelate, who came from 
Spain, was going to Flanders through 
Peronne, Rancour made intereft to com- 
prehend us in the paflport in the quality 
of comedians. 

One day, after we had waited upon 
this Italian prelate, who lodged in the 
Rue de Sein, we fupped, in a frolick, in 
the fuburbs of Saint Germain, with fome 
players of Rancour's acquaintance ; arid 
' going over the Pont-Neuf afterwards very 
late, were fet upon by five or fix rogues. 
I made the beft defence I could ; and, to 
give Rancour his due, he did as much as 
any brave man could have done 5 info- 
much, that he faved my life, though he 
could not keep me from being feized by 
thefe robbers, becaufe my fword had moft 
unhappily fallen from my hands. Ran* 
cour, however, got out of their clutches, 
with the lofs only of his cloak, but I was 
plundered of all I had, except my doublet 
and breeches; and, to aggravate my 
misfortunes, they rifled me of an enamel* 
ed box with Leonora's father's pifture in 
it, which madame la Boifliere had left 
with me, to try what I could get for 
fome diamonds it had round the cafe, 
I found Rancour at the bridge-foot, 
wounded in the arm and face, as I my- 

felf 
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felf was, thovigh fligbtly, in the be#£ 
Madame Ig BpiffieriB was very much con^ 
cerned .for the .k>fs of the pifturc ; but thfi 
hopes of feeiiig the original fliortly, com- 
forted her. In fine, we went from Parij 
to Peronac ^ from Peronne to Bruflcls ; 
and from Bruffels to the Hague; from 
whence Lconora*s father had oeen gone 
aboyt a fortnight before for England, 
where he intended to fcrve the king ag^ft 
Cromwell, Leonora's mother was now (q 
^deeply affliAed at his departure, that ihe 
fell fuddenly lick and died. As fhe was 
t)reathing her laft, and feeing me grieve 
as much as if I had been her own f(^, fhc 
recommended her daughter to me, and 
made me engage thati would not foic- 
fake her, but endeavour to find out her 
father, and reftore her Co l^s polIeiBon. 
Not long after, a Frenchman robbed me 
of all the reft pf my money, which r<s 
cluced botli Leonora and myfelf to £uch 
tieceffity, that we wetc forced to get into 
your company, who, you know, ^cepted 
pf us through the recommendation of 
HancQur. You are acquainted with the 
Teft of my adventures, which fincQ that 
time have been commcm to us all, at leait 
as £ar as Tours, where I think I iaw that 
^evil 5alda|;ne ^agaia : and^ if not very 

much 
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fnuch miftaken, believe it will not be 
long before I meet him fomewhere here, 
which I fear lefs for my own part than for 
Leonora's, who would loie a mod faithful 
iervant, if I Ihould happen to mifcany, 
or be forced by my unlucky ftars to part 
irom her. ^ 

Thus Deftiny ended his ftory; and, 
^fter having comforted Stella, whom the 
^relation had a little difordered, by renew- 
ing the remembrajice of her misfortunes, 
at which (he wept as much as if then they 
had juft happened, he took his leave of 
«he aftreflfes and went to bed. 
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Some refleSlions which are not amifsy Ra- 
gotin]s new difgrace^ and other things^ 
which you may read if you pleafe, 

LOVE, which makes the young un* 
dertake any thing, and the old for- 
get every thing j love, which occafioned 
the wars of Troy, and m^.ny others be- 
lides, that I do not think worth while to 
mention here, would needs • make it 
Jknown in the city of Mans, that he is as 
xnuch to be dreaded in a pitiful inn, as in 
Vol. I. L the 
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the richeft palace whatfoever. He was 
not therefore contented with depriving 
the amorous Ragotin of his appetite, but 
Jikewife infpired la Rappiniere with a 
thaufand irregular defires; and made Ro- 
qu^brune languilh for the ^perator^s wife, 
by adding a fourth folly to his vanity, bra* 
very and .poetry -, or rather obliging him to 
commit a double infidelity j for he had 
made his amorous addrefles a long while 
before, both to Stella and Angelica, who 
often ad vifed him to defift, and not throw 
away has courtftiip. But all this is no- 
thing to what I (hall now relate: love 
triumphed likewife over the infenfibility 
and mifanthrbpy of Rancour, who became 
enamoured of the operator's wife too, 
and confequcntly a rival to the poet Ro- 
quebrune. A punifliment for his fins^ 
and an atonement for the curfed writings 
he had publifhed. This woman's name 
was Donna Inizella del Prado, a native of 
Malaga ; and her hulband, or he that 
was reputed fuch, fignior Ferdinando 
Ferdinandi, a gentleman of Venice, born 
at Caen in Normandy. There were 
feveral others in the inn befides thole 
already mentioned, who were infefted 
with the fame difeafr, as dangeroufly, if 
not more fo, than thole whoTe fecrets I 

have 
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have revealed j but they fliall be dif. 
covered too in due time and place. La 
Rappiniere fell in love with Stella whca 
flie aded Climene ; and intended then to 
have declared his diftemper to Rancour, 
whom he thought capable of doing any- 
thing for money. The heavenly bard 
Roquebrune defigned the conqueft of a 
Spaniih lady worthy his courage. But as 
for Rancour, I cannot imagine by what 
potent charms this foreign lady could 
inflame the^ heart of one with love, who 
hated all the world. 

This worn-out ftroller, being in hell 
before his time, I mean in love before his 
death, w;as ilill in bed, when Ragotin 
troAjbled him with his paflion, as it were 
the belly-ach,and came to defire of him his 
pity and affiftance. Rancour aflured him, 
ere th^t day was over, he would do him 
a notable piece of fervice with his miftrefs. 
La Rappiniere entered Rancour's cham- 
ber at the lame time, who was ftill drefling 
himfelf. Having talcen him afide, he 
confefled his infirmity to him, and vowed, 
that if he could bring him into favour 
with Stella, there was nothing in^ his 
power, but he would, do for him, even 
to the making him one of the affiftants, 
and beftowing his niece in marriage on 

L 2 him. 
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hiiii, whom lie defigned to make his folc 
heirefs after his death, becaufe he had no 
children of his t)wn. The <:heating rogue 
prom ifed him yet more than he had done 
Ragotin, which put this hangman's pur- 
veyor in good hopes. Roquebrune came 
vlikewife to cofifuit the fame oracle. He 
<was the moft' incorrigible prefumptuous 
coxcomb,Jthat ever came from the banks of 
the Garonne, and one who thought every 
body believed what he romanced about 
4iis family, riches, poetry and valour; 
fo that he flighted all the dry jefts which 
Rancour perpetual ly'caft at him, prcfum- 
ing that what he did was only for convcr- 
farion iake : and, befide, he uhderftood 
raillery as well as any man alive, and bore 
it like a chriftian philofopher, even when 
it touched him to the very quick. He 
^therefore^ imagined he was admired by all 
♦the players,^ nay, even by Rancour him- 
felf, who had experience enough to ad- 
mire but few things -/and was fo far from 
having a good. opiri(ion of this poor bro- 
ther of the quill, that he made a full en- 
quiry into his extraction, thereby to diC- 
cover whether thofe bilhops and lords, 
his countrymen, whom he continually 
quoted as his relations, were the trur 
branches of the gcnealogic tree., whici 
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thisr fool liad c^ufed tb be drawn in an' old 
roll of parchment. Jie was very forry 
to find R-ancour in company^ though he^ 
had lefs need to be troubled at that limt 
than any one befides, it being his cgftom,. 
to be ever whilpering in people's cars» 
and to make a. fecret of every thing,. 
Ibmetimea of nothing. However he took- 
Rancour into a corner^ and at frrft gravely 
^efired to know whether the operator's 
wife was a perfon of good fenfe or no ; 
becaufc he had loved women of all na- 
tions but Spaniards ; and if fhe was worth 
his labour, he ihould not be much the 
poorer, if he prefented her with a hundred 
piftolej^ which be a^ often mentioned 
nppn every trifling occafion, as the great 
family from whence he defcended. Ran-- 
cour told him, he was not fo well ac- 
quaihted with Donna Inizelk, as to anf^er 
for her fenfe, though he had often 'met 
her hufcand in the chiefeft cities, of the 
kingdom, where he fold . his antidotes ; 
biil if he defired fo much to be informed 
about it, it was but joining converfation . 
with her, fince Ihe began to ^eak French 
tolerably well, and. he might foon be 
iatisfied. Roquebrune would needs cnh 
truft him with his pedigree in parchment, . 
.that he might dazzle the Spaniih lady 

L3. withi 
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with the fpkndor of his race ; but Ran- 
cour told him his pedigree would fboner 
make him a. knight of Malta, than- a 
happy lover. Whereupon Roquebrunc 
with a fmiling countenance added, well. 
Sir, you know what I am. Yes, replied 
Rancour, I know well enough what you 
^re now, and what you will ever be to 
your dying day. The poet went away as 
.he came -, and Rancour, his rival and con- 
fident at the fame time, drew near to la 
Rappiniere and Ragotin, who were rivals 
alfo, though unknown to each other. As 
for Rancour, befides that we naturally 
hate any one that endeavours to rob us o£ 
wliat we defign for ourfelves, and the 
general quarrel he had againft all man- 
kind J befides all this, I fay, he ever had 
a particular averfion to poets, which this 
difcovery was not likely to abate. Ran^ 
cour therefore abfolutely refolved, from 
that, dme forward, to do him all the mit 
chief he poflfibly could j to which alfo his 
malign nature prompted him, and fitted 
him for it : and, not to lofe time, he be- 
gan that very day, by bafely borrowing 
money of him, wherewith he new cloatb- 
cd himfelf from top to toe, and befides 
jftocked himfelf. with linen. He had be- 
fore been a floven all his life- time ; but 

love^ 
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love, which' works far greater miracles 
than any thing elfe, now made him more 
curious of his drefs in his declining days. 
In a word, he changed his linen oftener 
than became a ftroUer; and began ta 
wafli, powder, and colour his grey hairs, 
and trim himfelf fo carefully, that hi& 
companions took notice of it. The play- 
ers had that day a play befpoke, at an- 
houfe of one of the chiefeft citizens of 
Mans, who had made a great treat, and 
gave a ball at his niece's wedding, whofe 
guardian he had been. . .The nuptials- 
were kept at a very fair country-houfe of 
his, about a league from che city. The 
decorator belonging to the ftrollers, and 
a carpenter, were fent in the morning 
early to ereit a ftage. The whole com- 
pany of players followed in two coaches, 
about eleven o'clock, that they might 
get thither by dinner-time. Donna 
Inezilla, the Spanifli lady, made one, at 
the earneft intreaty of the adrefles and 
Rancour. Ragotin being informed of the 
bufinefs, went to an inn at the end of the 
foburbs, where he waited, the coming of 
the coaches, and tyed a very fine horfe 
which he had borrowed, to the grate of 
the parlour^ that looked into the ftreet. 
]ble was fcarce fet down to dinner, when 
word was brought him» that the coach 
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was in fight. He flew to his horfc on tJtt 
wings of love, with a great fword by his 
fide, and a carabine dangling at his breech 
like a bandileer. He would never con* 
fefs what his fancy was, to go to the 
wedding with fuch ftore of ofFenfive and 
defenfive weapons ; neither could Ran- 
cour his* confident ever perfuade him to 
difcover it. By that time he had untyed 
his horfe*s bridle, the coaches were fo 
near, that he had not time to look for a 
joffing-block, that he might appear in 
ftate on his fteed like St. Gcoi^ on horfe- 
back. And being none of the beft horfe- 
men and unprepared , to fhew his nimble 
difpofition, he did it but very aukwardly ; 
for his horfe's If gs were as much top long, 
as his were too fliort. However, he 
ftoutly reared himfelf in the ftirrup, and 
threw his right leg over the faddle ; but the 
girths being loofe, this occafioned a ftrange 
difafter ; for it; made the faddie to turn 
round. Yet all things went hitherto well 
enough, but the curfed carabine, which 
hung on a belt about his neck like a 
collar, got fo unfortunately betwixt 
his legs before he was fenfible of it, 
that his breech could not reach the fad- 
dle, which was an old-fafhioned one,^ the 
carabine lying acrofs from the pummel 
to the crupper. Thus he fat in a very 
♦ uncafy 
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cineafy. pofture, as not being able with 
the tip of his toe fo much as to touch 
the ftirrup$ : his heels, Jioyvever, being 
armed with fpurs, he kicked the horfe's 
fide in a place he was never ufed to be 
pricked in, which made him .ftart more 
briflcly than was neceflary for a bad rider 
in that pofture, who had nothing but the 
carabine to reft uppn'. This made Ragotin 
cling his legs ftill more dofe to the horfe*s 
fides, which made him fling up his hin- 
der legs; when Ragotin roUowing the 
nature of all heavy bodies, fell on fhe 
horfe's neck, who, lifting up his head 
fiiddenly at ajerlrhe gave him with the 
bridle, hit the unfortxmate Ragotin a 
great blow on the nofe ; who, thinking ta 
repair his overfight, let go the reins. The 
horle having his head given him, he af 
that very inftant gave fuch a great leap, 
as caft his rider quite over the faddle up^ 
^n the crupper, with the carabine ftill 
between his legs. The horie not being 
ufed to carry any thing behind, kicked 
up again, which places Ragotin in the- 
feddle as beforie. The unfkilful horfemaa 
now clapped his heels clofe to the fides 
afrefti, jund then the horfe flung up his 
hinder legs more than ^ firft; which 
piiched the unfortunate Ragotin juft 

L 5 upon 
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upon the pummel^ where we miift leave" 
him as on a pinacle, to reft ourfelves a 
while J for, upon the honour' of a gefitle- 
man, this defcription has coft- me more 
pains, than the whole book befides, and 
yet I am not quite fatisfied with it neither. 


CHAP. XX. 

Thejhgrteft in this prefent book. . RagotitCs 
fall^ and fomething of the like nature 

which happened to Roquehrune. 

■ 

WE left Ragotin planted on the 
putnmel of a faddle, not know- 
ing how to behave himfelf, and much per- 
plexed how he fhould get off. I fcarce 
believe Phaeton, of unhappy memory, 
was ever more troubled with his father's 
four fiery fteeds,. than was at this time our 
little lawyer with one, on which he never- 
thelefs fet as quiet as a lamb. That it 
did not coft him his life, as it did Phaetof>, 
was owing to fortune, whofe caprices 
would be a fit fubjeft to expatisite on, were 
I not in cdnfequcnce obliged to releafe 
Ragotin from the iminent danger' he is in j 
having befides, many more things to treat 
tf concerning our ftrollers, during their 

rcfid eace^ 
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refidence at Mans. As foon as the dif*. 
afterous Ragotin felt what an uncafy 
cufliion he had under the two moft flefhy 
partS'-of his body, on which he ufed to 
fit as all other rational creatures ar& 
wont ; I mean, as foon as he found him- 
felf perched on the carabine, he quitted 
the bridle like a man of difcretion, and 
laid hold of the horfe's mane, who at the 
fame time run away full fpeed. There- 
upon the carabine went off: Ragotin 
_ thought he had been Ihot, his horfe un- 
doubtedly believed the fame, and there- 
fore made fuch a ftumble, that the little 
man loft his feat ; fo that for a time, he 
hung by the horfe's mane, with one foot 
entangled by his fpur in the faddle-cloth j 
and the other, with the reft of his body, 
hanging dangling towards the earth in 
cxpeftation of a fall, as foon as his fpur 
ihould break loofe -, together with his 
fword, carabine, and bandaleer. At length 
his foot being difengaged, his hands let 
go the mane, and down he tumbled, 
though with more grace and (kill than he 
got up. All this happened in the fight 
of the coaches, that ftopped on purpofe 
to lee what would become of him •, or 
rather to have the pleafure of laughing at 
him, . He curfed the horfe, who ftood 

L 6 ftock 
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ftock ftfll, as foon as he had laid do^fi 
his load ; but to comfort him, they took 
him into one of the coaches in the poet's 
toom, who was willing to ride, that he 
might flutter about the coach, and court 
Inezilla, who fat in the boot* Ragotin 
refigned his fword and fire-arms to him, 
which he put on as dexteroufly as any fon 
of Mars could have done. He lengthen- 
ed his ftirrups, fitted the bridle, and 
without doubt wd^nt up more methodically 
than Ragotin had done. But furely there 
had fome Ipell been caft upon this un- 
lucky horfe that day, for the faddle being 
€00 loofely gifted, as before, turned 
round Myith the poet, as it had done with 
Ragotin i and the ftring of his breeches 
breaking, the horfe ran, a pretty way with 
him,^whilft he had but one foot in the 
•ftirrup, his other ferving the bcaft as a 
fifth leg, whereby his back parts became 
cxpofed- to all the company, his breeches 
dangling all the way about his heels. 
None of the fpeftators laughed much at 
Ragotin's mifhap, becaufe they were 
afraid he would hurt himfelf •, but Roque- 
brune's accident was attended with loud 
ihouts and laughter from the coaches: 
the coachmen flopped to" laugh their fill, 
and all together hallooed at Roquebrune, 

which 
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ifrhich drove him, having difengaged him- 
fclf, into a houfe for fhelter, leaving the 
horie to his own difcretion, who very 
wifely trotted back again to the town. 
Ragotin knowing he was refponfiblc fof 
the beaft, alighted out of the coach and 
went after him ; when the poet, having 
cafed up his pofteriors, returned to the 
coach much troubled, and no lels trouble- 
fome to the company by Ragotiri's martial 
equipage, who had undergone this their 
difgrace in his miftrefs's prefence, with 
which we Ihall conclude the twentieth 
chapter. 


C HAP- XXI. 

Which prbaps will not he found very enter* 

taining. 

TH E players were very weD receiv- 
ed by the matter of the houfe, who 
was a good honeft man, and one of the 
moil cohfiderable in thofe parts. They 
had two chambers allotted them to fey 
their cloaths in, and make themfelves 
ready for the play, which was put off till 
after fupper. They dined in private, and, 
after dinner, thofe that had ft mind to 

walk,' 
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walk, had the choice of a grove and i 
fine garden to do it in. A young coun^ 
fcUor of the parliament of Reenes, and 
near klnfman to the mafter of the houfe, 
accofted our players, having difcovered 
Deftiny to he a perfon or more thaa 
vulgar judgment, and the adrefles, be- 
fides their great beauty, to be fuch a& 
could fay more than juft the^ parts they 
had learned by Jieart. 1 hey difcourfed 
of matters relating to their profeffioni, as 
plays, and dramatic wi iters. This young 
counfellor faid, amongft other things, that 
there was fcarce any remarkable fubjeft 
for the ftage, that had not been blown 
tipon ; that all hiftory was almoft ex- 
haufted, and that modern authors would, 
at laft be conftrained to wave thofe nice 
rules of unity o£ time,, and ftretch it 
beyond four and twenty hours: that thb 
generality of people did not apprehend 
what thofe fevcre rules of the ftage were 
good for, .being rather plealcd with adion 
and reprefentation than recitals; and 
therefore fuch plots might be contrived 
as would meet with applaufe, without 
either falling into the extravagancies o£ 
the Spaniards, or being tycd up to the 
ftrift precepts of Ariftotle. From plays, 
rbey proceeded to talk of romances. TH.Q. 

counicUos 
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^ounrellor faid, that nothing could be 
more diverting, than our modern ro- 
mances 5 that the French alone knew how 
to write good ones ; however, that the 
Spaniards had a peculiar talent to com- 
pofe little ftories, which they called 
novelas, which are more ufeful, and more 
probable patterns for us to follow, than 
thofe imaginary heroes of antiquity, who 
grow oftentimes tedioui and troublefome, 
by being over-civil, and over-virtuous; 
in (hort, that thofe examples which may 
be imitated, are at leall as beneficial, as 
thofe that exceed all probability and be- 
lief. From all which he concluded, that 
if a man could write as good novels in 
French, as thofe of Miguel de Cervantes, 
they would foon be as much in vogue as 
ever heroic romances have been. Roque- 
brune was not of the fame opinion : he 
affirmed very pofitively, that there could 
be no pleafure in reading romances, un- 
lefs they contained the adventures of 
princes; nay, and of great princes too; 
and, for that reafon, Aftrea only pleafed 
him in fome places. In what luftories 
can one find kings and emperors enough 
to make new romances? faid the coun- 
fellon We mud feign them, replied Ro*- 
quebrune^ as is ufuaUy done in fabulous 

Itoricsi^ 
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ftories, ^^hich have, no . foundation hi- 
biftory. I perceive then, returned the 
counfellor, that Don Quixote is very 
little in your favour. It is the fiUieft 
book that ever I read, replied Roque- 
brune, though it be cried up by a great 
many men of wit. Have a cafe, faid 
Deftiny, it be not rather for want of wit 
in you, than any defcdt in the book, that 
you entertain fo indifferent an opinion of 
it. Roquebrune would not have failed 
to anfwcr Deftiny, had he but heard what 
he had fpoke : but he was fo taken up 
with telling his feats to fonte ladies, who 
Were come pear the players, that he mind- 
ed him not j but promifcd the fair ladies, 
he would write a romance in five parts y 
every part to contain five volumes, which 
fliould eclipfe all the Caflandra's, Cleo- 
patra's, and Cyrus's in the world, though 
this laft had the firharae of Great, as well 
es the fori of Pepin.i During this, the 
counfellor was telling Deftiny and the 
aftreflcs, that he had writ fome novels in 
Imitation of the Spaniards, and promised 
he would communicate them* There- 
«ipon, Inezilla told them, in a fort of 
French that had more of the Gafeon than 
the Spanifh in it, that her firft hufband^ 
jud the ch^ra6ter of a. tolerable writer in-. 

the 
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ifeC' court of Spain, having compofed 
feveral novels that were much efteeme(f> 
fome whereof (he had in manufcript, 
which, in her opinion, deferved to be 
tranflated into French. The young coun^ 
fellor being extremely curious in fuch 
kind of compofitions, told the Spanilh 
lady, fhe would do him a great favour in 
letting him have the perufal of them, 
which fhe very civily confented to do ; 
adding withal, that no body was better 
ftored with novels than herfelf -, for as 
fome wonien in her country would fome- 
times attempt to write both in verfe and 
profe, fo fhe had made it her entertain- 
ment, and could amufe them with fome 
novels of her own making. Roquebrune 
confidently, according to cuftom, offered 
to turn' them into French. Inezilla, who 
was perhaps the fharpeft Spaniard that 
had ever coriie over the Pyrenee»,*^plied, 
that to do as he pretended, it was not 
only requifite he fliould underftand the 
French tongue well, but be equally ac- 
quainted with the Spanilh alfo ; and that 
therefore fhe could not give him her 
novels to tranflate, till fhe was fo well ac- 
quainted with the French, as to be able 
to judge whether Jje was qualified for the 
undertaking- Rancour^ who had been 

filenc 
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iilent all the while, faid, there was n^ 
doubt to be made of his ability, fince hr 
had been corredlor to a printing-houfc 
He had no fooner popp'd out thefe words, 
but he remembered Roquebrune had lent 
him money, which made him purfuc his 
jeft no further: to which the poet, put 
out of countenance at Rancour's words,, 
replied, that he could not deny but that 
he had correded fome few fheets, but 
then they were nothing but what he had 
publifhed of his own. Stella, to Ihift the 
difcourfe, told Donna Inezilla, that as fhe 
was miftrefs of fo many agreeable dories, 
flie could not be angry if fhe" often im- 
portuned her to relate one of them. The 
Spanifh lady replied, fhe was ready ta 
give her fatisfadion. They took her at 
hei- word, and all the company having 
feared themfelves round her, Ihe began a 
ftory, though not in the very f^e words 
that you will find in the following chapter,, 
yet fo intelligibly, as made them gueii 
ihe was miftrefs of a great deal of wit in 
Spanifh, fince fhe difcovered fo much ia 
a language, to the delicacies of which, fhe 
jras a perfedl ftranger. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

7'be Impoftor out-witted : A NvoeL 

A Young lady of flie city of Toleda, 
named Vi6koria, defcended from 
the ancient faiTiily of Portocarrero, had 
retired to a houfe fhe had on the banks 
of the Tagus, about half a league diftant 
from that city, in the abfence of her bro- 
ther, who was captain of a troop of horfe 
in the Low Countries. She became a 
•widow at feventeen, having been married 
to an old gentleman that had got a great 
eftate in the Indies, who, about fix months 
after his marriage, periflied in a ftorm at 
fea, leaving much wealth to his wife. 
This fair widow, after the death of her 
hufband, kept houfe conftantly with her 
-brother, where Ihe lived in fuch repute, 
that, at the age of twenty, all the mothers 
propofed her as a pattern to their children, 
the hufbands to their wives, and lovers 
as a conqueft worthy ambition. But as 
her retirement had cooled the love of 
many, fo, on the other hand, it encreafed 
the efteem the world had for her. In her 
couritry-houfe fhe enjoyed, at liberty, all 
the innocent pleafures of rural life; wbeii^ 
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one morning, her fliepherds brought her 
two men, whom they had found ftripped 
of all' their xloaths; and' bound faft to a 
treCj to which they had been tyed the 
whole night. They had lent each of them 
a fcurvy fhepherd's coat to cover their 
nakednefs ; and in this fine equipage they 
appeared before the fair Viftoria. So 
mean a habit did not hide from her the 
noble mein of the younger, who made 
her an elegant compliment, and told her 
he was a gentleman of Cordoua, Don 
Lopes de Gongora by name, who, travet 
ling from Sevil to Madrid about bufinefi 
of great importance,r and having over- 
ftayed his time about half a day's journey 
from Toledo, where he had dined the 
day before,^ the night furprized rhem ^ 
and both he and hi^ man falling afleep, ^ 
cxpefting a mule- driver who flayed be- 
hind, fome thieves finding them in that 
condition, tyed them to a tree, afsen hav- 
ing ftripped them, Viftoria doubted not 
the truth of this relation, his. good mein 
pleading in his favour; however, fhe 
thought it wouH be a mark of generofity 
in her to relieve a ftranger reduced to thia 
fad extremity. It happened by good lucky 
that, amongft the cjoaths her brother had 
lipft in her cuftody^ there were fome fuits^ 
. . for 
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for the Spaniards never part with their old 
cloaths, though they make new ones* 
They €hofe the fincft, and that which 
fitted beft the mafter^s (hape ;" and his 
man was alfo cloathed with what they 
could find next at hand. Dinner-time be- 
ing come, this ftranger, whom Vid:oria 
had invited to her table, appeared fo ac- 
complifhed, and entertained her with fo 
much wit, that fhe thought the reUef (he 
had afforded him, could never have been 
better bellowed. They converfed to- 
gether the remaining part of the day, 
and were fo much taken with each other's 
perfeftions, that neither of them flept fo 
quietly that night as they had done before. • 
The ftranger would needs fend his man 
to Madrid, to fetch him money, and buy 
him fome cloaths, or at leaft' he pretend- 
ed to do fo ; but the fair widow would 
by no means fuffer him, promifing to 
lend him as much as would carry him to 
his journey's end. He made fome over- 
tures of love to her the very fame day, 
and Ihe gave him a favourable audience. 
♦ In fine, in a fortnight's time, the oppor- 
tunity of the place, the equal merit of 
thefe two perfons, a great many oaths and 
vows on one fide, too much franknefs and 
credulity on the other, a promife of 

marriage 
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marriage tendered^ and reciprocal faitK 
plighted in the prefence of an old gentle-, 
man-ufher, and waiting-woman, made 
her commit a fault fhe had hitherto been 
thought incapableof^ and put this happy 
ftranger in poffeflion of the moft beautiful 
lady of Toledo. For eight days together 
it was nothing but love, fire and flames, 
between thefe two lovers. But now they 
mud part and tears will fucceed : Viftoria 
indeed had a right to (lay him, but the 
ftranger pretended he loft a great deal by 
not going •, however profeffed, that fmce 
he had been fo happy as to win her heart, 
he would mind no more, either his law- 
fuit at Madrid, or his preferment at 
court. Hereupon fhe grew impatient to 
have hirh gone ; her paflion it feems not 
having blinded her reafon fo much,, as to 
make her prefer the pleafure of his com- 
pany, to that of his advancement. She 
got new cloaths made for him and his man 
at Toledo, furnifhed him with as much 
money as he defired; and fo he fet for- 
ward on his journey to Macrid, mounted 
on a good mule, and his man on another. 
The poor lady was full of real grief at 
his departure, and he was no lefs .afflifted, 
or at leaft pretended to b^ fo, with the 
greateft hypocrify in the world. , The 
3 fame 
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latnc day he took his journey, the cham* 
t>er-maid making his bed, found a pifture 
wrapped in a letter -, Ihe carried them im- 
mediately to her raiftrefsf, who found it 
to be the portrait of a moft beautiful 
young lady -, and read the letter, contain- 
ed thefc words, or others to thciame efFcA, 

** Dear Coujin^ 

"HERE inclofed I fend you the 
pifture of the beautiful Elvira de Sy Iva ; 
but when you Ihall fee her, you will be 
•apt to confefs how infinitely the refem- 
Wance falls (hort of the original j and how 
much brighiser her beauty is than that the 
yainter could draw for her. Her father 
X)on Pedro de Sylva expcfts you with 
impatience : the articles of marriage be- 
tween you and her are already drawn up 
according to your wilhes, and, in my 
opinion, very much to your advantage. 
All this, I hope, will be fufficicnt to 
haften your jourxiey. Farewell. 

« 

*' Madridj (^c. 

*' Bon Antmio de Ribera*^ 

This letter was diredted to Ferdinand 
de Ribera at Sevil. You may imagine 
ViAoria's aftonilhment at the reading oi 

this 
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this epiftlc, which, in all probability; 
could be written to no other than her 
falfe Lopez dc Gongora. She now per- 
ceived, but too late, that this ftranger,. 
whom fhe had fo highly and fo haftily 
obliged, had difguifed his name; and 
thereby was fully affured of his infidelity. 
The beauty of the lady in the pifturc 
made her feel all the torments of jealoufy^ 
and the articles of marriage already drawn 
up, almoft diftraded her with defpair. 
Never was any poor creature mqre fenfl- 
bly afflidied ; her fighs and tears were 
faithful interpreters of her forrow : mifer- 
able, abandoned woman that I am, faid 
Ihe to herfelf, have I thus long been fo ' 
difqreet and referved, to commit, at laft, 
a mod irreparable fault ! And have I re- 
fufed fo many men of quality of my ac- 
quaintance, who would have thought 
themfelves but too happy in my con- 
defcenfion, to throw myfelf away upon a 
ftranger, who, perhaps, laughs at my 
eafy credulity, now he has ^ruined my 
fame, and made me for ever miferable I 
What will they fay of me at Toledo ! 
Nay, what will they fay throughout Spain! 
Can a young, bafe, cheating pretender 
be difcreet ? Why did I let him know I 
loved him, before I was fure of the 

fincerity 
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Ilncerity of his heart ? Wotild he have 
changed his ^ name, if he had meant to 
keep his flattering promifcs? Or can I 
hope, after all this, that he wiH not reveal 
his eafy conqueft over me ? What will not 
my brother be provoked to do to me, for 
what I have done againft myfelf ? And to 
what purpofe is he now courting glory 
and fame in Ffanders, if I meanly difgrace 
him thus in Spain ? No, no, Vidloria, 
thou muft do any thing to repair this 
crime: but before I proceed to vengeance, 
and defperate remedies, I muft try to re- 
gain by craft, what I have loft by impru- 
dence : it will then be time enough to 
have recourfe to defperate methods, when 
all other- means prove iheffcftuat Vic- 
toria had, -it feems, a great fpirit^* and 
prefence of mind, fiuce Ihe' could fix on 
fo good a refolution at fuch ^a difficulty*- 
Her old gentleman-ulher, and her wait- 
ing-woman, would have both, given- her 
advice ; but Ihe told them, (he knew as 
much as they could fay, and that aftions, 
not wofds, muft now dd Hef bijfinefs. 
The very fkme day, a couple of carts 
were laden' with houftiold-ftufF and necef- 
faries, Viftoria giving out, amongft her 
domeftics, that (he had prefiing bufinefs 
concerning her brother^' which called her 
Vol. L M to 
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to court. She took -Coach with her fquirc 
end wotnan, and haftencd to Madrid, 
whither her goods were appointed to fol- 
low. As foon as Viftoria arrived there, (he 
enquired for DortvPedro de Sylva*s houfe -, 
and being informed whereabouts it was, 
liired one for herfelf in the fame ftreet. 
Her gentleman-ulher's name was Ro- 
derigo Santillane, who, having been bred 
Up from a child by Viftoria's father, 
created in him a love for his miftrefs, 
equal to that of a brother. Having much 
acquaintance in Madrid, where he fpent 
his youthful days, he foon difcovered, 
that Don Pedro de Sylva's daughter was 
to be wedded to a gentleman of Sevil, 
named Ferdinand de Ribera; that the 
match had been negociated by. a coufin of 
Ribera's of the fame name, and was fo near 
a cohclufion, that Don Pedro was already 
providing fervants for his daughter. 

The very next day, Rodengo Santil- 
lane, in a plain, but decent garb, Victoria 
in the habit of a widow of mean condition, 
accompanied by Beatrix the waiting- 
woman, who was to perfonate her mother- 
in-law, and Roderigo's wife, went alto- 
gether to Don Pedro*s, and defired to 
Ipeak with him. Don Pedro received 
them very civilly, and Roderigo acquaint- 
ed 
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him, with much affurance, that he was a 
decayed gentleman of the mountains of 
Toledo, who having an only daughter by 
his firft wife, which was Viftoria, ^ whofe 
hufband died not long fince at Sevil, and 
finding his own, and his daught#*s for- 
tune very low, he had brought her to 
court in hopes of obtaining fome good 
fervice for her ; bat, having been inform- 
ed that Don Pedro was about fettling his 
daughter's family againft her marriage, 
he hoped it would not appear impertinent 
that he came to proffer the young widow's 
fervice to him, as a perfon w6ll qualified 
for a duenna to the bride ; adding, his 
daughter's nierit gave him the greater ' 
confidence to prefent her to him, biecaufe 
he affured himfelf that her breeding and 
gDod qualities would procure her a little 
better title to her miftrefs's favour, than 
the fmall flock of beauty fhe had to re- 
commend her. 

Before I proceed any further, I mufl 
advertife thofe that are unacquainted with « 
it, that the ladies in Spain keep duennas > 
in their houfes, and ^that thole, duennas ' 
are much the feme with our go vernanres, i 
or ladies of honour, belonging to peribns • 
of quality : to which I muft add that the: 
duennas in Spain are levere and trouble- 

M 2 fome 


-\ 


4i4+r, THE C QM rC 

fame, animals, no lefs dreadful t^an 1 ^ 
- domineering mothewn-jlaw is efteeracd*. 
anK>ng us. '' 

. But .to go on .with ray ftory, Hoderigo 
, played his part fo well, and Vidtoria ap- 
peared fo beautiful and agreeable in her 
modeft and plain attire, and had fuch a ; 
promifing look in her .iace, that Doa . 
Pedro de Sylva accepted of her im- 
mediately to :govern his daughter. He 
proffered Roderlgo and his wife an em- 
ployment in his houfe likewife; but he 
cxcufed himfclf, and told him, he had * 
fame reafons for.not accepting the honour , 

he intended him •, but having a houfe in ' 

.the fame ftreet, he would be ready to 
wait on him at any time he fhould com- . | 
mand . it. Thus was Viftoria entertained j 

in Don Pedro's houfe, infinitely beloved \ 

both by him and his daughter, and con- 
sequently envied by their fervants* 

Don Antonio de Ribera, who had con- . 
trived the match between his faithlefs 
coufin and Don Pedro Sylva's daughter^ 
came often to vifit them* He faid his 
kinfman was on his journey^ and had long. 
Ance informed him of his fetting off from 
Sevil/, but this coufin not yet appearing 
he was very much perplexed, nor could 
Don Pedro and Elvira tell what to make 

-of 
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of his delay. Viftoria, it may be imagined^ 
was themoft concerned, Don Ferdinand,, 
however, was incapable of arriving fo foont^ 
as fhe expefted him ; for the very fame 
day he parted from Victoria, Heaven had,, 
in fome mcafure, punifhed his treachery. - 
As he was pafling through lUefcas, a 
fierce dog, running unawares out of a 
houfe, fo terribly frightened the mule he 
rode on, that ofle of his legs was fbreJy 
bruifed againft a wall, he thrown from the 
creature's back, and his knee put out g£ 
joint ; which pained him fo exceedingly, ^ 
that he could not profecute his journey. • 
He was feven ^or eight days under the ^ 
lurgeon*s haftds ; who being none of the 
moft fkilful,- and his ailment growing 
worfe and wdfrfe, he at length acquainted 
his coufini^'with his misfortune, defiring 
him withal, to fend him a horfe-litter. 
Th*^ news of his friend's fall afflifted no ^ 
lefs, than the knowledge of his being fo 
nigh pleafed them ; and Viftoria, who ^ 
ftill loved him, was not a little difquiet-- 
cd. 

Don Antonio fent a litter to convey 
Don Ferdinand to Madrid 5 where being 
arrived, whilft they were providing cloaths 
for him and his retinue, which was to be 
very magnificent, he being the eldeft fcm 
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' of the family, and wealthy enough, the 
furgcons of Madrid, more fkilful than 
thofe at Illcfcas, made him a perfeft 
cure. 

Don Pedro de Sylva, and his daughter 
Elvira, had notice of the day when Don 
Antonio deRibera was to bring his coufin 
Don Ferdinand to them. It is not pro- 
bable that the young Elvira neglefted 
lierfelf upon that occafionj or that Viftoria 
was without concern at this intended 
interview. She faw her faithlefs lover 
enter, tricked up like a bridegroom ; 
and if he was fo charming in a poor naked 
difhabille, what muft he be now in his 
wedding cloaths ? Don Pedro was very 
well fatisfied with him, and his daughter 
muft have been very nice, had (he not 
been fully pleafcd. The fervants of the 
houfe ftared with all the eyes they had 
. upon their yeoing lady^s bridegroom; and 
every one of the family was over-joyed at 
the match, except the poor Viftoria, 
whofe heart you may imagine was op- 
prefled with grief. Don Ferdinand was 
charmed with Elvira's beauty, and con- 
fefled to his coufin, that (he was yet more 
beautifu'htiiail the piftpre he had given of 
her with Ms letter. His firft compliments 
difplayed a great deal of wit^ and he 
., very 
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very fkilfuUy avoided thofe impertinent 
fooleries, and ftarched nonfenfe, which 
moll men are guilty of, in their firft ad- 
drefies to a father-in-law and a miftrefs : 
after which, Don Pedro de Sylva locked 
himfelf up in a clofet with the two kinf- 
men and a lawyer, to adjtift fomewhat 
that was left unfiniflied in the articles. 

In the mean time, Elvira ftaycd in her 
chamber, furrounded by her women, who- 
all exprefled their joy at the good mien 
and noble air of her lover, except Viftoria, 
who flood cool and filent, whilft the reft 
were in their raptures. Elvira obferved 
this, and therefore took her afide, to tell 
her, that fhe admired flie faid nothing of 
the happy choice her father had made of 
a fon-in-law, who feemed fo deferving ; 
adding, that, either out of complaifance 
or civility, fhe ought, at leafl, to wifh her 
joy. Madam, replied Vidloria, your 
lover's mien fpeaks fo much to his ad- 
vantage, that it were needlefs for me to 
add my commendations -, the coldnefs 
you have taken notice of, does not pro- 
ceed from any indifference; and I were 
unworthy of the favours you have vouch- 
fafed me, fhould I not fhare in eveiy 
thing that concerns you •, and therefore, 
Ihould be no lefs tranfported with joy at 

M 4 your 


a48 THE COMIC 

your marriage, than ail the reft about you 
are, was I not lb well acquainted with the 
gentleman you are about to wed. My 
own hu{band was an inhabitant of Sevil, 
whofe houfe was not far from your lover^^s* 
He is, I confefs, of a good family, rich, 
handfome, and, I believe, a man of wit» 
In fine, he is worthy a lady, fuch as you 
are : but I muft tell you, madam, if 
you defire a man's entire affeftion, that 
he cannot beftow on you, becaofe his 
heart is divided. I would wave a dif- 
covery, which TOay, perhaps, difpleafe 
you ; but I Ihoqld be wanting to my 
duty, if I did not reveal all I know of 
Don Ferdinand, in a bufinefs which fo 
nearly concerns the happinefs or unhap- 
pinefs of your whole life. Elvira was 
amazed at her duenna-s words, and in- 
treated her, not to defer any longer the 
clearing thofe doubts Ihe had ftarted ^ 
but being anfvvered that it was neither to 
be done before her women, nor in few 
words, Ihe pretended to have fome bufi- 
nefs of privacy in her chamber, and 
ordered her fervants to withdraw- 

As foon as they were alone, Vidtoria 
told her, that Ferdinand deRibera was in 
love at Sevil, with one Lucretia de 
Monfalva, a very beautiful.lady, though of 

very 
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Very mean fortune, by whom he had three 
children, upon promife of marriage -, and 
that during Ribera's father's life, it was 
kept fecret -, but after his death, Lucretia 
having claimed his promife, he grew in- 
different to her ; whereupon (he had left 
the bufinefs to the management of two 
gentlewomen, her relations, who had 
made fo much noife at Sevil, that Don 
Ferdinand, through his friend's perfuafion, 
abfented himfelf for a while, to fhun the 
rage of Lucretia's relations, who fought 
. for nothing fo much as blood and revenge. 
In this pofture were his affairs, added 
flie, whea I left Sevil, which is about a 
month ago •, at which time it was alfo re- 
ported, that Don Ferdinand was going to 
Madrid to be married. EJvira could not 
forbear afking, whether that Lucretia was 
a great beauty? Vidteria told her, fhe 
wanted nothing but a fortune ; and then 
left her extremely penfive, and firmly re- 
folved to give her father an immediate 
account of the difcovery. 

Being now called to entertain her lover-;' 
as the bufinefs for which he had retired 
into the clofet with her father, was con- 
cluded, Elvira went to him, whilfl Vi«£lo^ 
ria flayed in the drawing-room ; where 
the fame fcUow came to her thit attended 
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on him, when (he fo generoufljr received 
them into her houfe near Toledo. The fcr- 
vant brought a pacquet of letters for his 
mafter, which he had taken up at the 
poft- office from Sevil; and not knowing 
Viftoria, fo much her widow's weeds dil>- 
guifed her, he defired to be admitted to 
the fpeech of his mafter, to deliver him 
his letters. She told him, it would be a 
good while before he could conveniently 
fpeak with him ; but if he durft truft her 
with his pacquet, ftie would be furc to 
give it him as foon as poffibly fhe could. 
The fellow made no fcruple in the mat- 

.tcr, but having left the pacquet in her 
cullody, went about his bufinefs. 

Viftoria, who was refolvcd to leave no 
ftone unturned to revenge herfelf, goes 
up to her own chamber, opens the pac- 
quet, and in a moment feals it up again, 
together* with a letter of her own, which 
ihe writ in hafte. In the mean time, the 
two kinfmen having made an end of their 
vifit, and taken their leave, Elvira, fee- 
ing the pacquet in her governante's 

. hands, afked what it was ? Viftoria cold- 
ly anfwered, that Don Ferdinand's fervant 

'. had left a pacquet of fome letters with 
her to dfeliver to his mafter, which ihe 
iv^ going to fend after him, not being in 

the 
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the way when he went out, Elvira faid, 
it would give them fome farther ligh^ 
about the difcovery (he had made, and 
therefore Ihe would open them. This be- 
ing what was defired, Viftoria breaks 
open the feal a fecond time : Elvirsa lookr 
ed upon all the letters, and fixing her eye 
upon one which feemed to be writ by a 
woman, addrefled to Don Ferdinand de 
Ribera at Madrid, fhe read the following 
lines.- ^ 

"YOUR abfence, and the news I 
heard of your marriage at court, will foon 
deprive you of a perfon that valued you 
above her own life, unlefs you (uddenly 
return, and juake good your promifej 
which you can neither defer any longer,, 
nor deny me without a manifeft indif- 
ference, or breach of faith. If what I 
hear be true, that you regard your vows 
and promifes fo little, which you have 
made both to me and our children, I 
advife you to take care of your life ; which 
my relations are refolved to take for 
your treachery, whenever your ungrateful 
ufage (hall prompt me to call upon them 
for my juft revenge, fince you enjoy it 
now only at my requeft, 

** Lucretia de. Monfdva^ 
M 6 Elvira 
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Elvira having read this letter, wa9 
thoroughly pcrliiaded of the truth of 
what her governante had told her, and 
fliewed it to Jier father, who was aftonifli- 
ed to fee that a gentleman of his quality 
could be fo bafe, as to forfake a ktdy of 
equal birth with himfelf, after he had had 
fo many children by her. He therefore 
went immediately to a gentleman of Sevil 
for a farther information, who was a 
friend of his, and one that had before 
given him an account of Ferdinand's 
wealth and circumftances. 

Scarce was he gone from bis door, 
when Don Ferdinand came to enquire for 
his pacquet, attended by his fervant, who 
told him that his miftrefs's governante had 
promifed to deliver it into his hands. He 
found Elvira alone in the parlour, and 
told her, that, though the engagement 
which was between her and him, might 
cxcufe two vifits in one day, yet he now 
only came for the letters his man told 
him he had left with her duenna. Elvira 
freely acknowledged that (he had taken 
them from her, and, urged by curiofity» 
not doubting but a man of his years had 
fome amorous engagements in fo great a 
city as Sevil, (he opened it ; and, though 
Jher curlofity aSbcdcd ber but little fatif* 
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izQMn^ yet had flie m^ with this cautiori 
in recempencc^ That it was dangerous fot 
people to be married together, before 
they were thoroughly acquainted 5 add^^ 
ing, ihe would not debar him any longer 
of the pleafure of perufing his letters ; 
and therefore immediately reftored him 
his pacquet, together with tlie counterfeit 
letter V and, after making him a flight 
curtefy, left him without waiting for his 
anfwer. 

Don Ferdinand was ftrangely furprifed 
at his miftrefs's difcourfe. He perufed 
the fuppofed letter, and jquickly perceiv- 
ed it was a trick to hinder his marriage. 
He addrefled himfelf to Vi6toria, who 
remained in the outward room, and told 
her, without taking much notice of her 
face, that either fome rival, or malicious 
perfon, had contrived that letter to abufe 
him. I a wife in Sevil! cried he with 
amazement : I children I If this be not 
the mofl: impudent impofture that ever 
was fet on foot, I'll forfeit my head* 
Vidoria told him he might poffibly be 
innocent : however, Elvira, in common 
diicretion, could do no lefs than make a 
farther enquiry into the truth ; and that 
therefore the marriage would certainly be 
put off, till her father Don Pedro could 

be 
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be convinced by a gentleman of Scvil,. a 
friend of his (whoni he was then gone to^ 
ieek on purpoib) that this was cmly a 
pretended intrigue. With all my heart, 
anfwered he ; and if there be bvit a lady 
of the name of Lucretia de Monfalva in 
all'Sevil, let me forfeit the honour and 
reputation of a gentleman. Lmufl:, how«- 
€ver^ intreat you, added he, to let me 
know, if you are fo far^ in your lady's 
favour, as I fuppofe you to be, that I 
may befpeak your good offices on this 
©ccafion.' Truly, anfwered Vidoria, I 
believe, without vanity, that flie will not 
do any thing at the perfuafion of another^ 
which fhe hath refufed to do^at mine : but, 
however, I know her humourto befuch, 
that (he is not eafily appeafed, when Ihc 
thinks herfelf difobliged : and, as all the 
hopes of mending my fortune depends on 
the kindncfs flu? has for me, I fliall never 
efFer to con trad iift- her out of complaifance 
to you ; or hazard her difpleafure by en- 
deavouring to difluade her from the ill 
opinion (he entertains of your fincerity. 
I am but poor, added fhe ; and, not to get 
^ny thing, were to lofe a great deal: if 
what fhe has promifed to give me in cafe 
I marry a fccond time, (hould fail, I 
uaight live a widow all the reft of my days; 

though 
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though I am yet young enough, aiid noc 
fo deformed, but that fome body or other 
may like me. But 'tis an old faying, and 

a true one. That without money She 

was thus going on with a true governante*s 
tedious tale (for to aA her part to the 
life, (he muft talk a great deal) when Don 
Ferdinand interrupting lier, faid. Do me 
but one piece of fervice I fhall require of 
you, and I will put you above the hopes 
of your miftrefs's reward: and, added 
he, to convince you that my promifes 
are not empty words, give me but pen, 
ink, and paper, and you ftiaJI immediate- 
ly have what you will under my hand. 
Jefu ! Signior, faid the feigned gover- 
nante, a gentleman's word is as good as 
his bond — but, to obey you, I will fetch 
you what you defire; and returning 
again with materials enough to have 
drawn a bond for a million of gold, Don 
Ferdinand was fo gallant, or at lead had 
fuch a month's mind to Elvira, that he 
figned her a blank, leaving her to fill it 
up as (he pleafcd, thereby to engage her 
to ferve him with the greater zeaL This 
raifed Viftoria up to the clouds : (he pro- 
mifed wonders to Don Ferdinand, and 
moreover told him, (he wiihed herfelf the 
unhappieft of all her fcx, if (he did not 
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aft in this bufinefs, as if fhe herfelf had « 
been a party concerned 5 m which word \ 
ihe fpoke a great truth. . \ 

Don Ferdinand left her full of hopes j 
and Roderigo Santillane, who went for 
her father, being come to vifit her, to ; 
learn how her intrigue advanced, fhe gave 1 
him an account of all, Ihewed him the 
fubfcribed blank 5 and they united in re- 
turning their thanks to Heaven, for the 
promifed/e-eftablifhment of their happi- 
nefs. To lofe no time, he went home to ^ 
the houfe that Vidloria had hired, not far | 
from Don Pedro'5, as I have before re- | 
lated, where he filled up the black Don 
Perdinand had giveri^ with a promife of 
marriage attefled by witnefles, and dated 
about the fame time that Vidoria received ^ 
this faithlefs man into her country-houfe. 
He was as fkilful a pen-man as any in 
Spain, and had fludied Don Ferdinand's 
hand foexadtly well in a copy of verfes of 
his own writing, that even Don Ferdinand 
himfelf would have been miftaken in the 
forgery, and thought it to have been his 
.own hand. 

Don Pedro de Sylva could not meet 
with the gentleman whom he fought to 
be informed by, about Don Ferdinand's 
amours, therefore left a note for him, and 

fo 
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Co came back to his houfe; where, that 
fame night Elvira unbofomed her fecrets . 
to her governante, and vowed, fhe would 
fooner difobey her father, than ever mar- 
ry Don Ferdinand 5 confefling likewife, 
that fhe had been pre-ingaged to one 
Don Diego de Maradas a long while be* 
.fore, and had in all reafon complied 
.enough with her father's commands .and 
her own duty, by putting a conftraint on 
her inclinations, to fatisfy him ; but fince 
Heaven had ordered it fo, that JFer- 
,dinand's treachery was difcovered, fhe 
thought, by refufing him, fhe obeyed the 
Divine pleafure, which feemed to allot 
her another hufband. You may ims^ine 
. Victoria fortified Elvira in thefe good re- 
.folutions, and fpoke quite contrary to Don 
Ferdinand's expeftations. Don Diego de 
Maradas, faid then Elvira to her, is much 
. difratisfied with me, for having paid this 
, obedience to my father 5 but the leafl in- 
viting look from me, will, however, be 
fure to bring him back, was he at as 
^reat a di fiance from me, as Don Fer- 
dinand is from his Lucretia. Write to 
him, ma4am, faid Viiftoria, and I will be 
your mefTenger. 

Elvira was overjoyed to find her go^ 
yerncfs fo favourable to her dcfigns j fhe 
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commanded the coach to be ready for 
Viftoria, who immediately went away 
with a billet' deaux for Don Diego •, and 
being alighted at her father Santillane's 
fent the coach back again, telling the 
coachman, fhe would walk the reft of tl^ 
way, whither fhe defigned to go, Honeft 
Santillane' fhewed her the promife of mar- 
■ riage he had drawn up ; and Vi6toria im- 
mediately wrote two little notes ; one to 
Don Diego de Maradas ; the other to 
'Don Pedro de Sylva, her lady's father ; 
wherein, Ihe intreated both of them to 
repair to her houfe about bufmefs, with 
•the direftion where fhe dwelt, and fub- 
fcribed herfclf Viftoria Portocarrero. 

Whilft thefe notes were carrying, Vic- 
toria ftrips ofF her black weeds, puts on 
very rich cloaths, and drefTed her head as 
nicely as if fhe had been going to court:. 
Don Diego de Maradas came a white 
after, to know what concern ia lady, to 
whom he was a perfeft ftranger, could 
have with him. She received him very 
civilly ; and they were fcarce fet' dowa, 
when it was told her, that Don Pedro de 
Sylva was come likewife to wait upon 
hen She intreated Don Diego to conceal 
himfelf in her alcove, afTuring him, it 
coneerjied him very much to hear the 

diicourfe 
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clifcourfe Ihc ihould have with Don Pedro. 
He readily complied with the defire of a 
lady of fo much beauty, and fo good a 
mien ; and Don Pedro was admitted into 

. Viftoria's chamber, without knowing her; 
fo much had the richnefs of her dreis 
changed her face, and heightened her 
majeftic air. She defired him to place 
himfelf in a chair, whence Don Diego 
might eafily hear all they faid, and then 
Ihe began in thcfe words : I think, fir, 
I ought, in the firft place, to inform you 

' who I am ; becaufe, in all probability, 
you are impatient to know it. I am of 
the family of the Portocarrero's, born in 
the city of Toledo, where I was married 
at the age of fixteen, and became a widow 
at about fix months after. My father 
was a knight of the order of Saint Jago, 
and my brothers of the order of Calla- 
traya. Then your father, faid Don Pedro, 
interrupting her, was my intimate friend. 
What you tell me rejoices me extremely, 

. anfwered Vidtoria, for I fliall have occa- 
fion for a great many friends in the affair 
I defign to acquaint you with. After 
this (he informed Don Pedro of all that 
pafled between her and Don Ferdinand, 
and put into, his hands the promife of 
marriage counterfeited by Santillane. He 
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.had no fooner read it, but fee went on 
thus : Yqu know, fir, what honour obliges 
perfons of my quality to do in thefe cafes : 
ibr, though juftice feould be partially 
denied me, yet have my friends power 
and credit enough to profccute my interefl: 
to- the higheft. I thought, fir, it became 
me to let you know my pretenfions, that 
tyou might put a ftop to the match you 
had defigned for your daughter. She 
deferves better than to be thrown away 
upon a faithlefs man ; and I believe you 
Are more difcreet, than to procure for her 
xin hufband, whom another has a right to 
difpute with herr Was he a grandee of 
Spain, replied Don Pedro, I would have 
nothing to do with him if he was fo unjuHr 
and falfe as you fay he is : I feaU there- 
fore not only refufe him my daughter, 
but likewife forbid him my houfe. As 
ibryourfelf, madam, continued he, both 
xny friends and intereft are at your fervice. 
I had notice given me before, that^ he 
was a man who purfued his pleafure, even 
to the hazard of his reputation } and, be- 
ing of that temper, though you had no 
tide to him, yet (hould he never have my 
daughter^ for whom I hope to obtain a 
bulband in the court of Spain. 

Don 
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IDon Pedro perceiving (he hid no more,, 
to fay to him^ took his leave of Vidoria ; - 
and then fhe called Don Diego out of the- 
akove, where he had over-heard all the 
convedition ftie had with her miftrefs*s 
father. This fp^rcd her tlie labour oE[ 
repeating her ftory to him : ,fhe delivered/ 
Elvira^s letter to him, which tranfported; 
him with joy; and, left he ftiould be in- 
pain to know how (he came by it, Ihe? 
-cntrufted him with her metamorphoiis in- ; 
to a duenna, knowing he was as much 
concerned as - herfelf to keep it . fecret. 
Don Di^o, before he left Viftoria, wrote . 
an anfwcr to his miftrqfs's letter, Hvhereia 
the infinite joy he expreffed for bi^.rer. 
vived hopes, plainly difcovered the real.: 
afflidton he. had been in ever fince he, 
thought her. loft. He then parted from- 
the fair widow, who prefently put on her- 
•^governante's 'habit, and returned to Don - 
Pedro's. 

In the interim Don Ferdinand de Ribera . 
w;a$ come to wait upon his miftrefs, and 
had taken his coufin Don Antonio -along 
with him, to endeavour to ;falfify thpfc 
afperfions, which had been c-harged againft; 
him by Viftoria*s feigned letter. Don 
Pedro iiound them with his daughter, -who 
l^ew not what to anfwer, when they, both > 
.. 1,/ defired 
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delired ' no' better juftiiication, than onljr 
a due enquiry whether there ever was in 
Sevil fuch a lady as Lucretia de Monfalva, 
They renewed the fame plea to Don 
Pedro, to clear Don Ferdinand ; to which 
he anfwered, That if the engagement 
•v^ith the lady of Sevil, was an impofition, 
it was fo much the eafier to be cleared ; 
but that he came from a lady of Toledo, 
named Vi6toria Portocarrcro, to whom 
Don Ferdinand had promifed marriage, 
and to whom he was ftill more engaged, 
by having been fo generoufly aflifted by 
her, when a meei- ftranger to her -, which 
he could not deny, fince fhe had under 
his hand and feal a promife of marriage; 
adding withall, that a perfon of honour 
cftight not to court a wife at Madrid, 
whilft he had one dready at Toledo. At 
thefe words he Ihewed the two coufins the 
promife of marriage in due form. Don 
Antonio knew his coulin's writing-, and 
Don Ferdinand miftakihg it, though he 
was- confident he had never given any 
fuch, yet was quite confounded at the 
jfight of it. Thus convinced' of his guilt, 
after wifnjng the couQns a diftant fare- 
well, the father and daughter withdrew* 
Don Antonio now quarrelled with Fer- 
dinand for employing him in this treaty, 

when 


\i^hen he had another on foot\beforc. 
However, they took coach together 5 and 
Don Antonio having made him confels 
his unhandfome proceeding with Vidloria, 
he reproached him a thqufand- times with 
the heinoufnefs of the fad:, and alf6-' 
reprefented to him the evil confequence 
that was like to attend it. , He told him, \ 
he muft not think of getting another wife 
cither at Madrid or in any part of Spain, 
but believe himfelf happy if he could get 
off by marrying Viftoria, without forfeic- 
iBg his lifi^ with his honour. Vidtoria's 
brother being a perfon no): ufeci to put- 
up fuch affronts without full fatisfaftioni^ 
it was Don Ferdinand's part to be filent 
whilft his coufin continued his reproaches. 
His confcience fufficiently accufed himi of 
treachery and falfehood to a lady who had 
to highly obliged him ; but this promife of 
fivarriage, however, aknoft diftraded him, 
not knowing by what ftrange inchantment 
they had liiade him grant it. Vidoria 
being come back to Don Pedro's in her 
widow's weeds, delivered Don Diego's 
letter to Elvira^ who told her that the 
two kuifinen had been jthere to, juftify 
daemfelves -, but that Don Ferdinand was 
' jcharged with other lewd practices than 
bis amour with the lady of Sevil : and 

afterwards 
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afterwafdg related "what Viaori* knew 
better thto herfelf : though^e pretended 
to admire at and deteft Don Ferdinand'^ 
bafdriefs. 

The fanie day Elvira was invited to a 
play at the houfe of one of her rekcions* 
ViAoria, whofe thoughts ft ill ran upon 
her own affairs, hoped, if Elvira would 
follow her counfel, that this play might 
prove favourable to her defign.- She told ' 
her young lady, that if {he had a mind to 
meet her lover Don Diego, there was 
nothing more eafy, her father'3 houfe be- 
ing the moft convenient that could be ; 
and that fincc the play was not to begin 
till midnight, Ihe might go out a little 
earlier, and have time enough to fpeak 
with Don Diego, and after ge to her 
relation*s. 'Elvira^ Who really loved Don 
Diego, and had confehtcd to marry Don 
Ferdinand merely out. of refpeft to her 
father's commands, (hewed no reluc- 
tance to what Vi6toria had propofed. 
They f herefore^ took'coach as^foon as ever 
Don Pedro was gone ' to bed, and went 
to Viftofia*s houfe: * Sahcilhne, as matter 
of the family, and Beatrix, who per-- 
fbnated the mother-in-law; welcomed 
them very kindly. Elvira wrote a billet 
to Don Diego, which was* delivered im- 
mediately j 
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fcjftiiately ; wia& Viftaria diipaftchetl 
another privaneiy to J)<m Ferdinand m 
Elvira's name, to let him koow it wiis ia 
ius power to coB^lete the match ; on 
-vrkidi his cxtraocdmiy merit engiL^d 
her to aiiirjeiuure, as aon defirkig to i!niiikj$ 
iierfelf udbappy for ,€ver l;>jr lofing him^ 
«iily to pdciafe a fadier's €i!abfeed fulpicioii^ 
iiumoiir. In the fame ntotrflie gave him 
fuch particular direftious how to fiad th? 
hoiiie, that ii: was impQlHbk he &Quld 
npiifs it. This note was carried a Jit tic 
yfbilk after that other feom EJyka to,-Doo 
Diego. Viftaria wix)t^ likewjfe a third, 
lodiich Sahtiilane carried htinfelf to Dqsl 
fedro d« Sylva; by which ikfi infiHmed 
him, as a trufty gov^ruuite, that hi$ 
•daughter, infiead of goi^ to the play, 
would needs ftop at her father's hoti^fe, 
?^d had fent for D.Q0 Ferdinand ito coiir 
^ummate her nuptials with hitn; whick 
Ibe believing to be contrary to his con^ 
fent, thought .herfelf obliged to give him 
ttotice of it, to the end that he might bp 
ifehfible he was not. at all miftaken in the 
^od opinion be had entertained of }iar 
honefty, when he chofc her for his 
daughter's -governante. Santillane likc- 
^ife told Don Pedro, that his daughter 
jiad charged him not to xome thither hy 
* YoL. 1. N any 
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any means witKout bringing an alguazft- 
with hinl^ which is an officer much re- 
fembling a commiflary at Paris. 

Don Pedro being then in bcd,.haftened 
to put on his cloaths in a ^eat paflion. 
But whilft he is drcffing, and fending for 
a commifTary, let us go back and fee 
what they are doing at Vidoria's. By 
good fortune the notes came fafe to each 
of the lover's hands. Don Diego, who 
had received his firft, came firft to the 
aflignation. Vidboria met him at the 
door, and conduced him into a chamber, 
where ihe left him with Elvira. I will 
not trouble you with the relation of all 
the endearments that paiTed betwixt, thefe 
two young lovers; and, if I would, Don 
Ferdinand's knocking at the door will 
not give me time to do it. Victoria lets 
him io» herfelf ; and, after having mag- 
nified the great fervice ihe had done hiai 
on this occafion, for which the amorous 
fpark returned her a thoufand thanks, 
promifing he would yet do more for her 
than all his former promifes engaged him 
to, fhe lead him into a chamber, where 
ihe deiired him to ftay awhile for ^Ivira, 
who was c6ming, and fo locked him in 
without light; telling him, his miftreis 
would needs have it fo, but that it would 

not 
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iBtbelong before he fliould be vifible 
jigain; adding, that a young lady's 
•nodefty would ^ not fufFer her to bear, 
without bluftiing, the fight of a man for 
whom Ihc had committed fo bold an 
ft6tion. This done, Viftoria, with all 
the hafte flie could, dreffed herfelf as well 
and as nicely as the fhort time would 
permit. She then went into the chamber 
where Don Ferdinand was, who had not 
the leaft fufpicion but that (he was Elvira, 
being no lefs young than ihe, and having 
fuch perfumes about her, according to 
the Spanilh fafhion, as would have made 
a chamber-maid pafs for a woman of 
quality. 

In this interim, Don Pedro; the 
alguazil and Santillane arrived, and they 
entered the chamber where Elvira was in 
private with her lover. ' The happy pair 
were now a little furprized at this vifit ; 
and Don Pedro, blinded by the firft 
tranfports of his paffion, was ready to 
run the perfon through whom he, took 
for Don Ferdinand. The cbmmiffary, 
however, difcovering it was not he, but 
Don Diego, held his arm, bidding him 
have a care what he did; fmce it was not 
Don Ferdinand deliibera who was with his 
daughter, but Don Diego dc Maradas, a 

N z perfou 
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|)erfon of no \e(s quality m^ riches thmi 
the other- Don Pqcico at this^ . behaved 
liimfelf iike a difcreet gentleman, and 
raifed his daughter, who had caft her- 
fclf at his feet. He wifely confider-ed, 
that if he ihould crols her inciiflation, bf 
oppofing this match, he would creaise 
both her and himfelf a great deal of 
trouble ; and, befides, could not pitch 
^ipon a better ibn-in-law, though he l^ 
the chufing of. one himfdf. 

Santillane now defiredDoa Pedro, the 
idguazil, and all that were with tbetn ia 
the room, to follow him; when he led 
them to the chamber where Don Fer- 
dinand was fhut up with Vidoria. They 
commanded ,the door to be opened in the 
kii^'s name: at which command Doa 
Ferdin^d let them in ; and feeing Dob 
Pedro, attended by the commiflSiry, toW 
them, with a great deal of congden<^, than 
he was with his wife Elvira de Sylva. 
Don Pedro anfwered, he was nuftaken* 
his daughter being married to another^ 
^d as for you, added he, you cannot 
deny but that Viftoria Portocarrero is 
your lawful wife. Vidloria then difcovcr- 
td herfelf to her faithlefs gallant, who re- 
mained full of confufion. She expoftulat- 
ipd Qn his ingratitude with him i to whonot 

his 
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1^» filence was bis only plea^ as well as ta 
the commiffary, whoitold him he could 
4o no lefs than carry him to prifon. Irt^ 
fiiort, his pemorfe of eoftfcience, and fear 
of imprifonment, together with Dott 
Pedro's exhortations, who minded hinv 
of his honour and repot ati<J», joined tO' 
Vi6loria*s tears attd beauty, nothing in- 
ferior to that of Elvira, afnd, above All the 
reft, fome^ fparjcs of generoficy ftill re- 
maining in his heai^, notwitihftanding his 
debaucheries Md youthful foMes, hiade 
him at length, with reaibn awl juftice^ 
yield to Viftoria*s engaging charms : he 
tenderly embraced her ; and (he was fo 
near fwooning away in his arms, that the 
reviving tranlports of his kifles could 
alone preferve her. Don Pedro, Doir 
Diego and fair Elvira, fliared in Vidloria's 
happinels -» and Santillane and Beatrix 
were ready to die for joy. Don Pedro 
very much commended Don Ferdinand, 
for thus nobly repairing the wrongs he 
bad committed. The two young ladies 
embraced each other, with as great tefti- 
motiies of love as if they had hugged 
their own hufbands. Don Diego de 
Maradas made a thbufand proteftations 
of his obedience to his father-in-law, or 
ke that fliould be fo in a &ort time. 
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Don Pedro, before he went home With 
his daughter, made them promife, thaf 
they would all come and dine the next 
day at his houie; where, for fifteen days 
together, he endeavoured, by folemn re- 
joicings, to difpel the thoughts of theii^ 
pad troubles. The alguazil was invited 
too, and promifed to be there : Don 
Pedro took him along with him ; and 
Don Ferdinand remained with Vi6boria, 
who now had as much reafon to biefs her 
good fortune, as Ihc formerly had to 
curfe her evil one. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

An unexpeSted misfortune^ which prevented 
the aHing of the flay. 

INEZiLLA having recounted her no^ 
yel with an admirable grace, Roque- 
brune was fo pleafed with ' it, * that he 
caught up her hand, and kiffed it whether 
Ihe would or not. She told . him in 
Spanifh, That great men and fools had 
the liberty to do any thing ; for which. 
Rancour gave her thatnks in his heart. 
Though the Spanifh lady's face began to 
feel the harrow of Time, yet there were 

many 
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ifiany^ fine remains of Performer beauty 
to be feen : but had Ihe been lefs hand- 
fome, her wit had made her preferable to 
many younger beauties v for all that 
heard the ftory agree in this ; that (he had 
'made it very entertaining in a language 
Ihe was yet but a nqvice in, being often 
obliged to intermix Spanifh and Italidti 
^ith it, to exprcfs her meaning. Stella 
told her, that, inftead of begging an ex-* 
cufe for putting her to the trouble of 
foeaking 10 long, fhe expected her thanks 
JOT giving her fo fair an occafion to ftiew 
her extraordinary wit. The reft of the 
afternoon was fpent in converfation in 
the garden, which was full of ladiea 
and many citizens pf note, till fupper- 
time. They fupped after the manner of 
Mans \ that is to fay, make very good 
cheer i which being over, every one 
took their places to fee thne play: but, 
how whimfical is fortune ! Madam Cava 
.and her daughter were now miffing. The 
iervants were fent to feek them ; and it 
was above half an hour before any tidings 
came. At laft they heard a great. noile 
without the hall -, and prefently after in 
came Cave, with diflieyelled hair, her 
face bloody and bruifed, and crying 
au( like a diitradted creature^ that hen 
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daughter had been ftolen. Her fob^ Mfd 
%hs fo interrupted her fpeech^ thsA it was. 
a long time before (he cOHld mak€ the 
company ufiderftslnd that a coupk c^ 
firangers, being got through a back door* 
into the garden, where flie aftd her 
da\ighter were rehearfing their parts, one 
of them fekzed upon her, whofe eyes &e 
had almoft fcratqhed out, while two 
others toc^ away her daughter by force ;. 
when the fame villain who put her inta 
that fad condition they faw;, mounted oft. 
h(H*feback, and followed his comrades^ 
©ne of whom held Angelica before him^ 
She told them likewife flie had porfued 
them as far as fbe could, crying owt, A 
rape^, but finding nobody to be within 
bearing, flie haftened back agaki to the 
koufe to beg their giffiftance. With thde 
laft words flie flt^ iEuch a flbod of tears^ 
zt ftioyed all the beholders with pity. 
Deftiny got pitfently on the back of a 
hoffe, on which Ragotin was juft them 
arrived from Mans (but whether or no it 
was the feme that thre# him in the morn- 
ing, I cannot juftly tell) many other 
Jroung men mounted the horfes they could 
ay their ha^s on, and rode after Deftiny^ 
who was got^a good way before them. 
Ilancour and Olive marched on foot^ 

witb 
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%ith their fwords in their hands^ in the 
rear of the horfe ; and Roquebrune flayed 
t^ith Stella and Inezilla, who were en- 
deavouring to comfort C^ve as well as 
thejr could. Some found fault with him,v 
for not going along with the reft, afcril> 
ing it to want of courage ; but others^ 
more "favourable, have commended his 
difcretion, for ftaying with the women 
while there was the kaft probability q£ 
dangen 

In the mean time, the gucfts were re- 
duced to changie^ their comedy to dancing; 
and having n6 fidlers, becaufe they had 
cxpefted a pkiy, they tripped it about to 
the finging of fome or the company. 
PoorCave found herfelf fo difordered, that 
Ihe went to bed in one of their drefling- 
chambers, afid Stella took as much care 
of her, as if fhe had been her own mother, 
nor Was In^zilla kfs ofScious. The in- 
difpofed woman at length defired they 
would leave her to herfelf; whereupon, 
Roquebrune kd the two ladks into the 
hall to the reft of the company ; where 
they were fcarcely fat down, before one 
of the houfe*maid$ came to tell Stella that 
Cave defired to (|>eak with her ; fhe there- 
fore, promifing the poet and Spanifh lady 
to return immcdiatclyj went to her. it 
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is probable, that Roquebrune, if he had 
any wit in him, made ufe of that oppor-^ 
tunity to acquaint the fair Inezilla with 
his neceflities, ' 

As foon as Cave faw Stella, fhe defired 
her to make the door faft, and come to 
her bed-fide. This being complied with, 
the firft thing fhe did was to weep afrelh, 
and then laying hold of Stella's hands, 
file bathed them with tears, and groaned 
and fobbed in a mofl lamentable manner. 
Stella endeavoured to ccnnfort her, giv- 
ing her hopes that her daughter would 
foon be recovered again, as her ravilhers 
were purfucd by fo many people. I wifh 
Ihe may never return, faid Cave, weeping 
ftill more and morej I wifh fhe may" 
never be found, repeated fhe again, and 
that this was all my grief : but I muflb 
blame her mofl ; nay, I mufl, and curfe 
the hour I brought her into the world. 
Look here, faid flie, putting a paper 
into Stella's hands ; look and fatisfy your- 
felf, what a fine companion you have had i 
and read in this letter the lentence of my 
death, and my child's bfamy. Here 
Cave began weeping again, while SteiU 
perufed the following note; which you 
YOU may read if yoU think fit. 
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, ?' Y O U ought not to doubt the truth 
of what I have often told you, about my 
quality and fortune, fince there is no pro- 
bability that I jfhould deceive a perfcn, to 
whom I cannot recommend myfelf but by 
my fincerity. This, fair Angelica, is the 
only way by which I can merit youi^ 
favour; and therefore you may fafely 
promifc to grant my requeft, which I 
cannot, nor fhall, defire to obtain, till I 
have convinced you of my reality." 

As foon as Ihe had perufed the letter^' 
Cave afked her if ihe knew the hand ? As 
well as my own, replied Stella: it is 
Leander's, my brother's fervant, who 
writes out all our parts. This is the 
]traitor that will break my heart, faid the 
poor woman -, fee if he has not contrived 
It fairly, added Ihe, giving another letter 
of the fame Leander's writing into madam 
Stella's hands; which you may read as 
follows, word for word. 

"It refts only in you to complete my 
happinefs, by continning in the lame re- 
folution you were m two days fince. My 
father's teaant, who is ufed to fupply me 
with money, has fent me a hundred 
piftoles, and a brace of good horfes, 
which will be more than fufiicient to carry 
U3 both into England ; and being there, 
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I am much deceived^ if a fether, wfiao 
loves his only fori mote than his 6wn lifc^ 
doth not quickly condefcend to grant all 
his ^efires, to make him return again.'* 

. Well, faid Cave, what think you now 
of your companion, and your brother'^ 
fervant? What think you of that girl^ 
^hom I have bred up with fo much care ; 
and that young fellow, whofe wh and 
difcretion we have fo often admired ? My 
greateft wonder is, that they were never 
obferved to fpeak to one another; and 
that my daughter's fprightly humour 
fcemed not in the leaft to incline her to* 
love ; and yet fhe is in love, my deareft- 
Stella; and fo defparately, that it difcovers 
as much madnefs as affeftion. ' I found 
her this very day writing to her Leander^ 
in fuch paflionate expreffions, that, if I 
had not furprized her myfelf, I could 
never have believed it. You never have 
heard her fpeak fuch language vet: ahf 
had I not torn her letters in my lury, you 
would have been convinced that, at fix- 
teen^ fhe knows as much as thofe who 
have praftlfed coquetry all -their lives. I 
carried her afide into the grove, whence 
ftie was taken from me, to chide her for 
the ill returns Ihe had made me, for all 
jriic pains and trouble I had undergone 

an 
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«n her account. I will acquaint you mth 
my fufFcrtngs, added fhe, and then j^idge* 
you, whether ever any daughter was more 
obliged to love her mother. Stella knew^ 
not what to anfwer to thefc juft com- 
plaints; and befidcs, it was wifdom ta 
let her affliftion take its courfc only- 
Saying if he was fb fond of the daughter, 
why (hould he-abufe the mother? Nay^ 
i cannot tell, anfwered Cave ; for one of 
his company, who had laid hold on me^ 
l^at me unmercifully 5 r^ay, ftruck me 
fcveral tinies, after I had done ftruggling 
with him. Befides, if he be as rich as he 
pretends, why docs he Ileal away my 
child? Cave thus continued to lament^ 
Stella ftill comforting her as well as (he 
could. The niiafter of the houfe came td 
know how fhe did, and to acquaint her 
that there was a coach ready at her fer- 
•vicc, if Ihe defined to return to Mans ; 
but ihe begged the liberty to remain 
there that night, to which he readily 
confented. Stella ftayed" there alfo to 
keep her company, while fome ladies of 
Mans took Inezilla into a coach with " 
them, (he being unwilling to ftay longer 
from her huiband. Roquebrune, who 
could not civily leave the two aftrefle^, 
was very fi)rry he could not wait upon 

Inezilla^ 
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JneziUa -, but we cannothave every thioj 
we defire in this world,, therefore he mui 
be contented*. 


CHAR. xxiy. 

Jnd that*s alF. 

THE radiant fun fhone perpendi- 
cularly upon our Antipodes, and: 
lent no more light to his fifter than (he 
had need of to guide her ftcps in a very 
dark night. A profoiind filence over-, 
fpread all the earth, unlefs where critics, 
Qwls, or ferenading fools are found: In 
fliort, all nature lay hufhed in fleep (or, 
at lead, all nature ought to have been 
aQeep) except- fome poets, who had 
cramp verfes to meafure; fome unfor- 
tunate lovers, who anticipated their own 
hell ; and all other animals both rational 
and irrational, who had that night any 
thing elfe to do. It were needlels to tell 
you, Deftiny was one of thofe that did 
not fleep, no more than the ravifhers of 
Angelica, whom he purfued as faft as he 
could gallop, though his way was ofte*: 
^bfcured by the officious clouds, which 
mbbed the earth of the feeble light of th^ 
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pyyon. Dcftiny had a tender love fot 
Mrs, Cave, both becaufe (he deferved it, 
and becaufe he was fecure of her affec^ 
tions; nor was her daughter lefs dear to 
him; for miftrefs Stella being obliged to 
continue on the ftage, he could not have 
found in all the drolling companies 
throughout the kingdom, two women 
more virtuous than they, and fitter fo? 
her companions. Not but that fome of 
their profeffion are virtuous ; yet, accord^ 
ing to the general opinion or the world, 
who, perhaps, however, may be miftaken, 
they have lefs of virtue than of paint 
.or old embroidery. But to go on witl* 
our proper bufinefs : our generous droller 
gallopped after thofe raviihers, with more 
fwiftnefs and animofity, than the Lapytha^ 
^id after the- Centaurs. He firft went 
through a long wa]k, into which, opened 
the garden-door, from whence Angelica 
had been carried away ; and having galr 
lopped awhile, ftruck at a venture mto a 
little dirty lane. This lane was full of 
wheel-tracks and Hones, and though it 
was nK)on-ihine, yet the darknefs was 
.foch, that Deftiny coidd not perfuade his 
fteed to go fafter than a broken pace. 
He was inwardly curfing this crabbed 
ymjy when he lelt either a man or ^ 
\ devJL 


^f^ T'H E COMIC 

devil Icapifltg on horfeback behind tiim^ 
juid chfping his h^nds about his neck* 
Deftiny was terribly frightened, anct his^ 
horfe fo much jftartlcd^ that he had ccr* 
tainly thrown his riderj had not the phan^ 
torn who invcfted him within his arms^ 
kept him firm on the faddle*^ His horie 
run away with him, lik^ a horfe in at 
fright, while Dfeftiny continued to fpur^ 
not knowing what he did, amazed to feel 
two naked arms about his neck, and juflr 
at his cheek a cold face, which breathed 
time to the cadence o( their motioD; 
The race proved lolig, a6 the lane wal 
not a Ibort one r at laft, at the entrance 
upon a heath, the horfe abitted his irn^ 
petuous courfe, and Deftiny his fearj 
lor cuftom brings us by degrees to besit 
with the moft frightfui things* The 
«noon now Ihone with a clearer lights 
on purpofe-to let him fee, that he had 
2 large man ftark naked behind him, and 
a face next to his, as frightful as the 
devil. He did not afk who he was, 
{whether out of good manners or not F 
cannot tell) but ftill kept his horfe on 
a gallop, though by this time he too be- 
gan to breathe fhort and thkk ; but when 
it was leaft expefted, the hind rider 
di^pped off on the ground, and fell a 

laughing. 
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Iwghing. Deftiny p«t on his horfc full 
laft, and looking behind him, faw thb 
phantom running as faft as he could to* 
wards the place from whence he canoe* 
Deftiny confeffed fince^ that no man: 
€ould be more frightened than he was at 
that time. About a hundred fteps far* 
ther, he came to a great road, that led 
him to a hamlet, where he found all the 
dogs aWake,. which made him thinks that 
thofe he purfued might have gone that 
way. In order to be informed, he did all 
he could to rouze the inhabitants of three 
w fror hotrfcs that ftood on the road^ 
but could not prevail; nay, he was in- 
fulted and barjked at by the dogs to boot. 
At lengthy hearing a child cry in the lafl: 
houfe he met with, he caCifed the door to 
be opened with fevere threats* and there 
karnt of a woman, trembling in her 
fmock, that ibme troopers had gone 
through their town juft before> carrying 
leith them a lady who wept like a child* 
and that they had much ado to ftill her 
feoife. He told the fame woman the ad-* 
venture he had with the naked man; and 
file informed him» that he was a peafant 
of their village who was run mad, and 
roved up and down. However, what 
this^ woman told him about thoie trooptr^ 
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who went through that town, encouraged 
him to go farther, and make hina requeft 
his fteed to mend his pace. I will not 
recount how often he ftumbled, and was 
frighted at his own fliadow : it is enough 
to inform you, that Dcftiny loft his way 
through a wood, and, riding fometimes 
in the dark, and fometimes in the moon- 
fhine, at laft met with break of day near 
a country farm, where he thought fit to 
let his horfe feed, and where we will 
leave him for the prcfent. 


CHAP. XXV. 

Of the Bcots. 

WHILST Deftiny was purfuing out hit 
way in the dark, in chafe of thofe 
that had ftolen Angelica, Rancour^ and 
Olive, who did not take her rape fo much 
to heart, run not quite fo faft as he •, and 
befides, as they were on foot, it therefore 
could hot be expefted that they could 
go far ; wherefore, having found in the 
next village an inn ftill open, they went 
in there and aflced for a bed. The houfe 
being full, they were (hewn up into a 
joftm, where a perfon lay^ (either a 
r .. gentleman. 
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gentkman or plebeian, I can*t tell which) 
vfho had flipped in the inn », and be-' 
ing upon bufincfs which required hafte, 
but which never came to my knowledge, 
intended to be gone by break . of day. 
The arrival of our ftroJkrsdid not favour 
his defign o£ getting betimes on horfe- 
^ back ; for they waked him out of his firft 
fleep, for which, perhaps, he curfed them 
in his heart: yet the fight. of two men 
that looked fomething Tike gentlemen, 
was undoubtedly the realbn why he did 
not complain aloud. Rancour, whofe 
behaviour was tolerably genteel, firft 
begged his pardon for their interrupting 
his repofe^ and then alked him from 
whence he came. . He told him from 
Anjou, and w&s going to Normandy^ 
about bufin<& that required hafte. Ran** 
cour went on with his queftionswhile he 
was undrefling himfelf, and the flieeta 
airing ; but as, they were all impertinent, 
aad of^no benefit, to either, efpecially the 
poor man whom he had waked, . he was. 
defired to forbear, and fuffer him to gob 
to fleep. Rancour begged his pardoa 
heartily, and,: at the fame time, fel£-loye 
baniftiing the love of his neighbour out of 
his breaft, he refolved to appiropriate.tQ 
his ufe a pair p/. new boots, which tbq; 
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cftler^s boy had brought into the reom^ 
afttr having cleaned thena. Oltve, wbo^ 
at that time had only a mind to fleepv 
went into bed, whiift Rascour fct by th^ 
fire, not fo much to fee the faggot they 
had lighted burnt out, as to fatisfy his 
noble ambition, of having a new pair of 
boots. As foon therefore as he thought 
the man whom he was about to rob, was- 
£ift afleep, he took his boots, not forget* 
ing his ihirts^ which ftood at the bedV 
feet; and having put them on without 
ftockings, went thus booted and fpurred 
into bed to Oliver it is probable he lay 
as near the bed>fide as he could, kft his 
armed legs might to«)di the naked ones of 
his bed-fellow, who wo^d, in fuch cafc^ 
undoubtedly have raiicd anoife about this 
new way of lying betwixt fbeets, and by 
that mieans make his plot mifcarry, Tho- 
remaining part of the night was preoy 
quiet : Rancour flept, or at leaft diffem^ 
bled fleep. The cocks crew j day came,. 
and the man who lay in the fame room^. 
having ordered a fire to be kindled, roie 
and began to drefs* When he went to- 
put on his boots, a maid of&red him 
Kancoor's old one?, which he flung down. 
;with contempt : the maid obftinately 
Maintained they were his i whereupon he- 
r • fell 
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fell iffeo a great paflTion, and made ^ 
-^vililh ©otffe. . The innJcoepcr canoe up 
upon, this occafion, and fwore, upon tl^ 
laith of an honeft hoft, that there were 
s^ I other boots befides his, oot only in 
bth houfe, but alio in ail the village, the 
l^acToa hinErfeif never going on horfeback* 
Upofi this, he began to enteruin him with 
the good qualities of the parfon, and to 
tell him how h^ came by his living, and 
liow long he had bew^ pofieffion of it. 
The inn-keeper'« idle talk made the tra- 
veller loiib all pfttience. In the mean 
tiiaoe Rancour ami Olive, who had waked 
at the notfe, took cognizance of the mai«- 
ter ; Rancour exa^erated the enormity 
and heinoufnefs of the faA, and told the 
innrkeeper, it was a irery bad affair. I 
cace no more for a pair of new boots^ 
than for ^n eld pair of (hoes, laid the 
poor bootlefs man to Rancour, were it 
iiot that I am upon bufmefs of great inv 
portance, for a man of quality, whom 
1 would chufe to fervre before my owa 
father •, and if I could buy other boots, 
I'd give any price for them, were they 
never fo bad. Rancour, who fat up in 
die bed, fhrugged up now and then his 
ifaoulders, and. anfw€;red him nothing, 
ii;eepiog his eyes J&ill iixed on the inn^ 
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keeper, his maid, and the Wrcfch thafi 
loft them.- The poor man -in the mean^ 
time began to -fret like a madman, and 
perhaps defigned to hang himfclf, when 
Rancour, out of ah unexampled and un^ 
Wonted gerierofity, cried aloud, thrufting 
himfelf into the bed, like one who was 
almoft dead for want of fleep, Zounds, ' 
fir, don't keep fuch a noife about your 
boots, but rather take mine, fo you will 
but let us fleep, as we did you laft night. 
The unfortunate manj who now cealed 
to be fo fince he had found a pair of boots, 
had much ado, to believe his own ears. 
He muttered up a deal of nonfenfe to re- 
turn thanks, and uttered them fo paflSon- 
ately, that Rancour feared left he' fliould 
come at laft and embrace him. He there- 
fore cried out in a great pafTion, fwearing 
moft heartily. Zounds, fir, what a trou- 
blefome fellow you are, both, when you 
iofc your boots, and when you thank 
thofe that furnilh you again. Once 
more, take mine in God's name; and all 
I aflc for them, is only, that you would 
let' me fleep, or elfe give me my boots 
again, and then make as much noife as 
you pleaie. He began ^to open his mouth 
in order to reply, when Rancour cried 
out. Good God L let me fl[^p, or let me 
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liavc my boots, one or the other. ' The 
inn-keeper, who by this time had^a great 
refpe£b for Rancour, from his imperious 
way of fpeaking, thruft his gueft out of 
the chamber, well knowing that he would 
have the laft word, like one who was 
highly thankful for a pair of boots fo 
generoufly beftowed : however, he was 
obliged to leaye the room, and go into 
the kitchen to put on his boots, when 
Kancour began to deep with more tran- 
quility than he had done in the nighty 
his fleepy faculty not being now difturb- 
cd, either by his wakeful defire of fteal- 
ing a pair of boots, or the fear of being 
taken in the £&&. As for Olive, who had 
made a better ufe of his time, he got up 
eariy, called for fome wine, and fell a 
drinking, which was the bed thing h^ 
could do. Rancour flept till eleven, ai}d, 
as he was dreffing, Ragotin happened to 
come into the room. He had been that 
morning vifiting the adrelTes at their 
toilet, and Stella having told him fhe had 
but little reafon to think him one of their 
.friends, fince he did not go after her 
companion as well as the reft, he pro* 
-mifed not to return to M^s till he had 
learned news of her : but not finding s 
horie, either fpr love or money, he could 

. never 
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inever have kept his promife, had not' i 
miller lent him his mule, which &e 
^nounted without boots, and £> arrived 
'(as I &id before) at the vHlage where the 
two ftrollers had lain. Rancour had z 
ftrange ready wit ; for he no fboner faw 
Ragotin in &oes, but he thou^it fortune 
iiad favoured him with an opportunity of 
concealing his theft, which he was before 
ffiuch in pain to do. Wherefore he pre- 
lently deiired him to lend him his (hoes, 
^nd to take Jiis boots, which, being new, 
iiurt one of his feet. Ragotin accepted 
his propofal with much joy, for as he rid 
along, the tongue of the ftirrup-bucklc 
had torn his dockings, which made him 
fieartily to wifli for a pair of boots. No w^ 
to acknowledge the favour in fome mea« 
iure, he paid for the player's dinner, as weU 
as his own and his mule's. And becaufe 
iince his late fall (when the carabine went 
off betwixt his legs) he had made an oath 
tiever to beftride again the back of any 
faddle«beaft, without firft taking care of 
his fafety, he therefore made uie of a 
block ; ye(« with all this precaution, he 
•had much ado to get into the pack-faddle. 
His brain was too mercurial to be judid- 
cus ; a fign of which was his turning up 
ihe tops q£ his boots to his waiil, which 
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limdered him from having the free ufe of 
his hams, which naturally were noiie of 
-the moft vigorous. However, Ragotlft 
i)eing mourned, and the flrollers on foot, 
they fet forwards on their journey, and 
followed the next road tj»ey came to. A $ 
they were going along, Ragotia opened 
b\s mind to the ftrollers, and told them 
his defign of turning phtyer, ftnd adding 
in their company ; protcfting that thought 
he did not doubt in a fhort time he fhould 
f rove the bcft aftor in the kingdom, yet 
lie did not expecft any pro6t from his 
profeflion; but what he did was only out 
of,t:.uriofity, and to let the world know^ 
he was fit for any thing he had ^ mind to 
tmdertake. Rancour and Olive fortified 
him inh is noble defign, and, what with 
commending and encou]:aging him, they 
put him at laft into fo good a humour, 
that fix>m his high ilation, he began to 
repeat verfes out of Theophilus's Pyramus 
^nd Thifbe. Certain peafants who. attend- 
ed a loadon cart, and were going the 
fame way, hearing him fpeak with the 
-cmphafis d£ an enthufiasft, thought he was 
preaching; and while he rehearfed im 
.heroics, they walked cap in haad before 
him, refpeding him like a high-w^ 
•preacher. a 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

The bijiory of Mrs. Cave. 

TH E two women-ftroUers. whom we 
left in the houfe from whence An- 
gelica had been ftolen, had no better a 
night's reft than Deftiny. Stella went 
into the fame bed with Mrs, Cave ; both 
not to leave her alone in her defpair, and 
to endeavour by gentle perfualions to al- 
leviate her afflidbion. At laft, finding {o 
juft a grief did not want reaibns to defend 
itfcif, fhc ufed no arguments to oppofe 
it ; only, to make a diverfion, began to 
complain of her hard fate, as much as 
her bed-fellow did of her's-, and thus 
cunningly engaged her to relate her ad- 
veptures, the more eafily, becaufe at that 
junfture the poor woman would not allow 
any body to be more unfortunate than 
hcrfelf. She therefore dried thofc tears 
that trickled down her cheeks in abun- 
dance, and, fetching a deep figh, thus be- 
gan to tell her ftory. I was born a play- 
er ; the daughter of one whom I never 
heard had any other relations but players. 
My mother was daughter to a merchaitt 
cf Marfeilles, who m& bellowed her in 
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ttStriage on my father, as a recompence 
for venturing his life to defend him againft 
* gally-officer (as much in love with my 
mother, as he was hated by her) who 
had attacked him to his difadvantage. 
This was an extraordinary fortune to my 
father; for without being put to the 
trouble of fuing and wooing, he married 
fl wife, young, beautiful, and richer thaft 
fl ftrollcr could ever pretend to. Hi§ 
father-in-law endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave his profeflion, and betake 
himfclf to the bufinefs of a merchant, as 
the rhore profitable and creditable emr 
ployment of the two. But my mother, 
who was a great lover of plays, hindered 
him from leaving the ftage ; though, to 
give him his due, he was inclined to fol- 
low his wife's father's advice, as one that 
knew much better than flie, that a play* 
cr*s life is not ft) happy as it appears to 
be. My father left Marfeilles foon after 
his marriage, and carried away my mother 
to make her firlt campaign, flie being 
more impatient than he ^ fo that in a little > 
time, he made her an excellent player* 
She proved with child the firft year of 
their marriage, and was brought to bed 
of me behind the fcenes : a year after I 
had a brother whom I loved dearly, and 
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ibjr whom I was miw:h beloved. Otir- 
^Company was made up of our family, 
•and three other players, one of which had 
^ wife who afted under parts* Upon a 
holiday, going through a fmall town in 
Perigord, my mother, the other player 
;and I on the cart that carried cur bag- 
gage, and our men on foot to guard us, 
cur little caravan was on the iuddcn at- 
tacked by feven or eight ugly fellows, fo 
very drunk, that meaning only to fr^ht 
us with (hooting off a giin, I fek their 
Aot all over me, and my mother received 
a dangerous wound i« the arm. They 
ffeized my father and two of his com- 
panions, before they were in a pofturc ta 
defetid rhemfelves, and beat them unmer- 
cifully. My brother^ and the youngeft 
ttf our men fled away, and ever .fince I 
could never hear of my brother. The in- 
babitants of the town joined with thofc 
that had offered us this outrageous vio- 
lence, and caufed our Cart to go back. 
This eager mob ran fiercely, like people 
'srho have got a great booty, and arc 
willing to fecure it, and made fuch a 
ftoife that they did not hear one another 
fpeak. After ^n hour's march, they car- 
ried us into a caftle, which we bad no 
iboner entered, but we heard feveral 

people 
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people cry out with great joy, that the 
. gipfies were taken i whereby, we found 
their miftake, which gave us not a Kttte- 
comfort.. The mare that drew our cart 
fell down dead with fatigue, having been;^ 
hard ^put to it, and fbundly beaten. The 
perfon to whom the mare belonged, and 
of whom the company had hired her, fell; 
a roaring after as lamentable a manner as. 
if her hufband had been dying : at the 
fame time my mother felt fuch a violent 
pain in her arm, that (he fainted away,', 
while my cries drowned thofe that were 
exerted upon account of the mare. The 
noife we made, together with the halloo- 
ing of the rude rabble, and of the drunken: 
fellows who brought us thither, caufed 
the lord of the caftle to come out of a 
parlour, attended by four' or five ill-look- 
ing men in red cloaths. His firft queftion 
was. Where, wTiere are the thieving: 

gipfies ? Which put us in a terrible 
ight; but feeing none but fair faces, 
among us, he then alked my father who 
he was ; and had no fooner heard that we 
were a wretched company of players, but 
with an impetuous paffion, at which we 
all wondered, and fwearing after as furious 
a manner as ever I heard a man, he 
charged with his fword thofc that had 
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feized us, and caufed them to difappear ia 
a moment, fomc wounded, and the reft 
in a terrible fright. The mob being thus 
dilpers'd, he commanded my father and 
{lis companions to be unbound, the wo- 
men to be carried into a room, and our 
goods to be laid up fafe. Some cham- 
ber-maids came to wait upon us, and got 
a bed ready for my mother, who found 
herfelf very ill of the wound in her arm. 
Soon after, a man that looked like a 
Reward, came to exprefs his mafl:er*s con- 
cern for the rude ufage we had received, 
lie told us, that the fcoundrels who had 
made fo unlucky a miftake, fneaked 
away, moft of them foundly beaten, or 
1an:e, and that a furgeon had been fent 
for from the next town to drefs my mo- 
ther's arm ; afterwards he alked us very 
carneftly, whether they had taken any 
thing from us, and advifed us to view our 
goods, and fee if there was any thing 
wanting. At night they brought us our 
fupper into our room ; the furgeon came, 
my mother's wound was dreffed, and ftie 
went to bed in a violent fever. The 
next day the lord of the caftle fent for 
the players, enquired of them how my 
mother did, and told them he would not 
ijLiffer her to go out of his houfe before 
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fee was perfeftly recovered. He was fa 
obliging as to fend men up and down the 
country to enquire after my brother and 
the young player with whom he fled 
away, but they could not be founds 
which misfortune increafed my mother's 
diftemper. A phyfician and a furgeon 
(more fkiiful than he who drefled her 
wound firft) were fent for from a neigh- 
bouring town, and in a fhort time our 
. good ufage in the caftle made us forget 
the violence we had fufFered. The lord 
at whofe houfc we were entertained, was 
a very rich man, more feared than loved 
through all the country ; as violent in all 
his aftions as a governor of a frontier 
town, and one who had the reputation of 
being as brave as Hercules. His name 
was the baron de Sigognac : at this pre- 
fent he can be no lefs than a marquis, but 
in thofe days he was only a petty tyrant of 
Perigord. A company of gipfies who 
had lain in his lordihip's bam, ftole away 
fonre horfes out of a park where he kept , 
mares for breed, at a league diftance 
from his caftle-, and' the men that were 
lent to purfue them, miftook us for them, 
to our coft. My mother being now per- 
fedly well, my father ^i his com- 
panions, to exprefe their gratitude for 
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their kind entertmnment, as far as poor 
ftrolfers were able, offered to aft in the 
eafUe as long as the baron de Sigogn^u: 
fliould defirc it. An over-grown page,, 
at kaft four and twenty years old, who 
was undoubtedly the niafter of all the 
pages in the kingdom, and "a fort of gen- 
tleman-waiter, ftudied the parts of my 
brodier, and of the player with whom he 
/an away. And now bufy fame pro- 
claimed through all the country, that 2 
(tompany of ftrollers were to aft a play at 
the baron dc Sigognac's :' abundance of 
Perigordine gentry were invited to the 
fliow, and when the page was perfedt in 
his part, which he found fo d^cuk to 
learn, that they were obliged to cut and 
reduce it to two lines, we afted Game's 
Roger and Bradamante. The aflembly 
was very fine, the room well lighted, tte 
ftage convenient, and the fcenes adapted 
to the fubjedt. We all endeavoured to 
do our beft, and we afted with general 
applaufe. My mother, in the habit of an 
Amazon, appeared as beautiful as an 
angel; and, though her late indifpofition 
made her look a little pale, yet the bright- 
nefs of her complexion obfcured all the 
lights in the room. Though I have great 
reafon to be very melancholly, yet can- 
not 
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not I forbear laughing whenever I think 
how ridiciiloufly the page afted his part 5 
neither mufl: my ill humour rob you of 
this pleafing paiTage: perhaps you n\ay 
not find it fuch; but I can aflure you, it 
made all the company laugh heartily, and 
I have laughed at it an hundred times 
fince •, but whether it was. laughable, or 
becaufe I am one of thofe who laugh 
at a very fmall matter^ I fhan't pretend 
to determine. He afted the duke of 
Aymon's. page, and had but two lines to' 
fpeak in all the play •, when the old man 
reprimanded his daughter Bradamante for 
refufing to marry the emperor's Xon, (be* 
caufe fhe was in love with Rogero) the^ 
page fays to his maftcr. 

Come in 9 my hrdy and let ms Uawttheftreef'^ • 
I /te you/eem to Utter on your F E B^» 

Our page, however, though his part: 
was eafy enough to remember, yet mur- 
dered the fecond verfe, and faid veryv 
aukwardiy, and trembling Uke amale^. 
faftor, 

Comt in 9 my hrdy etndht ms kawe the ftreet, . ^ 
Ijte you feem to totter on your L E G ^, 

This falfe rhime furprized every body; . 
he that afted Aym.on's part burft out a 
laughing, andwas^ no longer able to rc- 
'3 O 5^ pjfefent: 
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prcfent an angry old man. All the attf 
dience laughed as well as he; and I my* 
felf, who was then peeping^ through the 
hangings to fee and be feen, laughed alio 
to fuch a degree that I was ready to drop 
down. The matter of the houfe, who 
was one of thofe melancholy perfons who 
laugh but feldom, and never at a fmali 
matter, found his page's want of memory 
and his aukward Way of reciting verfcs^. 
fo laughable a fubjcfb, that, he endanger- 
ed his burfting by endeavouring to pre^ 
ferve his gravity; but at laft he was obliged 
to laugh as well as the reil ; and his meik 
have told us fince, that they never knewi 
him fo well pleafed in all their lives. 
Now, as he had great authority in thac 
country, there was not one perfon of the 
whole audience but laughed as much m 
he, or perhaps more, out of complaifance^ 
'or a natural inclination. 

But I am afraid, left I iiave imitat- 
ed thofe who preface a tale with. Til 
tell you a ftory that will make you die 
with laughing ; but feldom or ever are as 
good as their words : for I muft confelk 
I raifed your expeftation too high about 
the fimplicity of my page. Not at all, 
anfwered Stella, I have found it fuch as 
you made me expeft it.^ it is true, the 
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thing might have feemed more ridiculous 
to thofe that law it, than it will to fuch as 
ihall only hear it related; but the auk- 
wardncfs of the poor page muft have cx>n- 
tributed much to the caufe of your mirth; 
and, befides, the time, the place, and 
the natural inclination we have to laugh 
for company's fake, are all advantages it 
cannot have now. Cave made no farther 
apology, but refumcd her ftory where Ihe 
had left off. 

After, continued fhe, that both the 
adtors and the audience had laughed as 
much as their rifible faculties would give 
them leave, the baron de Sigognac or- 
dered his page to come again on the 
ftage, in order to mend his fault, or 
rather to make new fport for the com- 
pany : but the page (the greateft looby 
ever I faw) refufed to obey the pofi- 
tive commands of the fevereft mafter 
in the world. The baron took his denial 
as he was prompted by his hafty temper; 
that is to fay, very ill ; and his refent- 
ment, which ought to have been fniall, 
hajd he been ruled by reafon, proved 
afterwards the fatal caufe of the grcat^ 
misfortune that could befall ^u§. Our 
tragedy was honoured with the applaufc 
•f the whole audience v and the farce was 
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ftill better received than the tragedy ; as 
generally happens every where except in 
.Paris. Th'e baron de Sigognac, and the 
reft of the gentlemen his neighbours, were 
fo well pleafed with h, that they defired to 
fee us aft again. All the gentlemen ctab- 
bed to make a prefent to our company,, 
every one according to his generofity •, the 
baron (hewed them the way, and the 
play was given out for the next holiclay- 
We played a whole month before thele 
Perigordrnc gentry ; during which time 
we were treated and careffed both by mei* 
and women ; and befides, our company 
was prefcnted-with fome change of cloaths- 
in very tolerable condition. The baroa 
entertained us at his own table ; his fer- 
vants were extremely officious in waiting; 
vpon us, and often told us how much 
they were obliged to us for their matter's 
good humour, whdm they found quite 
altered finee plays had civilized his rough 
manners. The page alone looked uponr 
«s as people that had blafted his reputa- 
tion for ever ; and the line he had Ijpoil- 
ed, and which every body in the houfe^ 
even to the very Icullion, repeated to 
him often in raillery, was a cruel ftab ta 
him, for which he at laft refolved to be 
revenged upon Ibmc one or other of our 
company. Upon 
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Upon a certain day, when the baron 
tfe Sigognac had affemblcd his neighbours 
and tenants, to rid his woods of a great' 
number of wolves that harboured there^ 
and by which the country was very 
much annoyed ; my father and his fellow- 
ftroUers accompanied him each with ap 
gun, as did alfo his fervants. The un- 
lucky page went along with them, and^ 
having found the opportunity he looked 
for, to put his ill defign againft us irr 
execution, he no fooner efpied my father 
and his comrades feparated from the reft,, 
and giving one another powder and fhot 
to load their guns, but he prefcnted his* 
piece at them from behind a tree, and 
fhot my unhappy father with two bullets : 
his comrades were fo biify in fupporting- 
liim, that they never thought at firft to 
purfue the murderer, who fled from his 
fervice and country two days after, oiv 
heanng that my father was dead of his 
Ivounds. My mother grieved at her lols 
to fuch a degree, that it almoft broke her 
heart ^ (he fell fick again, and I was as 
much afflifted as it was poflibie for a girl 
of my years. My mother's illneis prov- 
ing a lingering difeafe, the men and 
women that belonged to our company, 
took their leaves of the baron de Sigognac, 
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and went to fcek their fortune with feme 
other ftroUers. My mother lay fick for 
above two months, but at laft recovered ^ 
having, during that time, received fuch 
tokens of generofity and kindnels from 
the barpn de Sigognac, as were little to 
be expefted from a man who was ftigma- 
tized for being the greateft tyrant that 
ever made himfelf feared in a country 
where each arbitrary fiDol of fortune pre- 
fumes to domineer. His fervants, who 
never found any humanity or civility in 
him before, wondered to fee him convcrfe 
with us, after the moft kind and obliging 
manner in the world. One might have 
thought he was in love with my mother^ 
but that he feldom fpoke to her, and 
never came into our room (where wc 
ufed to take our meals) after jmy father's 
death, and only fent often to know how 
fhe did: however, the country people 
talking as if my mother had indulged him 
in too many familiarities, fhe, at length, 
confidcred it as incompatible with de- 
<;ency to ftay any longer in the houfe of a 

{)erfon of his quality, and refolved upon 
eaving it and retiring to her father's ai: 
Marieilles, She therefore acquainted th« 
baron with her intentions -, returned him 
thanks for all his kind ufage to us, and 

^efired 
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dcfired him to add, one favour more to 
thofe we had already received ; which 
was, to lend us faddle-horfes for herfelf 
and me, till we came to a^ certain town ; 
and a cart to carry our littie baggage, 
which Ihe defi^ned to fell to the firft man 
that would give her any thing for it* 
The baron was much furprized at my 
mother's requeft 5 nor was fhe in a lefs 
furprifc than he, on finding he would 
neither grant or deny it. 

The next day the curate of one of the 
churches within his lordfliip's prefenta- 
tion, came to vifit us in our chamber, 
accompanied by his niece, a good-natured 
and agreeable ^irl, with whom I was in- 
timately acquainted. While we were 
walking in the garden of the caftle, her 
uncle was alone with my mother: the 
curate had a long converlation with her, 
and did not leave her till fupper-time. 
When I came back, I found my mother 
melanchoUy and fuU of thought ; I afked 
her three or four times what was the mat- 
ter 5 but could get no anfwer from her, 
only (he fell a weeping, and fb I wept for 
company, without knowing why I did 
fo. At laft (he bid me Ihut the cham* 
ber-door, and then told me (weeping 
ftill more than before) that the curate 

had 
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fiad informed her, that the baron dc* 
Sigognac was defperately- in love with 
her, and aflurcd her befides, that he had 
fo great a refpeft for her, that he never 
durft declare (either by himfelf or others) 
his paffion for her, without offering her 
marriage at the fame time. Here 'fhc^ 
flopped, being almoft fufFocated with^ 
fighs and fobs : I afked her once again, . 
Wat aird her ? What ! daughter, Jaid (he 
to me, have I not faid enough to let yott: 
tinderftand that I am the molt wretched 
woman in the world ? I told her I did not 
think it fo great a misfortune for a player 
to become a lady of quality. Alas ! dear * 
child, faid (he, you talk like a young girl . 
that knows nothing of the worlds What.: 
(added (he) if he Ihould deceive the curate- 
in order to deceive me ? If he does not* 
defign to marry me, as he would per- 
fuade me he docs, have I not reafon to- 
fear all manner of violence, from a man* 
fo much a (lave to his paflions i And if he 
really defigns to marry me, and I confent- 
to it, what woman in the world can be. 
more miferable than myfelf when his- 
beftial pafTion is once palled } How^ 
great is his hatred like to prove, if' 
ever he (hould repent loving me .^ No,, 
no, daughter continued (he, fortune is 

note 
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not fo favourable as thou imagincfk : nay, 
rather, ftie defigns to aggravate my load of 
woe ; for after having deprived nae of a 
hufband whom . I loved, and by whom I 
was beloved, ihe oaw would force one 
upon me, who perhaps will hate me, and 
oblige me to hate him too. Her grief, 
which I thought unreafonabk, increafed 
to fuch degree, that fhe was like to be 
ftifled with it, whilft I helped her to un- 
drefs herfelf, I comforted her as well as 
I could, and endeavoured to abate her 
affliction, with all the arguments a girl 
of my years was able to frame ; not for* 
getting to telkher, that the obliging- and 
refpedful behaviour which the rougheft 
©f 2^1 men bad ever Ihewn in converting 
with us^, fecmed to be a good omen^ 
efpeciaBy that of his want of aflurance ia . 
difcoverrng his paflion to a woman, whofc 
profeffion is rather apt to embolden a 
man in his addrefles, than infpire him 
with awful refpeft. My mother fuffercd 
me to fpeak all I thought fit, and went ta 
bed very much afflifted, but cherifhed 
her grief all night long, mftead of fleep- 
ing. I alfo endeavoured, for the fake 
of good manners, to refift fleep -, but at 
laft was obliged to yield to the pleafing^ 
affuager of borrow. My mother got up 

early 
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early in the morning, and when I awaked 
I found her akeady drefled, and tolerably 
well compofed. I was in great pain R> 
know what refolution Ihe had taken ; fori 
to tell you truth, I flattered myfelf with 
, my mother's future greatnefs, in cafe the 
baron was fincere and honourable in his 
addreflfes, and my mother willing to grant 
his fuit. The thoughts of hearing my 
mother called my lady baronefs, filled 
my mind with delight, and ambition be- 
gan to inflame my youthful breaft. 

Mrs. Cave was thus recounting her 
ftory, and Stella liftening to her with 
^reat attention, when they heard fomc- 
body tread in their chamber 5 which ftart- 
led them the more, as they remembered 
to have fattened the door with the bolt* 
The noife continued, and Cave demanded 
Who is there? No anfwer was made$ 
but a moment after. Cave faw at the 
bed*s-feet (the curtains being open) the 
figure of a peribn whom flie heard figh, 
and who, leaning on the bed, refl:ed on 
her feet. She fat up, to view the thing 
nearer which had frightened her ; and be- 
ing fully refol ved to ^eak to it, Ihe reach- 
ed her head out of the bed ; on which it 
immediately difappeared. Though com- 
pany often creates courage, yet fometimes 

our 
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©ur fears are not dccreafed by being fliar- 
ed with another. Cave was frightened be- 
caufe ihe had feen nothing, and Stella 
becaufe j(he faw her companion afraid. 
They both thruft themfelves into the bed, 
covered their heads with the bed-cloaths, 
and lay clofe, not daring alnioft to fpeak 
to each other for fear. At laft Cave told 
Stella, that her poor daughter muft be 
dead, and that it was her ghoft which 
came to figh by her. Stella was, perhaps, 
going to reply, when they heard the thing 
walk again in the room ; fo fhe prlidently 
changed her defign, and thruft herfeU" 
deeper bto the bed than fhe had done 
• before; but Cave, emboldened by the 
thought that it was her daughter's ghoft, 
fat up again in the bed, and feeing the 
fame thing appear, fighing as before, and 
leaning on her feet, reached ouf her hand 
and felt a very rough one •, which oc- 
cafioned her hideoufly to fhriek, and 
tumble down with the fright. At the 
fame time- they heard a barking in the 
room, as when a dog is afraid of any 
thing that he meets in the night. Cave re- * 
covered once more, took courage enough 
to look at it, and then faw a great grey-* 
hound that barked. at her. She threaten- 
ed him with a loud voice, at* which he 
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retired barking towards the corner of the 
room, where he vaniflied out of fight. 
The courageous aftrefs rofe out of her 
bed, and by the moon-fliine which came 
through the window, difcovered in that 
corner of the room, where the phantom 
and the greyhound had drfappeared, a 
little door ivhich opened unto a little pair 
of back-ftairs. By that Ihe eafily imagin- 
ed that a grey-hound belonging to the 
houfe had crept through the door inta 
their room -, and that_ having a mind to- 
lay himfclf on their bed, but 'not daring 
to do it without the content of thofc who 
were in it, he had fighed like a dog -, and 
the bed being high, as are all old beds^ 
he had leaned his fore legs on her feet, 
and afterwards crept under the bed, when 
Cave 6rft reached her hand out of it : 
however, the belief of a ghoft being in 
the room, had fo poflefled Stella's imagi- 
nation that it was a long time before Ihc 
could pefluade her there was nothing but 
a grey-hound. As afHifted as Cave was, 
file ridiculed her companion about her 
cowardice, and referved the continuation 
of her ftory to another time, when they 
fhould not want fleep fo niuch as they 
did then. It was now break of day,^ 
they again fell afleeg, and got up about. 

tent 
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icti 5 when word was brought them, that 
the coach which was to carry them to 
Mans was ready to fet out as ioon as they; 
pkafed. 


C H A P. XXVIL 

DeHif^ meets with Leander. 

DESTINY in the mean time went 
from town to town, ftill enquiring 
after thofe he piirfued, but could learn 
;io news nor tidings of them* Thus he 
rambled up and down till two or three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when hunger 
and his horfe's wcarincfs obliged him to 
Tetum to the great village . which he had 
left a while before* Here he found a 
pretty good inn, becaufe it ftood upon 
the road, and where he did not forget to 
aflc whether they had heaf d of a company 
of horfemen who ftole a young woman. 
There is a gentleman above who can 
give you an account of them, faid the 
furgeon of that village, who happened to 
be there ; for, added he, I believe he has 
been a quarrelling with them, and has; 
got many a wound for his pains. I juft 
now applied to him an anodyne and 
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refolutive cataplafm on a livid tumow he 
has 0X1 tiie vertebrae of the neck, and 
dreft a great cut he received in the occiput. 
I would Jiave let him blood, becaufe he 
is full of contufions, but he would not 
let mc though he has great occafion for 
it. He muft needs have got a heavy fall, 
or clfe have been beaten unmercifully. 
This country furgeon took fuch delight 
in muftering the learned terms of his art, 
that though Deftiny was gone from him, 
and nobody left to give him the hearing, 
yet went he ftill on with his difcourfe till 
he was fetched away to bleed a woman, 
who was dying of an apoplexy. 

In the mean time Deftiny went up to 
the perfon*s chamber of whom the furgeon 
had fpoke, where he found a young man 
well dreffed, with his head bound, and 
lying upon a bed to take his reft. He 
was meditating a compliment to excufe 
his intruding into his chamber, before he 
knew whether he was willing to admit of 
his vifit; but was not a little furprized 
when, at the firft words he fpoke, the 
other rofe from his bed, and ran to em- 
brace him, difcovering hlmfelf to be his 
fervant Leander, who was gone from him 
without taking leave, four or five days 
before, and whom Cave had fufpeded to 

be 
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be the ravifher of her daughter. Deftiny 
was now at a ftand, not knowing in what 
fort of tone to accoft him, becaufe of hi? 
refemblance to a gentleman, both in pcr- 
fon and drefs. Whilft he was thus view- 
ing him, Leandef had time to ccmpofe 
himfelf, for he feemed fomething dif- 
ordered at firft : I am afhamed (faid he to 
Deftiny) I dealt not fo frankly and 
lincerely with you, as I fliould have done 
with one whom I value fo much; but you 
muft excufe an unexperienced young 
man, who, before he was well acquaint- 
ed with you, thought you to be of the 
fame make, as thofe of your profeffion 
generally are y and who therefore did not 
dare to cntruft you with a fecret, on 
yfhxch depended the happinefs ef his life. 
Deftiny tgld him, he cpuld not imagine 
in what particular he had difturbed him^ 
fo defired he would let him know it. I 
have a great many things befides to tell 
you, if you are not already acquamted 
with them, anfwered Leander j but firft 
of all let me know what brought you 
hither. Deftiny told him how Angelica 
had been ftolen; that he had purfued her 
ravifliersj apcj was informed as he came 
into the inn, that he met with one in 
him, who could give an account of them. 
It is true I met with them, replied 

Leander 
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Leander with a figh^ and I did a^ mucii 
againil them, as a fingle man cmild do 
againft many ; but my fword happening 
to break in the body of the firft man I 
wounded, I could neither refcue Mrs. 
Angelica, nor die in her defence, though 
I was fully relolved to do one. 1 hey 
left me in the condition you lee me; 
and, thinking they had killed me with 
a back-ftroke they gave me on the head, 
(but which, however, only ftunned me for 
.a while) they wetit on their way in great 
iiaftc. This is all I know of Mrs. 
Angelica, but we Ihall hear more anon 
from a fcrvant of mine, who is to meet 
me here, and whom I fent to follow them 
at a diftance, after he had helped me to 
mount my horle, which they left :i*ie, 
becaufe, I fuppofe, they did not think 
him worth dealing. Deftiny aflced hifrt, 
why he went ftom him without giving 
him warning, from whence he <:aiT>e, and 
who he was ; not doubting but that he 
concealed his name and condition from 
him. Leander confeflTcd there was rea- 
fon for bis fofpicion ; and having laid 
himfetf down, becaufe the blows he had 
received tortured him moft painfully^ 
whim Deftiny fat at the bcd's-feet, Lean- 
der recounted to him what yoU may read 
in the following chapter. - • 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

The bifiory of Leander. 

I A M the fon of a gentleman very well 
known in the province where I was 
born, and hope one day to be worth at 
leaft four thoufand crowns a year, provid- 
ed my father be at laft pleafed to die ; for 
though it is now fourfcore years fince he 
has plagued all thofe who have any depen- 
dence on him, yet he is fo well in health 
that I have more reafon to fear he wilt 
never. die, than, to hope I (hall inherit 
three fine lordfhips, which make up his 
cftate. He defigned to make'me a coun- 
fellor in the parliament of Brittany, 
though againft my inclination, and for 
that purpofe fent .me to fchool betimes. 
I was at the college of La Fleche when 
your company came' to aft there ; there 
I faw Mrs. Angelica, and was infpired 
with fuch a pa(fion for her, that I could 
attend to nothing elfe. Nay, I wenjc far- 
ther; for I had the alfurance to inform 
her of my love, at which flie was not 
much offended ; I writ to her, flie re- 
ceived my letter, and did not look more* 
coldly upon me the next time I faw her 
Vol. L P ' than 
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than before. After this Mrs. Cave's ill- 
nels confining her to her chamber, wfailft 
you were at La Fleche, her daughter and 
I had frequent opportunities of con- 
verfing, which her mother would have 
prevented had flie been well •, for you 
know how fevere and referved fhe is for 
a woman of her profeflion, which feems 
to difpenfe with its followers not being 
over nice or fcrupulous. From the firlt 
' moment I fell in love, I never went to 
fchool more, nor miffed a play. The 
Jefuits endeavoured to bring me back to 
my duty ; but having chofen the moft 
charming miftrefs in the worlds I refufed 
to obey the moft troublefome niafters in 
the univerfe. Your fervant,^ you may 
remember, was killed at the play-houfe 
door, by the fcholars of Brittany, who 
made that year a great difturbance at. 
La Fleche, 'becaufe they were very nu- 
merous, and wine happened to be cheap ; 
which was in fome meafure the reafon 
why you went from La Fleche to Angiers. 
I did not, however, take my leave of 
Angelica, becaufe her mother was always 
with her ; all I could do, was to appear 
before her as fhe went away, with delpair 
in my face, and tears in my eyes. A 
pitying melanchoUy look which fhe caft 
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en me, was like to break 'my heart ; I 
locked myfelf up in my room, wept 
bitterly the remaining part of the day, 
and all the night ; but the very next 
morning, changing cloaths with my man, 
(who was about my fize) I left him at 
La Fleche to fell my fchool-boys equi- 
page, and gave him a letter for a tenant 
of my father's, who fupplies me with 
money whenever I aflc for it, with orders 
to come to me at Angiers. 

I began my journey thither after you, 
and overtook you at Duretail, where 
feveral gentlemen, who were then hunting 
a (lag, obliged you to ftay feven or eight 
days. There I offered my fervice to you, 
and you entertained me as your man, 
either becaufe you were loth to be without 
me, or becaufe my face and mien, which- 
you feemed to like, had engaged you to 
hire me. My hair, which I had cut very 
ftiort, hindered me from being known 
again by thofe who had often feen me 
with Angelica : befides, my fei-vant's old 
coat, which I had put on to difguife my- 
felf, made me look like quite different 
from what 1 appeared to be when drelTed 
in my own cloaths, which were finer than 
a fchool-boy's generally are. However, 
my miftrels Angelica knew me at firft 
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fight, and has owned to me fince, that 
Ihe did not doubt, but my paffion was 
very violent for her, fince I could aban* 
don all to follow her. She had the gene- 
i;ofity to diffuade me from it ; advifed me 
to recall my wandering reafon, and in- 
fliiSted fuch rigours as would be fufficient 
to cool a man lefs amorous than myfclf j 
but by my conftant love, I infenfibly en- 
gaged her to love me as much as I did 
her : and, as you had the foul of a man 
of quality, (of fuch a one I mean as is 
truly noble) it was not long before you 
found out that I was not of the temper of 
a fervant •, I foon gained your favour, 
and the efteem of all the gentlemen of 
your company ; nay, even Randour did 
not hatp me, though he had the character 
of loving nobody. 

I fhall not wafte my tim.e in relating all 
the fine things which two perfons equally 
in love might fay to pne another, as often 
as they happened to come together -, you 
know that fufficiently from your own 
experience. I will only tell you, that 
Mrs. Cave fufpefting our private corre- 
fpondence, or rather, having certain proofs 
of it, charged her daughter never to fpeak 
to me more. Angelica, however, did not 
obey her j but her. mother having fur- 
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prized her while writing to me, nfed 
her fo fougMy, .both in public and pri- 
vate, that I afterwards found no great 
difficulty in acquiring her confcnt t6 be 
carried off. I am not afraid to make this 
plain confeflion to you, becaufe I know 
you to be as generous as any man, and at. 
leaft as amorous as myfelf. Deftiny blulh- 
ed at thefe words of Leander-, who went 
on with his difcourfe, and told him, that 
he had left the company in order to put 
his defign in execution ; that one of his 
father^s tenants had promifed to fur- 
ni(h him with a fum of money, and 
that he hoped to receive more at St. 
Maids, from a merchant's fon, his in- 
timate fiiend, who was lately come to his 
eftate, by the death of his parents. He 
added, that, by the affiftance of his friend, 
he did not doubt of a polfibility to get 
over into England, and from thence 5f 
making peace with his father, without ex- 
pofing to his anger Angelica or her 
mother, whom, in all probability, he 
would othcrwife profecute, with aJQ the 
advantage that a man of wealth and 
quality could have over two poor players. 
Deftiny made Leander fenfible, that, 
becaofc of his youth and quality, his 
father would certainly have indided Mrs. 
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Cave for a rape, in cafe he had not 
thought of this way to prevent it. He 
did not endeavour to make him forget 
bis miftrefs ; for he was fcnfible, that pcr- 
fons in love, were not capable of follow- 
ing any eounfel but what was fuggefted 
by their paflion ; and, in a word, are more 
to be pitied than blamed j but he highly 
difapproved his defign of going over 
into England ; and reprefented to him, 
what people might think of two young 
ftrangers in a foreign country \ the 
hazards and fatigues of a fea-voyage } the 
difficulty of being fupplied with moncy^ 
in cafe he (hould want; and, laftly, the 
attempts to which they would be expofed 
by Angelica's beauty and his own inex- 
perience. Lea;ider did not endeavour to 
defend a bad caufe : he once more afked 
Deftiny's pardon, for having concealed 
himfelf fo long; and Deftiny, in return, 
promifed to ufc all his intereft with Mrs. 
Cave, in recommending him to her fa- 
vour. Moreover, Deftiny told him, that 
if he was fully refolved never to marry 
any woman but Angelica^ he ought not 
to leave their company ; adding^ that, in 
the mean time, his father might die, or 
his paflion abate, or, perhaps, be quite 
extinguifhed — Oh ! never, never, cried 

Leander* 
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Lcander, Well then, faid Deftiny, to 
fcGure your miftrefs's heart, your beft vvay 
is. never to lofe fight of her: be a player 
mil with us, for you are not the only man 
that treads the ftage, when he could fol- 
low a better employment: write to your 
father ; make him believe you are in the 
army, and try to get money from him i 
in the mean time I will converfe with 
you, as if you were my own brother, and 
by that means endeavour to make, you 
forget the indifferent ufage you received 
from me, whilft I was unacquainted with 
your quality and merit. 

Letnder would have thrown himfelf at 
^en^oulfeci^- violent pain he fck ail 

^'Sitry ,1^7 r^^P^^ account of his 
bruifes,./*: Would have given him leave : 
however, he returned him thanks after 
fo obliging a manner, and made him fuch 
hearty proteftations of friendlhip, that 
from that very moment he had as great 
an efteem for him as one gentleman could 
poffibly have for another. They dif- 
courfed afterwards which way they {houl4 
go in fearch of Angelica j but. a great 
noife interrupted their converfation, and 
caufed Deftiny to run down into the - 
kitchen, where was tranfafting what you 
fhall hear in the next chapter. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

4 

A Woody fight '^ The death of the inn^ 
keeper^ Of id other memorahle occurrences. 

TW O men, one of which was in 
black like z country fchpol-mafl:cr> 
and the other in grey, who looked like a 
catch-pole, had laid hold one of another 
by the hair and bear^, and now and then 
interrupted their execrations with blows. 
Both were indeed whar their habits and 
looks fhewed them. He in bla^k^ the 
fchool-mafter of the town/W^ oe e'xpoi^Q 
the curate; the other, /Hi^T^wn^^s a 
bailiff of the fame town, ana t)rother to 
the inn-keeper. This inn-keeper was 
then in a chamber next the kitchen, 
ready to give up the ghoft, being lick of 
a violent fever, which had fo difordered 
bis fenfes, that he broke his head againft 
the wall ; and the wound aiding his di- 
ftemper, had brought him fo low, that, 
when his frenzy left him,, he was compelled 
to part with life •, which;, perhaps, he re- 
;rctted lefs than his ill-gotten money* 
'or a long time he had been a foldier, 
tnd was at laft come home laden with 
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years, and fo extremely light of honcfty, 
that he might be faid to have lefs of 
it than money, although he was very 
poor. But bccaufe women are very often 
catched by thofe very things which they 
ought the leaft to be enamoured with, his 
twilled hair, longer than any peafant's in 
town, his curfing and fwearing like a true 
Ton of Mars,' a bridling feather which he 
wore on his hat upon holidays, when the 
-weather was fair, and a rufty long fword 
that flapped againft the old boots he had 
on, although he never beftrodc a horfe j 
all thefe, I fay, gained him the heart of 
an old woman that kept an inn. She had 
been courted by the richeft tenants in the 
country, not fo much on account of her 
'beauty, as becaufe Ihe had got an eftatc 
with her firft hufband, by exa6Hng upon 
people, and cheating in the meafure both 
of wine and oats ; yet (he courageoufly 
refifted all the aiTaults of her lovers, till^ 
at laft, this old weather-beaten foldier 
triumphed over his hoftefs. This tavern- 
nymph had the leaft face, and the big- 
geft belly of any woman in Mayne^ 
though that province is remarkable for 
abounding in big-bellied people, and fat 
capon3 i whicli leaving naiuralifts to ac^ 
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count for, let us return to this Ihort Iwg 
woman, whom I fancy before me as often 
as I think on her. She married our warrigr 
without confulting her relations ; and hav- 
ing lived to a crazy old age, and under- 
gone great hardfhips with him, had, at 
laft, the fatisfaftion to fee him die of a 
broken IkuU, which Ihe looked upon as 
a juft judgment for his repeated attempts 
to break her's. 

When Deftiny came into the kitchen, 
the hoftefs and her maid were helping 
the old curate of the town to part the 
combatants, who - had grappled one 
another like two fhips - in a fea-fight ; 
but the threats of Deftiny, and his, ma* 
gifterial way of fpeaking, brought about 
a truce which the curate's exhortations 
could not before efFeft : whereupon, the 
two mortal enemies let go their hold, 
fpitting half of their bloody teeth out of 
their mouths, bleeding at their nofes, 
and taring their hands full of each other's 
hair both from their heads and beards. 
The curate being an honeft well-bred 
perfon, returned Deftiny thanks very 
civily i and Deftiny, to do him farther 
pleafure, caufed thofe two very perfons 
10 embrace in a friendly manner, who 

a mo- 
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% moment before had endeavoured to 
ftrangle one another. During this recon- 
cilement, the inn keeper ended his ob- 
fcure life, without fb much as giving 
notice of it to his friends ; infomuch, 
that when they entered his room after the 
conclufion of the peace, they found there 
was no more to be done than to bury 
him. The curate prayed over the dead 
body, and did it very well, for he was 
extremely expeditious. His vicar came 
to relieve him ; and in the mean time 
the widow thought it proper to roar and 
cry, which (he did with a great deal of 
oftcntation and vanity. The brother of 
the deceafed, either diflembled being for- 
rowful, or was fo in reality ; and the 
men and women- fervants performed their 
parts as well as he. The curate followed ' 
Deftiny into his chamber, oflfering to 
ferve him and Leander to the utmoft of 
his power, and invited them to dine with 
him. Deftiny, who had eaten nothing all 
that day, and ufed a great deal of ex- 
ercife, fell to it with a greedy appetite; 
Leander fed more upon amorous thoughts 
than victuals ; and the curate talked mor^ 
than he eat. He told them a hundced 
pleafant ftorie^ atK)ut the avarice of thf( 

deceafed % 
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deceafed i and acquainted tnem with the 
comical quarrels which this reignmg paf- 
lion had often caufed hinni, both with his 
wife and his neighbours. Among the 
reft, he related an account of a journey 
the deceafed once made to Laval with his 
wife: the horfe that carried them both 
having loft two of his (hoes, the foldier 
left his wife holdiftg it by the bridle, at 
the foot of a tree, while h^ went back 
as far as Laval, to look for his horfe*s' 
ihoes ; however, he loft his labour whilft 
his wife loft her patience (for they were 
come two leagues from Laval) and really 
began to be in pain for his welfare, 
when (he efpied him coming bare-fbot, 
with his boots and hofe in his hands. She 
was not a little furprized at this novelty, 
but did not dare to afk the reafon of it 9 
for by i'mitatiiig his ofHcers in the wars, 
he made himfelf fo abfolute at home, 
that fhe did not prefume to contradi£t him, 
when he commanded her to pull , off her 
ftockings ; or fo much as afked him why 
he did it; but thought it was out of 
devotion. He then caufed his wife to 
lead his horfe by the bridle, whilft he 
walked behind and drove him-* Thua 
the man and wife, without either (hoes 

or, 
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or llockings, and the unfliod horfe, after 
a tedious and troublefome march, came 
home at laft, late at night, and all three 
very much tired. Indeed the ihn-^keeper 
and his wife were fo galled and fore in the 
feet*, that they could not walk for almoft 
a fortnight after. He never was more 
pleafed with any thing he had ever done ; 
and when ever he thought on*t, told his 
wife laughing, that, if they had not come 
bare-foot from Laval, they had been at a 
great expence for (hoes, both for them^ 
felves and their horfe. 

Deftiny and Leander took not much 
notice of the ftory, though the curate had 
promifed a good one -, but they either did 
not find it fo pleafant as he faid it was, 
or were not then in a humour to laugh* 
The curate, being a great . talker, was 
not contented with this, but had ftill a 
mind to proceed to another ; and told 
Deftiny, that what they had heard, was 
nothing in comparifon of what he had to 
tell them about the inn-keeper's prepar- 
ing himfelf for death. It is now four or 
^ve days, continued he, fince he knew he 
was paft recovery ; and yet he never wa3 
more fparing : he grudged himfelf all the 
new-laid <^ggs he eat during his illnefs; 

had 
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had a mind to know to a farthing the 
charge of his burial, and even would have 
abated fomething of my fees, when I re- 
ceived his confeffion : in fliort, to end as 
he bagan, two hours before he died, he 
ordered his wife, in my hearing, to bury 
him in an old Iheet, which he knew was 
fomcwhere about the houfe, and which had 
above a* hundred holes in it. His wife 
reprefented to him how indecent a thing 
it would be for him to be buried in it -, 
but he grew obftinate, and would have 
no other. His wife could not find in her 
heart to confent to it -, and, becaufe Ihe 
faw him unable to beat her, maintained 
her opinion with more -aflurance than fhc 
had ever done, though it muft be acknow- 
ledged, not without breaking in upon 
that duty which an honeft wife owes her 
hufband, whether he be kind or not. At 
lad, fhe afl<ed how he could pretend to 
appear in the vally of Jehofaphat in that 
equipage, and in what pickle he thought 
he (hould rife from the dead ? The fick 
man fell into a paffion at this, and fwear- 
ing as he ufed to do when he was in 
health, Zounds, cried he, I never intend 
to rife again. I had as much ado to for- 
bear laughing, as to make him under- 

ftand 
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that he had offended God by thus 
fling into a paffion ^ and much more by 
what he had faid to his wife, which was 
a piece of profanenefs and impiety. He 
made an aft of contrition for it, though 
fomewhat againft the grain, but not with- 
out a promife on our fide, that he Ihould 
be buried in no other fheet than what he 
had pitched upon. My brother, who 
burft out a laughing when he heacd him 
fo loudly and plainly renounce his refur- 
reftion, could not forbear laughing ftill, 
as often as it came into his mind ; but 
this the brother of the decealed taking 
exceptions at, from words they advanced 
to blows; both equally fturdy and paf- 
fionate, they laid hold of one another, and, 
perhaps, would have been ftill cuffing and 
fighting, if you had not parted them. 

Thus the curate made an ^nd pf his 
relation ; having all the while addreffed 
himfelf to Deftiny, becaufe Leander did 
not givjQ him any attention. He then 
took his leave of the ftroUers with re- 
peated offers of fervice ; and Deftiny en- 
deavoured to adminifter fome drops of 
comfort to the affiifted Leander, and bid 
him hope for the beft. As bruifed as the 
pbor youth was, he now and then looked 

out 
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out at the window to fee if his ma. 
as if his looking would make him 
the fooner. But when people wait 
impatience for any body, the wifeft w. 
fools enough to look towards the place 
from whence they expe6l them; which 
refledion fhall clofe this volume. 
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End^of the First Volume. 
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